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AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


Pa., May 18, 1858. 

The Board of Managers of the American Baptist Missionary Union 
met on Tuesday, May 18, 1858, in the meeting house of the First 
Baptist church, Philadelphia, at 10 o’clock, A. M., Hon. Ira Harris, 
President, in the Chair. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. M. Bronson, of Assam. 

The roll being called, the following members of the Board were 
found to be in attendance: 


CLASS I, 

Ministers. Ministers. Layman. 
L. A. Denn, M. G. CLARKE, W. W. Kerry. 
J. N. Murpocr, S. W. ADAMA, 

T. D. Anprrsoy, Wm. Roiiinson, 
W. ParMty, 
CLASS II, 

Ministers. Laymen. Laymen. 
Wa. R. WILLIAMS, J. WARREN MERRILL, Epenrzern CAULDWELL, 
Henry Day, J. H. Duncan, J. P. Crozer, 

G. 8S. Webb. Pp. W. Dean, H. M. BALDWIN, 
Ina Hannis, 
CLASS III. 

Ministers. Laymen, Laymen. 

Gro. W. Bosworth, E. R. Seccoms, Jounson, 
Wa. Retp, Ricnarp 8. FeLrLows, Henry Harrison, 
BARNAS SEARS, A. M. GAMMELL, J. M. Linnarp., 

J. Wueaton SMITH, J. M. Bruce, Jr., 


Henny Davis. 


A committee of arrangements was appointed, consisting of Rev. 
J. H. Cuthbert and W. Butcher, Pa., and the Home Secretary, 
The annual report of the Executive Committee was read by the 
Home and Foreign Secretaries, and laid on the table. 
The Home Secretary presented a paper, prepared by order of the 
13 
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Executive Committee, on the Necessity of Reinforcing the Asiatic 
Missions. (See p. 207.) 

The report was then taken from the table, and the various parts 
referred to appropriate committees, as follows: 

On the Burman Mission. — Messrs. E. E. L. Taylor, N. Y., A. P. 
Mason, Mass., L. A. Dunn, Vt., Geo. D. Boardman, N. Y., W. W. 
Keen, Pa. 

On the Assam Mission. — Messrs. 8. W. Adams, 0., R. E. Pattison, 
Me., M. Bronson, Assam, W. T. Brantly, Pa., J. Warren Merrill, 
Mass. 

On the Siam and China Missions. — Messrs. E. Lathrop, N. Y., 
Wm. Ward, Assam, M. G, Clarke, Ind., E. M. Levy, Pa., Heman Lin- 
coln, Mass. 

On the French Mission. — Messrs. Wm. H. Shailer, Me., J. C. 
Stockbridge, Mass., Henry Day, Pa., H. C. Fish, N. J., J. M. Linnard, 
Pa. 

On the German Mission. — Messrs. J. W. Olmstead, Mass., 8. Dry- 
den Phelps, Conn., G. C. Baldwin, N.Y., T. R. Cressey, M. 'T., P. W. 
Dean, Vt. 

On the Indian Missions. — Messrs. B. T. Welch, N. Y., J. H. Ken- 
nard, Pa., Lemuel Porter, Mass., Wm. Rollinson, Cal., H. G. Jones, 
Pa. 

On Agencies. — Messrs. Geo. W. Bosworth, Me., R. Jeffery, Pa., 
W. H. Parmly, N. J., Benj. Griffith, Pa., M. G. Hodge, N. Y. . 

On Publications. — Messrs. Lewis Colby, Mass., J. R. Scott, N. Y., 
J.S. Dickerson, Pa., J. C. Harrison, Pa., Geo. Gault, N. Y. 

On Reinforcement of Asiatic Missions.— Messrs. J. N. Murdock, 
Mass., D. B. Cheney, Pa., C. P. Sheldon, N. Y., Wm. Reid, Conn., 
J. M. Bruce, Jr., Pa. 

On Relations with Missionaries.—Messrs. Barnas Scars, R. I., M. B. 
Anderson, N. Y., W. R. Williams, N. Y., G.S. Webb, N. J., J. 
Wheaton Smith, Pa., J. H. Duncan, Mass., J. P. Crozer, Pa. 

On Receipts and Expenditures. — Messrs. J. M. 8. Williams, Mass., 
Gardner Colby, Mass., Wm. Bucknell, Pa., Washington Butcher, Pa., 
Henry Harrison, Pa. 

On Obituaries. — Messrs. A. D. Gillette, N. Y., J. N. Brown, Pa., 
A. J. Patton, N. J., J. Cookson, N. Y., Wm. F. Nelson, R. I. 

The Home Secretary offered a paper from a meeting of ministers 
in Boston, on the consolidation of our denominational socicties. 

Voted, To refer said paper to a committee of five. 

The following brethren were appointed, viz: Messrs. Henry Davis, 
O., Rufus Babcock, N. J., 8. W. Field, R. L, J.S8. Holme, N. Y., W. F. 
Hansell, O. 

The Committee of Arrangements reported, in part, recommending 
that a prayer meeting be held each morning, from 9 to 10 o'clock; 
the sessions of the Board to begin at 10 A. M., 3 and 74, P. M.; 
to adjourn at 1 and 53, P. M. They also recommended that this 
evening be spent in prayer and conference on the subject of Mis- 
sions. 

The report was adopted. 
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A season of devotional exereises was then enjoyed until 1 o’clock, 
when the Board adjourned with prayer by Rev. T. R. Cressey, of Min. 


TvueEspAay, 3 o'clock, P. M. 


The Board re-assembled. The hymn beginning, “The morning light 
is breaking,” was sung, after which Rev. R. E. Pattison, D. D., of 
Me., offered prayer. . 

The Treasurer of the Union read his report, which was accepted. 

The remainder of the session was spent in devotional exercises. 

The hour of adjournment having arrived, the session was closed 
with prayer by Rev. R. Babcock, D. D., of N. Y. 


EventnG Session, 74 o'clock. 


The Board having re-assembled, the hymn—*“ From Greenland’s icy 
mountains sung. Prayer by Rev. F. Wilson, Md. In accordance 
with the report of the Committee of Arrangements, the evening was 
spent in prayer and conference. 

The following brethren participated in the services. Pres. M. B. 
Anderson, of N. Y., Rev. Z. Freeman, of N. Y., Rev. A. D. Gillette, 
D. D., of N. Y., Rev. G. P. Martin, of N. Y., Rev. J. G. Warren, D.D., 
of Mass., and Mr. J. M. S. Williams, of Mass. 

Adjourned with prayer by the Rey. W. T. Brantly, D. D., of Pa. 


WepNEspAy MorninG, 10 o'clock. 


The Board was called to order, and engaged in singing, “When I 
can read my title clear.” 

Prayer by the Rev. B. Stow, D. D., of Mass. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

The Committee on Indian Missions reported through the Rev. Dr. 
Porter. 

REPORT. 

Since the hospitable Indian chief extended his hand to our Pilgrim Fathers, and 
exclaimed, “ Welcome, Englishmen,” less than two and a half centuries have drifted 
away on the noiscless current of time. In that comparatively short period, how changed 
is the relative condition of those two races on this continent! Then the Indian was 
owner of the soil and forests and rivers. He walked with head upraised. His attitudes 
were full of the majesty of freedom. Then white men, voluntarily exiled from home, 
were few and feeble. Their steps faltered on the eastern verge of this vast country. 
Now, the Indians, compelled to occupy a continually narrowing circle, have almost 
disappeared from the land of their fathers; while the white men, ever growing in 
numbers and power, cover and monopolize the continent. 

The Christian's heart is pained at this fading away of a noble race, and he feels that 
a solemn obligation rests on the church of Christ to give the gospel to the remnants of 
this once mighty people. We have a few missions and missionaries in the Indian 
Territory. We contribute a small sum annually for their spiritual good. But it is 
evident that these missions must, at no distant period, come to an end. Pressed upon 
by a restless civilization, thinned by disease, wasted by intemperance, exhausted by 
debts, those tribes among whom we have missions must, ere long, give up the struggle 


196 Forty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Board. (July, 


for an independent existence. As it now stands, the Union has but three missions 
among the Indians of the United States. It has but six male missionaries, with several 
female assistants, and two or three native preachers. During the past year their mis- 
sions have been much interrupted by political agitation in their vicinity ; by the preva- 
lence of an epidemic among the Indians; by the absence of interpreters, and by the 
sickness of missionaries. Hence little has been accomplished. Indeed, success in that 
quarter annually decreases. Yet these missions, few and languishing as they are, cost 
not much less than ten thousand dollars per year, of which sum our government pays 
about six thousand dollars for schools. On carefully examining the documents which 
your committee could secure, and on conversing with intelligent persons who have 
visited the Indian Territory, your committee are confirmed in the impression, which 
they have individually entertained for years, that our Indian missions, as now situated, 
do not justly warrant the outlay which they cost our treasury. 

They therefvre respectfully recommend that Indian Missions be prosecuted by the 
Union on a much larger scale and with increased vigor, or that they cease altogether 
to be sustained. 

There is another view of this subject which your committee beg leave to suggest. 
It is whether our Indian Missions might not be transferred, with the consent of all con- 
cerned, to the American Baptist Home Mission Society. The field of that Society 
appropriately is North America. Though our field includes the world, it is principally 
cultivated in the eastern hemisphere. The Ilome Mission Society now has missions 
among the Indians of New Mexico, and contemplate, we believe, enlarged operations 
in that interesting region. Inasmuch, then, as our Indian Missions are aside from the 
usual field of our enterprise, and come naturally within theirs; inasmuch as the Loe 
Mission Society is more favorably situated in reference to missions in this country than 
the Union ; and inasmuch as simplicity and economy are ever desirable, it seems to 
your committee, after earnest deliberation, that a transfer of our Indian Missions to the 
Home Mission Society would be eminently judicious. 

Your committee, therefore, conclude their report with the following resolution, to be 
submitted by the Board to the Union for its consideration and action, viz.— 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee are hereby requested, as soon as conve- 
nient, to transfer the Indian Missions of the Baptist Missionary Union to the Amer- 
ican Baptist Home Mission Society, provided said Society, by its proper officers, con- 
sents to receive them. 

Voted, That the resolution contained in the report be adopted, 
viz.: That the Executive Committee are hereby requested, as soon 
as convenient, to transfer the Indian Missions of the American Bap- 
tist Missionary Union, to the American Baptist Home Mission Society, 
provided said Society by its proper officers consents to receive them. 

The Committee on Publications reported through the Rev. J. R. 
Scott, and the report was adopted. 


REPORT. 

The Committee appointed to consider the topic of “Publications,” in the Report of 
the Home Secretary, offer the following report : 

They see no occasion for suggesting any modification, either in the character of the 
Union's publications, or of the arrangements for issuing them. 

The Magazine and the Macedonian has each its distinctive province ; and each, in 
its own province, appears to the committee to be all, in point of instructiveness and 
interest, that is practicable, or that can be desired. 

Two facts, brought out in the Secretary’s Report on this topic, demand attention. 
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One is, that a balance of expenditures stands against the periodicals of $205.94. At 
the close of 1857, there stood a balance in their favor of $36.75; so that in the last 
three months of the Union's fiscal year, the account has run behind $242.79, Not un- 
likely, this aspect of the business will be changed by the close of 1858, though it has 
not been usual to have a balance in this account reported against the Union at the 
close of the fiseal year; and the amounts due on subscriptions ought to be in the treas- 
ury within the first quarter of the periodical year, answering to the last of the fiscal. 

No doubt the chief explanation of this state of the Publication account is to be found 
in the general pecuniary embarrassment which has prevailed during the last year, 
leading to the postponement of payments which would otherwise have been promptly 
made. 

Still, the other fact referred to as demanding attention in the Secretary's Report, has 
place here, and completes the explanation. This is, that there has been a falling off 
in the circulation of the Magazine and the Macedonian. If, with a larger subscription 
list, the receipts but just balanced the expenditures, of course the balance must fall 
against the publications now that the number of subscribers is smaller, 

Your committee will add no more on the financial aspect of our Publication affairs ; 
but they would call attention to the latter of the two facts indicated as worthy of 
notice — the diminished circulation of our publications. 

Whether the Magazine and the Macedonian bring revenue or debt to the treasury, 
they constitute a species of ageney that cannot be dispensed with. Nor will it do to 
sustain them on a lower scale of expenditure than the present. ‘The information con- 
cerning our missions spread by this means, must be had by the people, and can be 
diffused in no other way. We could better afford to give up our agency of men than 
our agency of periodicals. Without the monthly visits of the one, the annual visits of 
the other would avail but little. 

The case standing thus, your committee cannot but regard this fact of a diminution 
in the circulation of our publications with serious concern. With all that may be said 
of the competition of other prints, they are compelled to regard the subscription lists of 
the Magazine and the Macedonian as no unfair indicators of the degree of interest 
pervading our churches on the subject of missions. Of this we are sure,— there 
will be no improvement in our missionary affairs that will not show itself at this point, 
If the people do not acquaint themselves with the claims, and the actual operations of 
the Union, they will give neither money, nor prayer, nor sympathy to our organization. 
And we are confident that our publications, if brought under the eye of a greatly 
enlarged circle of readers, would proportionately augment the interest of Christian 
hearts in our divine enterprise, — an augmentation of interest that would show itself in 
a large accession to the Union’s means of operation. 

Your committee regard this matter as one of very great consequence; and they 
would recommend that special measures be taken to call the attention of pastors to it, 
We believe that it is mainly through them that improvement in this branch of our 
affairs is to be effected. 

Respectfully submitted. 


The Committee on Agencies reported through the Rev. G. W. 
Bosworth, and the report was adopted. 


REPORT. 
The Committee to whom was referred so much of the Annual Report as relates to 
agencies, have examined the subject and ask leave to submit the following report. 
The chief object of the agencies here contemplated is to secure to the Missionary 
Union the financial ability to carry out successfully the great enterprise in which we 
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are engaged. ur resort is to the churches of our denomination. Those are the best 
agents who mediate most successfully for this purpose between these churches and the 
Union. That is the best system of conducting this agency which shall, with the least 
expense and extra labor, bring all these churches to the systematic contribution to this 
cause, according to the full measure of their power. 

Tt seems to your committee that the operations of this department should be con- 
ducted, not so much for the collection of funds for the current year, as with a view to 
this great and ultimate end. It is obvious that pastors of churches may and should be 
the best and most successful agents of the Board. It is to be regretted that every 
pastor is not prompt and faithful in this labor. It is matter of joy that so many are 
efficient herein. Your committee would suggest that the itinerating agents may feel 
themselves free from the care of churches of this class, and reckon the pastors thereof 
as their associates in this labor, even though not invited to their pulpits and not made 
the medium of the transmission of their funds. 

At the same time it should be borne in mind that the travelling agents will thus be 
confined to the less fruitful portion of the ficld, and the portion most difficult of culture. 
But the work is not for the name or the appearance, but for the result—beyond. 

It should also be a distinct aim with the agent so to labor in each visit as to establish, 
at the earliest possible period, a system of contribution which shall supersede the 
necessity of his continued agency. With this view it seems to your committee the 
ablest and most faithful agents should be secured, and their increasing culture for and 
fidelity to the work should be sought by all possible means. ‘They should labor more 
with a view to permanent than to immediate impression, more to give essential informa- 
tion and establish principles, than to rouse a transient impulse. Their rule also should 
be, “to the regions beyond,” rather than the retracing of a beaten track ; the making 
of new friends and allies, rather than the indulgence and gratification of those already 
made. And on this account, it seems to your committee, that the agent's field had 
better be too extensive, than such as not to allow wide scope for the constant enlarge- 
ment of his operations. 

While the committee make these suggestions, they would express their deep appre- 
ciation of the earnest and successful labors of the agents employed by the Executive 
Committee, and the strong desire that the pastors of the churches were, far more 
generally, as faithful in this department of their legitimate duties. May the day soon 
come when each church shall be furnished with an eflicient and constant agent in the 
person of a devoted pastor. Nor can your committee feel that it is the fault of either 
the agent or the Executive Committee or of the system, that it costs about one quarter 
of all that is directly realized from this department of labor to sustain its operations. 
The same expenditure ought to produce tenfold more. 


The Committee on the Siam and China Missions reported through 
the Rev. Dr. Lathrop, and the report was adopted. 


REPORT. 


The eommittee appointed to consider those portions of the Report of the Executive 
Committee which relate to the Siam and Chinese Missions, would nape tfully submit 
the following— 

The committé are impressed, in the first place, with the strong claim which these 
missions have upon the earnest sympathy and prayers of this body, and of the friends 
of missions generally. The occasion for such sympathy is derived chiefly from the 
following considerations: — First, the obstacles to successful evangelical labor which 


have arisen from political convulsions. ‘This is true more especially of the Hongkong 
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Mission, the operations of which have been “interrupted by the outbreak of hostilities 
between the British authorities and the Cantonese.” Secondly, the retrenchments, 
which have been thought to be necessary in the case of these, not less than the other 
missions of the Union, have seriously embarrassed the Siam and Chinese Missions in 
every one of their departments.— Superadded to these considerations, due weight 
should be given to the fact that the people among whom these missions are established 
are emphatically “ joined to idols ;” and that, in a sense which cannot be affirmed of 
other heathen nations, the field of our evangelical operations is hard and stony in a pre- 
eminent degree. It is not the province of your committee to enter, in this place, upon 
a detailed consideration of the peculiar difficulties which the missionary has to contend 
with, who is endeavoring to rear a Christian superstructure upon soil which has been 
consecrated, for ages, to a superstition, compact, and venerated and overshadowing. We 
simply allude to this, in connection with the forementioned facts, as a reason why our 
brethren now laboring in the missions under review, should share largely in the sym- 
pathy and prayers of Christians at home. 

The committee notice that the question of removing the mission now established at 
Hongkong to some other place has been agitated. On comparing the reasons assigned 
for and against such removal, your committee are strongly of the opinion that the 
station at Hongkong should be retained ; and they would earnestly recommend to the 
Board the propriety of so strengthening this mission as to make it the centre and the 
rallying-point of our operations in that quarter. It is not incumbent on your com- 
mittee to treat the question of the reinforcement of our missions generally. That duty 
has been assigned to others. We may say, however, with regard to the missions now 
specially before us, that wé believe it to be the true policy of the Board to reinfgrce 
them. We believe this to be, in the long run, true economy. We believe that the 
churches at home will sustain the Executive Committee in this policy, and that the 
opposite expedient will prove to be a mistake and a disaster. 


Respectfully submitted. 


The Committee on the French Mission reported through the Rev. 
Dr. Shailer, and the report was adopted. 


REPORT. 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of the French Mission would 
submit the following report. 

It appears from the report of the Executive Committee, that in November last a 
circular was addressed to this, as to the other missions, “inculeating the necessity of 
the most rigid economy at every point.” ‘To this mission it was also intimated “that 
it might be found needful to discontinue its support after the first of July next ensuing.” 
The question therefore for the Board to consider and determine in regard to the French 
Mission is this,—Shall the intimation thus given be carried out and the Mission be 
abandoned ? In order to determine this question, the Board will find it necessary to 
look carefully at the state and prospects of the Mission, and consider whether these 
are sufliciently encouraging to warrant further expenditure; and if so, is it probable 
that funds will be placed at their disposal from which such expenditure can be made ? 
As to the first of the questions, it does not appear to your committee that there is any- 
thing peculiarly discouraging in the facts within the scope of their knowledge or obser- 
vation. ‘That France is a hard field, we are fully aware. The government is not 
favorable to free discussion, and the overshadowing influence of the Papacy, and the 
bitter opposition of its adherents to every form of Protestantism, increase the difficul- 
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ties of our missionaries. But though a hard, it is nevertheless an interesting field, and 
not altogether fruitless. During the quarter of a century since its establishment, the 
mission has had many things to encourage it. And now, in six churches under its 
patronage, it reports an aggregate membership of 286,—seventeen of whom have been 
added by baptism the past year. It also appears that a spirit of inquiry is prevalent 
among the people where these churches are established, that the sentiments of the 
Baptists are beginning to be better understood, and that, under all the circumstances, 
the mission at the present time is in as encouraging a state as it has aes at almost any 
period of its history. 

In regard to the ability to meet the expenditure demanded to sustain this mission, the 
Board are fully competent to form an opinion from the facts in their possession. To 
continue the support which is at present afforded to this Mission does not demand a 
‘“ large sum,—only about 2000 dollars per year ;—and an abandonment of a mission for 
that amount should be resolved upon only as the last expedient and as a consequence 
of the most imperious necessity. It is believed that our churches have the ability to 
sustain all our missions, and to sustain them well. And it would seem somewhat singu- 
lar, after such revival influences as have been and are still enjoyed, such accessions, 
both in numbers and in wealth, as have been made to the churches in our home field, 
if we should, in this our first gathering afterwards, deliberately resolve, for want of 
funds, upon retreat, and the abandonment of a mission long cherished in many hearts. 

It was the motto of John Hampden, the relative and associate of Cromwell, “ Take 
no steps backward.” And this, your committee think, should be the motto of the Board 
in regard to our missions generally, and especially in regard to the French mission at 
the present time. Retreat in such a cause is always perilous. And when ordered for 
want of funds, it defeats the object which it is proposed to secure. The churches in 
their contributions will, like the waters from the lips of the thirsty Tantalus, retreat 
also, and we hazard much, whenever we resolve to bring our expenditures down to 
their lack of service, rather than continue our endeavor to bring them up to the exer- 
cise of an enlarged faith and a just liberality. We have already abandoned Greece 
and Africa; and shall we abandon France also? 

Your committee are unanimously opposed to such a procedure. Granting that it is 
a field which yields but thirty fold, they believe it should be cultivated together with 
those fields which yield sixty fold or a hundred. They would therefore recommend 
that the present support be continued to this mission, and that the Board watch the 
future developments of Providence in regard to augmenting the mission, and giving it 
greater efficiency. 

Respectfully submitted. 


The Committee on Consolidation reported through the Rev. Dr. 
Davis. 


REPORT. 


The committee appointed yesterday to consider a proposed consultation with com- 
mittees of kindred Societies, would report,— 

That whereas the American and Foreign Bible Society, at its anniversary on 
Thursday last, appointed a Committee consisting of Isaac Newton, M. B. Anderson, 
Isaac Davis, S. W. Adams, and Wm. McPherson, — and the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society, the next day, at its anniversary, appointed a Committee consisting of 
Barnas Sears, E. E. L. Taylor, Silas Bailey, H. J. Weston and James M. Linnard, — 
and the American Baptist Publication Society, on Monday last, at its anniversary, 
appointed a Committee consisting of J. H. Duncan, J. P. Crozer, G. W. Samson, A. 
A. Sawin and Wm. Phelps, — Therefore, 
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Resolved, That we recommend to the Board to solicit the Missionary Union to 
appoint a similar Committee of five, under the precise resolution adopted by the above 
named Societies, “ with a view of harmonizing the efforts and operations of those sev- 
eral Societies, and of devising plans and measures by which the operations of said 
Societies may be rendered more effective and their business attended with less 
expense,” and that said Committee report to the Union at its next annual meeting; 
and that, should such Committee be appointed by the Missionary Union, it be instructed 
to call the first meeting of the joint Committees as early as practicable. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


The recommendation contained in the report was adopted, viz., to 
solicit the Union to appoint a Committee to consult with Commit- 
tees appointed by other Societies. 


The Committee on the German Mission reported through the Rev. 
J. W. Olmstead, and the report was adopted. 


REPORT. 


The committee on this Mission report, that in the midst of the doubt and despondency, 
overshadowing so largely the operations of the Board in the East, it is grateful to turn 
the eye to Germany and its adjacencies, spite of all the difficulties with which our 
work there has been encompassed. ‘Those difliculties, — in the form, at some points, 
of absolute prohibition to preach the gospel, — with other like disabilities, have not 
ceased. The normal growth of Baptist churches is not favored by the soil of despot- 
ism, nor more, of State ecclesiastical systems, jealous of all encroachment upon the 
hardly disputed sway which they have so long exercised. It is, perhaps, no marvel 
that the notable prosperity of the churches of this mission should create distrust and 
alarm ;—beginning with the planting of the once seedling at Hamburg, and reaching 
now an outgrowth represented by five hundred preaching stations, seventy-five mis- 
sionary laborers, including native preachers, and an aggregate membership of eight 
thousand souls. But who would have looked for such prohibition of publishing Christ 
in Halle, — one of the most renowned centres of learning and of letters in the Old 
World? The fact is proof to your committee that light and intelligence are not 
always the guaranties of religious or of civil freedom. 

The rapid progress with which evangelizing efforts have been attended in Sweden, 
in connection, as well with the issues and colporteur labor of the American Baptist 
Publication Society as our own Missions, has naturally aroused the persecutions of a 
State church, the slumbers of which had not before been disturbed for ages. While 
“ the kings of the earth, the rulers” and a hireling ministry thus “take counsel to- 
gether,” and visit violence upon the cause of primitive religion, let it only prove to us 
that this religion, in evoking old antagonisms, as aforetime, but gives fresh proof that 
it has “ the truth as it is in Jesus ;" and let us not doubt that, as in “ the former years,” 
and in past ages, the “ earth shall help the woman,” and the waters of the dragon of 
persecution shall not be suffered to drown her offspring. 

The committee contemplate several aspects of our German Mission as full of interest 
and hope. Not only is it “an orb of day” in central Europe, now shedding its out- 
spreading beams into Denmark and Sweden, on the frontiers of Poland and in Switzer- 
land, but its reflex influence is beginning to be felt to the remotest parts of our own land, 
The previous instruction given to emigrants who come hither, the migration, into the At- 
lantic States and into the West, of members of the German churches, is already coming 
to be a recognized, and, in some instances, a most useful element of evangelism even 
here. One of your committee makes mention of a colporteur laboring efficiently in a 
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New England city, who was formerly a member of one of the churches in Germany, who, 
converted by the instrumentality of this Mission in Hesse Cassel, walked a hundred 
miles to receive Christian baptism. Another of your Committee, long a missionary 
laborer in the North West, states that he not unfrequently meets there with those who, 
converted to God and become members of the churches in Germany, are prepared to 
form nuclei of German churches in new States and Territories of the Mississippi 
Valley and “ the regions beyond.” These cases must continue to multiply, as churches 
in the German fatherland become more widely planted and increased in numbers, 
until, far more than now, they shall become an appreciable element in moulding the 
religious character and destiny of the population that is sweeping westward to the 
Pacific. 

The committee close their report with calling attention to another reflex influence, 
coming back upon us from our German Mission, which is the revival, as a pattern to 
all, of a living example of primitive fidelity and efficiency. The church in Hamburg, 
under the leadership of Mr. Oncken, has shown what, under God, a few, animated by 
a spirit of Christ-like zeal, can accomplish. “See,” says Dr. Guthrie, “ what the 
church in Hamburg did! Twenty years ago, five Christian men met there in a cob- 
bler’s shop. They resolved to form themselves into a church — a missionary church, 
with Hamburg and its environs for the field of their labors. igh above the regimental 
colors of that little band floated the royal banner of the cross. ‘They fought for the 
crown of Jesus. They toiled, they watched, they labored for the salvation of souls. 
One article of their creed, one term of their communion, was this: — That every 
member of that Christian church should be a working Christian. So, in the afternoons 
and evenings of the Lord’s day, they went forth to work, to gather in the loiterers by 
the highways and the hedges. Every member they gained was more than an acces- 
sion to their numbers; he was an accession to their power. And, with what results 
were their labors attended! These should encourage all other congregations and 
churches to ‘ go and do likewise.’ That handful of corn is now waving in the golden 
harvests of many fields. That acorn is now shot up into a mighty oak, that nestles the 
birds of heaven, and braves the tempest, and throws abroad a shadow on the 
ground. The church, which was at the first constituted of these five men, who met in 
an obscure and humble shop, has, in the course of twenty years, been blessed of God 
to convert many thousand souls, and bring some fifty thousand people under the 
regular ministrations of the gospel.” ‘This example is in itself alone, the committee 
feel, more than a return for all the outlay expended upon our mission in Germany. 
For this mission, becoming now so widely diffused in its ministry of blessing, the com- 
mittee bespeak in its struggles and conflicts as well as its successes, the enlarged 
sympathy and prayers of the churches. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


After discussion on a motion to appoint a Committee to consider 
whether the Board and Union could not condense their sessions 
within three days, — 

Voted, That a Committee of seven be appointed to consider and 
report at the present session the expediency of some plan by which 
the organization of the Union may be simplified and the time of the 
annual meetings curtailed, and if deemed desirable to submit some 
plan therefor. 


~The Committee on receipts and expenditures reported through 
Mr. J. M. 8. Williams. 
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REPORT. 


The committee to whom was referred the statement of Receipts and Expenditures 
for the past year, submit the following report. 

The committee regret that the receipts have not been enough to cover all expenses. 
While we agree with the statement that the financial difficulties of the country have 
diminished our usual collections, we do not think this has been the sole cause of the 
deficiency ; but that the misapprehensions existing in the minds of some of our breth- 
ren have kept back or changed the disposition of their contributions. 

With regard to our future operations, we think it very desirable that all existing diffi- 
culties should be settled at this time. If harmony can now be restored, (and your 
committee have faith to believe it will,) we have confidence that with the assistance 
of the new allies now being brought into our churches, we shall be able to collect the 
$110,000 required for the year’s expenses, and also the $53,000, to pay off the 
accumulated debt. 

We would suggest that the Executive Committee employ but few agents, whose 
great duty, in addition to making collections, shall be to urge upon the pastors and 
officers of each church, the vast importance of having a committee to call upon every 
individual to pay into the funds, so that each one shall feel a personal interest in the 
cause, and that the amount so collected shall go into the treasury of the Union without 
any deduction whatever for collecting. We feel confident, were each church to go 
into this arrangement, that the eollections can be increased seventy-five to one hun- 
dred per cent. 

The committee would also suggest to the Board, — in view of the depressed state 
of our finances and the lessened labors at the Mission Rooms,—the propriety of cur- 
tailing expenses by hereafter employing only one Secretary. 


Voted, That the report be referred to the Union. 
Adjourned with prayer by the Rev. J. Aldrich, of Mass. 


WepbnNEsDAY AFTERNOON, 3 o'clock. 


The Board re-assembled. After singing —“ There is a fountain 
filled with blood,” prayer was offered by the Rev. Wm. R. Williams, 
D. D., of N. Y. 

Rey. Geo. W. Bosworth, Me., W. R. Williams, D. D., N. Y., G. N. 
Briggs, Mass., J. M. Linnard, Pa., E. Lathrop, D. D., N. Y., Rev. S. 
L. Caldwell, Me., 8. W. Adams, D. D., O., were appointed a Com- 
mittee on the organization of the Union. 

The Committee on the Burman Missions reported through the 
Rey. A. P. Mason, and the report was accepted. 


REPORT. 


Your committee to whom was referred so much of the report of the Executive as 
pertains to the Burman Missions, would respectfully report : — 

The paper submitted to us embraces all our missions in Burmah. Over this vast 
field are scattered ten missions with their numerous outstations and schools, with 
nearly two hundred native preachers, and two hundred churches, with nearly 
fifteen thousand communicants. During the past year, as near as we can learn, 
between ten and twelve hundred converts have been baptized. 

It cannot be expected of your committee that they should report specially upon 


‘ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
3 


| 


204 Forty-fourth Annual Meeting of the Board. [July, 


each mission. The most we can do is to mention some prominent facts brought to 
view by the Report of the Executive, and suggest some reflections which they awaken. 

As a whole, the missions and churches are in a prosperous state. Though suffering 
from retrenchment, God has not retrenched in his wonted blessings. These have 
been measured out, not according to the scantiness of our efforts and contributions, 
but according to the riches of his grace. Nearly every station has been refreshed, and 
on some have fallen copious showers of divine influence, causing the desert to rejoice 
and blossom as the rose. 

In the death of Rev. Mr. Whitaker, of the Maulmain Karen Mission, all are deeply 
afflicted; and while we mingle our sympathies with the bereaved wife and children, 
and mourn that another faithful laborer is taken from the field, we would submissively 
bow, saying, “ Even so, Father, for so it seemeth good in thy sight.” 

The Rangoon Mission has suffered heavy loss by fire, and we cannot too gratefully 
acknowledge the generous and timely aid rendered our brethren by contributions from 
Caleutta and Rangoon of nearly 3000 rupees. 

The Karen Theological School, under the care of Dr. Wade, is, in the judgment of 
your committee, one of the most important agencies for the evangelization of that 
interesting people. We believe it is emphatically true, as Dr. Wade says, “ By far 
the greater part of the work to be done among the Karens, must be done by native 
missionaries and pastors. The means of our Foreign Mission Societies are not, and 
never will be, adequate to provide and sustain foreign pastors and evangelists in num- 
bers even approaching a sufficient supply for the present and constantly increasing 
demands of the Karen Mission for pastoral and itinerant labor. The means by which 
these demands are to be supplied, and the work go on still widening in its sphere and 
improving in its quality, are clearly indicated by divine Providence ; — which points, 
definitely and unmistakably, to a scripturally enlightened native ministry.” 

To this work God is calling the young men in the Karen churches., They ask for 
knowledge to fit them for it. They come to this school for its acquisition. Alas, that 
they should be sent empty away, because the contributions of the churches have not 
allowed the Executive to appropriate funds for their support! The number of these 
pupils, —the hope of the Karen churches, — has been reduced the past year from 
forty-eight to thirty-six, and would have fallen far below this, had not the Maulmain 
Mission Society supported the Senior class, consisting of sixteen members, and individ- 
ual donors made provision for five others. In the judgment of your committee, the 
question should come home to the heart of every pastor, and by him be urged upon 
every member of his church, — whether this school shall be longer crippled, and young 
men called of God to preach the gospel, and asking at its doors for knowledge, shall 
be turned empty away, because there is no money with which to supply them with 
bread. 

Another important, and more pleasing fact brought before us in this report is the 
rapid development of the principle of self-support among the Karen churches. In the 
Tavoy and Toungoo Missions, particularly, the native preachers are almost entirely 
supported by those among whom they minister. Chapels are built, and schools are 
established and maintained without foreign aid. Thus far the system has worked 
admirably, — developing the energies and talents of Christians, extending their useful- 
ness, and binding yet more closely to their hearts the cause of Christ. In a vigorous 
native ministry, and by native school teachers, and these supported by native 
Christians, your committee feel, rests, under God, the ultimate triumph of Christianity 
among the heathen. 

In reviewing the history of our Burman Mission for the past year, your committee 
are pained with the effects of retrenchment, every where visible, and so keenly felt in 
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every department of labor. Our missionaries are being worn out, and are dying with 
none to take their places. In their efforts they are embarrassed. Their preaching 
excursions are cut short. The printing and circulation of books and tracts is curtailed. 
Schools for Christian converts are discontinued, or limited in their influence ;— and 
on every hand, our brethren feel that they are held in check,— hindered in their 
usefulness, and are spending their time and strength with comparatively feeble results. 
“ My brethren, these things ought not so to be.” Either our missions and missionaries 
must be more ably supported, or they will soon cease to be. And it is for us as pas- 
tors, and the churches whom we serve in the gospel, to determine which alternative 
we will meet. The ery which our missionaries have so long and loudly rung in our 
ears for reinforcements, must be responded to, or “the blood of the heathen will stain 
our garments. Wade is nearly worn out. Haswell cannot endure much longer. 
And if these brethren, laboring alone, are taken away, there is left no man in the field 
to take their places. In the judgment of your committee, the time has fully come, 
when the cry of retrenchment should cease, and the cry of reinforeement should be 
reiterated at home in the ears of every pastor, and of every member of all our 
churches, until there shall be such a response in an overflowing treasury, as shall 
empower our Executive to send relief, and joy and gladness to all our missions. 


The Committee on Obituaries reported through the Rey. Dr. Gil- 
lette, and the report was accepted. 


REPORT. 


Our Missionary Union has, in common with the other great Societies of our denom- 
ination, its death-roll ; and each succeeding year summons us to inscribe it with new 
names, to drop the tear of sympathy, and consider our own rapidly advancing turn 
to descend the sullen stream which bounds time. 

To the goodly company who have, in previous years, gone before, the Board have, 
this season, to add the names of two of their missionaries, — Rev. Daniel Whitaker 
and Mrs. E. A. Goddard. Both these have been well and long tried, and found faith- 
ful. They now “ rest from their labors and their works do follow them.” 

Mr. Whitaker died in Maulmain, —a warrior on the field. “The memory of the 
just is blessed.” The recollection of their piety is balm to the afflicted. Survivors 
record and cherish their virtues. And as they view their faith in Jesus, “ the resurrec- 
tion and the life,” they console themselves over their graves. This is our solace, as we 
mourn our departed brother. He came and went a Christian, ~ an earnest, enlight- 
ened, indefatigable workman. It was a belief of the ancients, that “ the bolt makes 
sacred what it strikes.” Death's shaft has made our friend so. God redeemed him by 
his Son’s blood — and God has taken him to himself. His dust is sacred; his soul is 


glorified; his honor on earth is bright; he is wearing the untarnished livery of the | 


saints. 

In the hearts that enshrine the memory of the Judsons, the Newells, the Comstocks, 
is that of Mrs. Goddard. Her name is fragrant as ointment poured forth. She is now 
set in the firmament of renowned females, — has risen, a star for eternity. 

The chisel perpetuates the fame of men; and so the pen. But the chisel and the 
pen fail. Monuments become moss-grown. Books are laid on their shelves. Some- 
times a kind friend, — as “ Old Mortality,” who spent his age in repairing the tomb- 
stones of Scotland, of the Cameronians, who fell in fighting under the banners of the 
Solemn League and Covenant, — revives a fading name. But Old Mortality himself 
fails. Deeds, however, last forever. “ The good that men do lives after them,” and 


so the evil. Happy for us if our lives are good. Then our names become brilliant 
and eternal. 
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~ It was kindly and nobly done for a compatriot in arms, when it was resolved by a 
hero band, one of whom had fallen in battle, that at each succeeding roll-call his 
name should still be perpetuated, and one of their number should answer for him: 
“ Dead on the field.” We would do the same for our missionary dead. Whitaker! 
“ Dead on the field.” Goddard! “ Dead on the field.” 

‘The names of these missionaries are henceforth spirit-names, engraved on the heart, 
and set in the diadem of the great King and Conqueror, Jesus, the Son of God — 
names which angels learned when they joyed over their repentance, and which are 
reported by them now in the presence of the Lord God and the Lamb. 

They have been, like their Lord, “ received up into glory.”. And now, from their 
high abode, they speak to those on heathen soil, — fellow-toilers and co-Christians, 
and to us all, as we look after them with mournful hearts,—“* We are not dead, but 
live ; we shall come again for our sleeping dust. Be ye faithful unto death, and ye 
also shall receive a crown of life.” 


The Committee on the Assam Mission, reported through the Rev. 
Dr. Adams, and the report was accepted. 


The committee to whom was referred the report upon the Assam and Tecloogoo 
Missions, would submit the following paper. 

The Assam Mission is one of those missions in respect to which this body may say as 
the Lord, by his servant Isaiah, said concerning the house of Jacob, — “ I have chosen 
thee in the furnace of afiliction.” 

It was under the flattering belief that a vast population would be accessible to mis- 
sion labor, which would also be a connecting link between India, Northern Burmah 
and China, that this field was selected and entered nearly twenty-three years ago. 

Sober experience has long since shown that extravagant expectations were enter- 
tained in the inception of the enterprise. The illusions which magnified the picture of 
this missionary field, have in no way tended to enhance its success, but rather served 
both to postpone and diminish it. The direct result was to cloud the eager vision of 
the pioneers of this mission, and darken and circumscribe the prospects which charmed 
and captivated its friends at home. 

Ever since the body of our beloved Thomas sank lifeless in the waters of the Brah- 
maputra, and his sainted spirit ascended to glory, adversity has been hurling some ill- 
fated shaft at the laborers in this field. 

Insurrection early routed them from the first two sites that were chosen as posts for 
occupancy. Upon the track of most of them, disease, in some form, if not death, has 
followed, to the deep disappointment and sorrow of all. Nor have we been spared the 
sorer disappointment and keener grief arising from defection. Post after post has 
been relinquished, till, in the language of one of its honored and faithful laborers, 


_ “within eight years past, out of eight mission families in Assam, seven have been 


removed. Of the three stations two are left vacant, and there is only one remaining 
foreign laborer in that field.” 

We should, however, render great injustice to the enterprise here begun and carried 
forward for more than a score of years, impliedly impeaching the wisdom that first 
projected it, and casting reflection upon the faithful that have served it and still con- 
tinue to cleave to it, were we to omit to mention that there are lights as well as shades 
to the dark picture now before you. 

Much has already been done and well done. A good foundation, deep and broad, 
has been laid for the erection of a superstructure, noble and enduring. The translation 
of the New Testament has been made, and the Old has been commenced. Besides 
this, tracts and smaller works have been written and circulated, as the reports of past 
years show. 
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The pioneer experience has been gained at a very heavy cost of suffering, of valued 
health and lives, and the avails of this can to some extent be turned in future to great 
_ advantage. 

In addition to being in a climate more congenial than that of Burmah, the mission- 
aries can now fortify their strength better, and shield themselves from exposure in the 
future, beyond what they could have done in the past. 

There are no additional outlays required for the present to complete the facilities 
and appurtenances of missionary equipage. There are no grounds to be purchased, or 
houses to be reared. Dwellings, chapels, and all that enters into the term “ compounds,” 
now await the occupancy of the Assam laborers. 

In view of these facts, which are cheering, your committee cannot forbear to 
express their conviction that the rich valley of the great Mississippi of Assam will, like 
the valley of Achor, become a “ a door of hope,” and the church yet claim “ her vine- 
yards from thence.” On the mountain tribes still better prospects dawn. 

There is here wealth of soil; there are prospects of a thriving commerce from the 
culture of the tea plant, which is not surpassed in quality and yield in the Celestial 
Empire ; the accessibility also of the country, now brought by steamers plying upon 
the river within fifteen or twenty days of Calcutta, (or nearly one half this, as they 
only run from sunrise to sunset,) which was once removed by an interval of four 
months ;— there is, we repeat, all this to commend its earnest culture with reinforce- 
ments. But above all these considerations there arises the weightier one, that God 
commands us to enter it by the voice of his word, or rather, having entered it, to hold 
it and subjugate it to the reign of his Son. 

We are happy to add that the aggregate membership at the three mission stations is 
forty-six, showing that the results offer occasion “ to thank God and take courage.” 

Your committee cannot think otherwise than that the Board will look upon those 
that have already been enrolled as genuine converts, as the first fruits of the generous 
harvest yet to be gathered from the fertile soil of Assam. 

The committee are persuaded that the Board are brought to this alternative, either 
to relinquish the Mission, or speedily reinforce it. The latter we most earnestly re- 
commend. 

The Mission to the Teloogoos may admit of a similar strain of remark. 

In a field that numbers its 14,000,000, disturbed more or less by the mutiny that 
has infected all parts of India, there is little to hope for at present from a feeble force 
in the midst of so many millions. 

As this field has been reviewed with special ability in years gone by, the committee 
would, without further enlargement upon its merits, express the hope that the mission 
may be continued and if possible, increased commensurately with its necessities. 

Respectfully submitted. 


The Committee on the “ Necessity of Reinforcing the Asiatic Mis- 
sions” reported through the Rev. Dr. Murdock. 


NECESSITY OF REINFORCING THE ASIATIC MISSIONS. 


On this subject the Executive Committee have directed a special paper to be pre- 
pared which is now submitted to the consideration of the Board; and as certain facts, 
already stated in the body of the Report on the state of the missions, have an impor- 
tant bearing on this topic, they are to be reproduced here. 

By reviewing the history of these missions for the last seven years, we find that 
apart from the missionaries organically disconnected with the Union but who still abide 
in the foreign field, the process of reduction by death and disease has been steadily 
going on. The death of Mr. Whitaker and Mrs. Goddard has been already referred 
to. Three other missionaries and four female assistants have also been called away. 
from their labors by sickness of themselves or their companions during the past year. 
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The number of returned laborers, reported at our last anniversary, from sickness or 
other sufficient cause, or who had ceased from their earthly labors during the year, was 
six missionaries and seven female assistants and none had been sent to oceupy their — 
vacated places. In the year 1855-6, the number disabled was two missionaries and 
three female assistants, and in the four years next preceeding, twelve missionaries and 
thirteen female assistants—making within the last seven years, in the Asiatic Missions 
alone, twenty-four missionaries and twenty-seven female assistants, an aggregate of fifty- 
one laborers, while the aggregate reinforcements during the same period to the same 
missions have been but thirteen missionaries and fifteen female assistants, an aggregate 
of twenty-eight laborers—making the numerical working force in the Asiatic Missions 
last year as compared with what it was seven years since less, from providential causes 
alone, by twenty-three. 

From this summary statement it will be noticed that the average reduction of the 
working force year by year amounts to more than seven persons annually; and that, 
to keep the number good, it is necessary to send out from three to four new families 
every twelve-month. It will also be observed that this decrease, extending over so 
long a period as seven years, must be regarded as resulting from the operation of only 
ordinary causes,—causes which may be expected to continue their disastrous workings, 
with occasional alleviations it may be, for an indefinite period. The agencies which 
prove destructive to life and health in those countries, will remain the same, and their 
fruits will be the same. It is no speciality which we record, no crisis in your affairs 
which may be expected to give place to an improved state of things, except as life and 
health may be prolonged—by enlarging the forces on the field and placing at their dis- 
posal increased facilities for doing their work. 

From this view let us turn to another, and see what you have left on the field. In 
Assam there is one missionary with his wife, where, three years ago, you had six mission- 
aries and their wives: at Nellore you have two missionaries and their wives, and at all 
the stations in Burmah, sixteen missionaries and fifteen female assistants: in Siam, two 
missionaries and two female assistants, while the entire force in China, reckoning Mr. 
Ashmore and wife, who provisionally are connected with the Hongkong Mission, num- 
bers five missionaries and five female assistants, making an aggregate, in all the Asiatic 
Missions of only twenty-six missionaries and twenty-five female assistants—in all, fifty- 
one, precisely as many as have left the same missions within the last seven years. Of 
this number, it is known that some eight or ten are so enfeebled that they are making 
arrangements to return home, and some of them may even now be on their way. 

It reguires no prophet’s ken to foresee that, if things are left to goon as they have 
been going for the last few years, your work in the Asiatic Missions will soon come to 
an end, as it has already in Africa and Greece. It was a sad day indeed, when the 
forces at a single point were ordered to beat a retreat, and the first inch of ground 
occupied by them was given up to the foe. The question now distinctly put to the 
Board is, Shall your declining missions be reinforced ?—a question which must not be 
deferred or lightly passed over; for, as the Executive Committee believe, nothing 
among all the topics now claiming attention can for a moment compare with it in im- 
portance. This ought to be the one theme of absorbing interest in the dcliberations 
of your body. Shall the work, from this annual meeting, take an onward move- 
ment? 

If we might suggest the outline of a plan for reinforcement, we would say that two 
families ought to join the Assam Mission without delay —to be followed as soon as 
October or November by three others, one for Nellore and two for Burmah; while 
every effort should be made to place as many more in Siam and Hongkong, or that 
immediate vicinity, so soon as the warlike operations there shall give place to a settled 
state of the country. This would make a beginning, which, followed up in a spirit of 
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united zeal and consecration worthy of the disciples of Christ, would give promise of 
large increase. 


REPORT. 


The committee to whom was referred the special paper from the Executive Com- 
mittee on the “ Necessity of Reinforcing the Asiatic Missions,” ean scarcely hope to do 
more than to emphasize the startling fact which it sets forth in reference to the work- 
ing force now engaged in the principal missionary field of this Board. The statement 
that, during the last seven years as many missionaries have been removed from the 
field by death, sickness or other providential causes, as now remain in it; that while 
fifty-one laborers have been withdrawn, only twenty-eight have gone out to take their 
) places; in other words, that there has been, in the seven years just closed, a decrease in 
the actual working force of our Asiatic missions of more than forty-one per cent. can- 
not but be regarded as portentous and alarming. 

Your committee cannot add to the effect of this naked statement. Nor do they — 
deem it necessary to enlarge on the evils which must result from this retrograde move- 
ment in our most important missions. It need not be said that advance is an indispen- 
sable condition of a living Christianity. ‘To stand still in any sphere of the Christian 
life is to go back. It is only by pressing toward the things that are before, that we 
make any real attainment in our Christian course. The man that is not going on to 
perfection, is drawing back to perdition. The church that does not increase in num- 
bers, grace and efficiency, is losing ground, and must become extinct in the end. And 
what is true, in this respect, of individuals and churches, is preéminently true of the 
work of Christian missions. There must be increase, enlargement, or there will be 
reverses and ultimate wasting. It is only when there is an advance in the work of 
discipling the nations, that the presence of Christ is with his people. 

In view of these universally recognized principles, your committee have anxiously 
inquired how it has come to pass that we have fallen on this retrograde movement in 
the great work of missions. ‘The missionary field has not been closed against our la- 
borers. On the other hand, it was never larger, more accessible or more promising, than 
it has been during the period embraced in the paper before us. Nor has God ceased 
to smile on the labors of his servants. The Spirit has not been withheld. At no period 
in the history of our missions, have the results of missionary effort been more blessed 
and abundant. Nor again is it for the want of competent laborers, that we are leaving 
our mission stations in the East imperfectly manned, or wholly unoccupied. There are 
laborers enough, ready to engage in this work as soon as they are assured that they can 
be sent out. The immediate ground of the state of facts communicated in the special 
paper of the Executive Committee is the withholding of funds by the churches con- 
tributing to the treasury of the Union. And, in the judgment of your committee, 
this withholding has not been on account of pecuniary weakness or financial troubles, 
but has sprung from a decay of missionary zeal. It is to that decline of the spirit of 
Christ in the laborers abroad and the churches at home, which has given place to the 
dissensions, jealousies and divisions of the past seven years, that we trace the secret of 
this retrograde. The excuse of inability will not avail. All such pleas must give 
place to the charge of indisposition. We have lost sight of the Saviour’s solemn com- 
mand to convert the nations. We have overlooked his injunction, “ Freely ye have 
received, freely give.” While we have been debating about the line of advance, our 
ranks have been thinned; we have fallen into dismay, and our missionary force has 
been well nigh driven from the ground. 

Your committee are persuaded that this state of things ought not to continue. This 
retrogression should be checked at once. The religious prosperity of our churches, 
the honor of the Christian name, the authority of our ascended Lord, and the implor- 
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ing cry of the perishing heathen, alike demand that we should go forward. Our 
bickerings must cease. Our difficulties must be forgotten. The missionary laborers 
now in this country, should be returned to their respective fields of labor as soon as 
they can get ready. Three or four new families should be sent out within the next 
nine months. We must close up our ranks and move onward. Nothing could be so 
disastrous to our missionary work as this slow retreat. Debt is unquestionably a great 
evil; downright failure would be an evil; but either would be more honorable to our 
faith and Christian courage than this inglorious pause. In the judgment of your com- 
mittee, the time has come for us to set an example of venturing something for the honor 
of the Master and the salvation of the perishing heathen. We are persuaded that 
such a movement, wisely and vigorously made, will be seconded by the churches. We 
will not allow ourselves so far to question the reality or extent of that blessed outpour- 
ing of the Holy Spirit under which so many thousands of our Israel have of late been 
refreshed, as to give place to a doubt that they will promptly follow where the word and 
Spirit and providence of God so clearly point the way. 

Your committee therefore recommend that it be resolved, as the deliberate sense of 
this Board, that our Asiatic Missions should be reinforced by at least three families 
within the current year. 

The report was laid on the table. 


The Committee of Arrangements further reported that religious 
services be held in this house this evening at 74 o’clock, and that 
addresses be made by Rev. Messrs. Bronson and Ward, returned mis- 
sionaries from Assam. 


Voted, That the Board recommend to the Union Thursday evening 
at 74 o’clock, as the time for the delivery of the Annual Sermon. 


The Committee on the Simplification of the Organization of the 
Union reported through the Rev. G. W. Bosworth. 


REPORT. 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of a Simplification of the Organiza- 
tion of the Union, respectfully submit the following report : 

After such deliberation as the time allowed, it seems to your committee that though 
the present Constitution of the Union may not be perfect, nor embody all the excellen- 
cies possible in a new one, yet that its practical operations hitherto have been so gen- 
erally satisfactory and useful as to render any change, at present, inexpedient. 

Your conimittee would suggest that some practical embarrassment complained of 
might be relieved, were the Board to affirm the decision of the Chair this morning, that 
members of the Union have the right to submit motions to the Board. 


The minority of the Committee reported through the Hon. J. M. 
Linnard. 


REPORT. 


The committee having determined that it is inexpedient to alter the Constitution, 
whereby less time might be consumed in the business of the Union, the subscriber re- 
grets the necessity he feels laid upon him to differ with his brethren, feeling satisfied 
that time would be saved and more satisfaction given to the Union if the business were 
brought directly before them, and their “ deliberation” eventuate in their decision by 
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a vote, without the intervention of the Board, and asks leave to offer the following 
resolution : 
Resolved, That a Committee of — be appointed to revise the Constitution so that 
the intermediate Board may be dispensed with. 
J. M. LINNARD. 


Pending discussion, the Board adjourned with benediction by Rev. 
Dr. Sears, of R. I. 


WEDNESDAY EveENtING, 74 o'clock. 


The Board re-assembled. The hymn “ Jesus lover of my soul” 
was sung by the congregation, and prayer was offered by Rev. J. W. 
Parker, D. D., of Mass. 

Voted, To lay on the table the business under consideration at ad- 
journment, in order to receive the report from the Committee on the 
Relations of Missionaries. 

Voted, To postpone the order of services as reported by the Com- 
mittee of Arrangements. 

The Committee on the Relations of Missionaries reported through 
Pres. M. B. Anderson. 


REPORT. 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of the Relations of Missionaries to 
the Union, have given it that deliberate and anxious consideration which its import- 
ance demands and our limited time permitted. To consider it thoroughly, with an 
examination of the voluminous correspondence and documents in relation to it, would 
require more time than your committee could command. 

The committee deeply regret that the administration of the past year has not re- 
sulted in the reunion with the Board of those missionaries who have heretofore labored 
with it, and recommend that every means in the power of the Board, consistent with 
the Constitution, which present circumstances or future events may make available to 
conciliate alienated fecling and restore harmony of action between themselves and 
their present and former missionaries, be sedulously and continuously employed. 

The committee would also hope and trust that our brethren who have withdrawn 
from us will meet the Board in a spirit of self-sacrifice, which will sink all personal 
griefs and considerations in love for the cause of Christ. 

The committee would also recommend that while the missionaries who have (tem- 
porarily, it is hoped,) withdrawn from us continue to labor in their old fields, the 
greatest care be taken to avoid collision through the introduction of new laborers on 
the same ground. 


A minority report was presented by Rev. Wm. R. Williams, D. D. 


REPORT. 


The subseriber, as one of the Committee on the Relations of Missionaries to the 
Union, believes that no practical results of benefit to that cause which is dear to us 
all, can be anticipated from our re-opening the question between the Union and some 
of its Eastern laborers. Honest differences of judgment which cannot now be recon- 
ciled, and difficulties which even but to review is to continue and to exasperate, may 
best be disposed of by a general and thorough oblivion, in the Master’s name and from 
regard to the souls of the heathen. 

It would scarce seem that this Union can make any important or organic changes 
as to its control over its mission stations. But they may yet tender to those brethren 
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who have become disaffected and to those who have divided from us, the cordial and 
fraternal inquiry, if there be yet left, without such organic changes, any scheme prac- 
ticable for a restoration of the old ties. If this could be effected, the heathen would be 
spared the spectacle of contentions among brethren, and receive, instead of that sean- 
dal, the benefit of our united endeavors, whilst we forget the past, save as it shall ad- 
monish us to a more watchful forbearance with each other and to a more earnest con- 
secration of every faculty and of all our blended resources to the great work of turn- 
ing, by God's grace, perishing nations from their idols to the only living God. 
WILLIAM R. WILLIAMS. 


Voted, To refer both reports to the Union. 

The reports on the Simplification of the Organization of the Union 
having been taken from the table, after discussion, the resolution in 
the minority report was amended, on motion of Hon. J. H. Duncan, 
of Mass., as follows: 

Voted, That a Committee of seven be appointed to consider and 
report,.at the next annual meeting of the Board, such amendments of 
the Constitution as may, in their judgment, be expedient. 

The ayes and noes being called, the amendment was adopted by a 
vote of 23 to 2. 

The resolution as amended, was unanimously carried. 

The congregation then united in singing the hymn, “ Zion, awake, 
thy strength renew,” and the Rev. Wm. Ward, returned missionary 
from Assam, addressed the audience. 

The hymn, “ When I survey the wondrous cross,” was sung, fol- 
lowed by an address by the Rev. M. Bronson, also from Assam, 
After which a collection was taken, in behalf of the Assam Mission, 
amounting to $108. 

Adjourned with prayer by the Rev. J. C. Stockbridge, of Mass. 


Tuurspay Mornina, 9 o'clock. 


The Board re-assembled, and after singing the hymn,“ Jesus, [ love 
thy charming name,” prayer was offered by Wm. Crane, Esq., of Md. 

Voted, That $100. of the collection of last evening be appropri- 
ated to constitute Judge McLeod Wylie, of Calcutta, a Life Member 
of the Union. 

The Committee on the revision of the Constitution, was appointed 
as follows: 

Hon. J. H. Duncan, of Mass., Rev. J. H. Kennard, D. D., of Pa, 
A. M. Gammell, Esq., of R. I, Rev. J. W. Parker, D. D., of Mass., 
Rev. Wm. R. Williams, D. D., of N. Y., Rev. M. G. Clarke, of Ind, 
Rev. J. G. Binney, D. D., of D. C. 

Voted, That the Rev. Dr. Welsh, of N. Y., and Rev. H. C. Fish, of 
N. J., be added to the Committee. 

Voted, That the Chairman and Seeretary report the proceedings 
of the Board of Managers to the Union. 

The Board then adjourned with prayer by the Rev. L. Porter, D. 
D., of Mass. 

Ira Harris, Chairman. 


Tuos. D, ANDERSON, Recording Secretary. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE MISSIONARY UNION. 


May 20, 1858, 


The American Baptist Missionary Union convened this day at 10 
o'clock, A. M., in the meeting-house of the First Baptist Church in 
this city, to hold its forty-fourth anniversary. 

The President, Hon. George N. Briggs, took the chair, and prayer 
was offered by Rev. B. Sears, D. D., of R. I. 

The forty-sixth Psalm was then read, and an appropriate address 
was delivered by the President. 

Rev. Messrs. J. Cookson, N. Y., W. F. Stubbert, Mass., E. Dew- 
hurst, Me., LB. Griffith, Pa., G. P. Nice, N. J., and Messrs. G. B. Peck, 
R. I., and H. 'T. Miller, O., were appointed a Committee to ascertain 
the names of members and delegates present, who subsequently 
reported as follows: 

REPORT. 

The Committee appointed to ascertain the names of the Life Members present, 
respectfully report: — 

The whole number of Life Members present is 269. From Maine, 5; New Hamp- 
shire, 2; Vermont, 2; Massachusetts, 48; Rhode Island, 11; Connecticut, 5; New 
York, 37; New Jersey, 49; Pennsylvania, 86; Delaware, 2; Maryland, 1; District 
of Columbia, 2; Virginia, 2; Ohio, 7; Illinois, 2; Iowa, 2; Minnesota, 2; Missouri, 1; 


Assam, 2. 
MAINE. 


FE. Dewhurst, 
William H. Kelton, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
D. F. Richardson. 


George W. Bosworth, William II. Shailer. 


8. L. Caldwell, 


C. G. Gurr, 
VERMONT. 
Peter W. Dean, L. A. Dunn. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


J. Aldrich, 

R. P. Anderson, 

T. D. Anderson, 

A. M. Averill, 

B. W. Barrows, 

M. L. Bickford, 
Ezekiel Blake, 

N. Boynton} 
George N. Briggs, 
George Brooks, 
George W. Chipman, 
Gardner Colby, 
James W. Converse, 
Austin J. Coolidge, 
James H. Duncan, 
S. W. Foljambe, 


Gustavus Forbes, 
E. K. Fuller, 
Charles Ingalls, 
Heman Lincoln, 
Geo. W. Little, 
B. Loomis, 

A. P. Mason, 

J. W. Merrill, 
Benjamin Millett, 
J. N. Murdock, 
‘Thomas Nickerson, 
J. W. Olmstead, 
J. W. Parker, 
Solomon Peck, 
S. E. Pierce, 
Lemuel Porter, 


Thomas Richardson, 
W. T. Richardson, 
Daniel Sanderson, 
Miles Sanford, 
E. R. Seccomb, 
S. F. Smith, 
Freeman A. Smith, 
J. C. Stockbridge, 
W. F. Stubbert, 
James N. Sykes, 
J. G. Warren, 
Dwight Wheelock, 
= Vilbur, 

ohn M. S. Williams, 
Lister Williams. 
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G. 8. 
8. W. 
A. M. 
Foster Henry, 


8. D. Phel 
W. Reid, 


E. Andrews, 

S. Baker, 

G. C. Baldwin, 
A. C. Barrell, 

G. D. Boardman, 
M. G. Brocklin, 
John M. Bruce, 
A. H. Burlingham, 
E. Caldwell, 

J. E. Chesshire. 
John Cookson, 
W. Dean, 

John B. Durbrow, 


C. Ambler, 

A. Armstrong, 
Rufus Babcock, 
HL. M. Baldwin, 
Jacob Banks, 

I. J. Barber, 

E. M. Barker, 
Edward Barrass, 
Joseph Belden, 
James T. Brown, 
A. P. Buel, 


F. T. Cailho 

George W. fark, 
Daniel B. Coleman, 
S. L. Cox, 

E. D. Fendall, 

H. C. Fish, 


C. F. Abbott, 
C. H. Auner, 
N. B. Baldwin, 
Isaac Beath, 
Levi G. Beek, 
Joseph Belcher, 


William Bucknell, 
William 8. Bunker, 
E. 8S. Burnett, 
Washington Butcher, 
S. A. Caldwell, 
P. H. Cassady, 
B. Chene 

A. Judson Clarke, 
Isaac Cole, 
J.P. Crozer, 


RIUODE ISLAND, 


B. Jastram, 
Nathan Mason, 
William F. Nelson, 


CONNECTICUT. 


D. T. Shailer, 
R. Turnbull, 


NEW YORK. 


Z. Freeman, 
George Gault, 
A. D. Gillette, 
Ira Harris, 

J. C. Harrison, 
BB. M. Hill, 

J. S. Holme, 
E. Johnson, 
James Johnston, 
J. S. Ladd, 
E. Lathro , 

J. B. Ludlow, 


NEW JERSEY. 


Daniel J. Frease, 
Thomas Goodwin, 
James Hague, 
William D. Lires, 
A. J. Hires, 
John Jones, 

J. S. Kennard, 
G. P. Martin, 
Pethuel Mason, 
William Maul, 
James MeChallip, 
J. D. Meeson, 

S. IL. Mirick, 
John R. Murphy, 
C. Osborn, 


Wheelock H. Parmly, 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Samuel A. Crozer, 
John C. Davis, 
Henry Day, 

James S. Dickerson, 
B. C. Everett, 
Samuel Farwell, 

K. A. Fleischman, 
Isaac Ford, 

II. B. Gower, 

Isaac Gray, 
Charles Griffin, 
John Hanna, 
Ilenry C. Harrison, 
William 8S. ILansell, 
S. Hansell, 
George Higgins, 
W. L. Jacobs, 
Israel James, 
Richard James, 
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George B. Peck, 
W. C. Richards, 
Barnas Sears. 


W. C. Ulyat. 


FE. C. Mitchell, 
W.D. Murphy, 
A. K. Nott, 

T. Rogers. 

J. R. Scott, 

C. P. Sheldon, 
E. E. L. Taylor, 
George C. Walker, 
Samuel White, 
Z. P. Wilds, 
Lyman Wright, 
J. F. Zebley. 


A. S. Patton, 

A. Perkins, 
William Rollinson, 
Homer Sears, 
Ephraim Sheppard, 
IL. B. Shermer, 
Lewis Smith, 
William Smith, 
Samuel Sproul, 

B. Stelle, 

'T. Swaim, 

John Todd, 

G. S. Webb, 

W. V. Wilson, 

J. Wright, 

George Young. 


R. Jeffery, 

John Jenkins, 
Wilson Jewell, 
Joseph Keen, 
William W. Keen, 
J. UL. Kennard, 

F. 8S. Kregle, 
Franklin Lee, 
Richard Lewis, 
Edgar M. Levy, 
Henry Lincoln, 
J. M. Linnard, 
Robert Lowry, 

B. R. Loxley, 
Howard Malcom. 
Thomas 8. Malcom, 
John A. McKean, 
Rollin F. Morgan, 
G. P. Nice, 
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A. K. Bell, 
Isaac Bevam 
J. Newton Brown, 


1858.] Annual Meeting of the Union. 


8. M. Osgood, John W. Sexton, 5. B. VanDusen, 

J. HH. Peters, William Shadrach, Joseph Walker, 

W. V. Pettit, G. M. Slaysman, William FE. Watkinson, 
Il. C. Putnam, J. Wheaton Smith, Thomas Wattson, 
Warren Randolph, G. M. Spratt, Daniel Weckerly, 
Enoch S. Reed, A.B. Still, William Wilder, 

J. W. Richards, A. If. Taylor, Thomas Winter, 
Walter S. Roberts, J. DD. Tavlor, George M. Young, 
Henry W. Scott, ‘Thomas ‘Tolman, R. F. Young, 

M. Seddinger, T. C. Trotter, S. W. Zeigler. 


DELAWARE. 
George W. Anderson, G. M. Condron. 


MARYLAND.—William Crane. 


VIRGINIA. 
M. R. Watkinson, IL. W. Read. 


S. W. Adams, H. Thane Miller, A. Pinney, 
William F. Hansell, S. W. Osborn, S. Talbot. 
J. W. Hayhurst, 


ILLINOIS. 
Charles Button, J. A. Smith. 


MissoukL— Washington Barnhurst. 


IOWA. 
A. A. Sawin, Hf. R. Wilbur. 
MINNESOTA, 
4 T. R. Cressey, Andrew Levering. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


George W. Samson, J. G. Binney. 


M. Bronson, William Ward. 


Voted, That a Committee of one from each state and territory 
here represented, be appointed to nominate Managers, to serve for 
the next three years, the names of fifty persons to be furnished, of 
whom the twenty-five having a majority of votes shall be elected; the 
Committee to be nominated by the members at large. 

Messrs. G. W. Bosworth, Me., J. N. Chase, N. H., G. Colby, Mass., 
L. A. Dunn, Vt., 8. D. Phelps, Ct., 8S. W. Field, R. L, G. C. Baldwin, 
N. Y., G. 8. Webb, N. J., J. TE. Kennard, Pa., H. Davis, O., M. G. 
Clarke, Ind., J. A. Smith, Ill, A. A. Sawin, Ia., T. R. Cressey, Min., 
W. Rollinson, Cal., G. W. Samson, D. C., G. W. Anderson, Del., W. 
Barnhurst, Mo., M. Bronson, Assam, and W. Dean, of the China 
Mission, were chosen the Committee. 

Voted, That the election of officers of the Union take place at 44 
o'clock this afternoon. 

‘oted, that the following be the hours for meeting and adjourn- 
ment, viz: for meeting, 10 o’clock, A. M., 3 and 74, P. M.; for 
adjournment, 1 and 54 o'clock, P. M. 
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A Committee, consisting of Rev. Messrs. E. Lathrop, N. Y., B. R. 
Loxley, Pa., 8. W. Adams, O., J. N. Murdock, Mass, and J. R. Scott, 
N. Y., was appointed to designate the place of the next annual 
meeting; also to nominate the preacher of the annual sermon. 

The Recording Secretary of the Board of Managers presented the 
fuliswing communication from that body. 


REPORT. 


According to the Constitution, the Board of Managers of the American Baptist 
Missionary Union met two days previous to the meeting of the Union, and herewith 
submit to the cognizance of the same the minutes of their proceedings : 

Calling special attention to the following topics, which, by vote, were referred to the 
consideration of the Union — viz. : 

The report recommending the appointment of a committee on the Consolidation of 
Societies. 

The report on Receipts and Expenditures. 

The report on the Reinforcement of Asiatic Missions. 

The recommendation that ‘Thursday evening be the appointed time for the delivery 
of the annual sermon. 

The reports of the majority and minority of the Committee on the Relations of 
Missionarics. 

Ira Harnis, Chairman. 
T. D. Anperson, Recording Secretary. 


The report to the Union by the Board in regard to the appoint- 
ment of a Committee to confer with Committees of other denomina- 
tional Societies was taken from the table and read, and Messrs. R. 
Babcock, D. D., N. J., J. M. Bruce, Jr., N. Y., and A. M. Gammell, 
Esq., R. L, were appointed to nominate persons to serve on such 
Committee. 

Communications were read by the Recording Seerctary, inviting 
the members of the “ Missionary Union” to visit the “ Hall of the 
‘ Academy of Natural Sciences” and the “ Museum of the University 
of Pennsylvania,” and it was 

Voted, That the Recording Secretary be instructed to tender the 
thanks of this body to the Managers of these Institutions for the 
invitations thus given. 

An informal invitation was extended to the Union to attend the 
“business men’s prayer meeting” between 12 and 1 o'clock, some 
day during its session; whereupon, it was 

Voted, That the Committee of one from each state and territory 
here represented, appointed to nominate persons to serve on the 
Board of Managers, attend said meeting to-morrow on behalf of the 
Union. 

Voted That we suspend business to-morrow at 12 o’clock, M., and 
spend an hour in prayer. 

The Committee appointed to designate a place of meeting and to 
nominate a preacher for next year, reported, recommending that the 
Union hold its next annual meeting in New York; that the Rey. 
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Silas Bailey, D.D., of Ind., preach the sermon, and that Rev. 8. B. 
Swaim, D. D., of Mass., be his alternate. 

The report was adopted. 

The report from the Board on the “Relations of Missionaries to 
the Union” was called up and read; the minority report on the 
same subject was also read, during the*discussions of which, the hour 
for adjournment arrived. 


Prayer was offered by Rey. G. 8. Webb, D. D., of N. J. 


Tuurspay AFTERNOON, 3 o'clock. 

The Union convened, and Rey. A. Perkins, D. D., of N. J., offered 
prayer. 

The majority report, under consideration at the hour of adjourn- 
ment, was adopted. 

The report from the Board on the “Reinforcement of the Asiatic 
Missions ” was read and adopted. 

The Committee appointed to nominate five persons to consult 
upon the Union of the several Societies of our denomination reported 
the names of Messrs. W. R. Williams, D. D., N. Y., D. M. Wilson, N. 
J., Henry Davis, D.D., O., Charles Walker, Ill., Gardner Colby, 
Mass., and they were appointed. 

Voted, That we accede to the recommendation of the Board, to 
have the Annual Sermon preached this evening, at 74 o’clock. 

The report of the Committee on “Receipts and Expenditures ” 
was taken up and considered, pending which, the time fixed for the 
election of officers arrived, and the report was laid upon the table. 

Messrs. W. C. Richards, R. I., J. E. Chesshire, N. Y., M. L. Bick- 
ford, Mass., H. B. Gower, Pa., and H. T. Miller, 0., were appointed 
a Committee to collect and count the votes for officers of the Union; 
and subsequently reported the following result. 


Hon. Grorce N. Bricas, President, 
Rey. B. T. Wexsn, D.D. 

« B. Anpersoy, LI. D. Vice Presidents. 
W. H. Suauier, D. D., Recording Secretary. 


The report on “ Receipts and Expenditures,” etc. was taken from 
the table, and it was 

Voted, That so much of the report as refers to Agencies be refer- 
red to the Board of Managers, with the request that they refer it to 
the Executive Committee; and the remaining part of the report was 
rejected. 

A Committee, consisting of Messrs. T. S. Malcom, Pa., E. K. 
Fuller, Mass., J. F. Brown, N. J., G. P. Martin, N. Y., E. Anderson, 
N. Y., was chosen to collect the votes for persons to serve on the 
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Board of Managers, who subsequently reported that the following 
were duly elected. 


MINISTERS. 


GrorGE Knox, Maine. Howarp Matcom, D. D., Pa. 
W. H. Eaton, NOL Wa. F. HANSELL, O. 
HEMAN LINCOLN, Mass. M. G. CLARKE, Indiana. 

R. TuRNBULL, D., S. G. Miner, IL. 

A. H. BURLINGHAM, N T. R. Cressty, Min. 
AARON Perkins, D. D., N. J. J. G. D. D. 

W. T. Brant D. D., Pa. Wm. Dean, D. D., WY 


LAYMEN. 


Josera GILMoreE, N. J. B. Dornrow, N. 
RYLAND FLETcHER, Vt. D. M. WIL8on, N. 

J. M.S. WiLLIAMsS, Mass. Va. 
Isaac Davis, Mass. a MILLER, O. 

J. B. Harrwe ct, R. L Doo.irre, WIs. 
A. HuBBELL, N. Y 


Adjourned. Prayer by Rev. J. C. Harrison, N. Y. 


Tuurspay Eventna, 7 1-2 o'clock. 


The Union assembled. The 126th Psalm was read, and prayer 
offered by Rev. J. Cookson, N. Y. 

The annual sermon was preached by the Rey. Wm. H. Shailer, D. D., 
of Me., from Romans 5: 3, 4.“ And not only so, but we glory in 
sidiulesion also; knowing that tribulation worketh patience ; and patience, 
experience, and experience, hope.” After the sermon, a collection was 
taken, amounting to $36.00. 

The doxology \ was sung, the benediction pronounced by Rev. J. G. 
Warren, D. D., and the “Union adjourned till 9 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 


Fripay Mornine, 9 o'clock. 


The Union met, and prayer was offered by Rev. Wm. Dean, D. D., 
of the China Mission. The record of yesterday was read and ap- 
proved. 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers be requested to instruct the 
Executive Committee to make its appropriations to the several mis- 
sions in gross sums, leaving the distribution of the money among the 
various departments of service to the missionaries themselves, and 
requiring of each mission annually a detailed account of the expendi- 
tures under such distribution. 

Resolved, That the Board be requested to instruct the Executive 
Committee to ascertain the practicability of embracing all our stations 
in the Asiatic missions in four or five missions, and, if found practica- 
ble, to effect such a change at the earliest possible moment. 

After the passage of the above resolution, prayer of thanksgiving 
was offered by M. B. Anderson, LL. D., President of Rochester Uni- 
versity. 

The Recording Secretary read a communication from Rev. Messrs. 
Vinton, Brayton, Ranney and Rose, of Rangoon, Burmah. 


| 
| 
q 


1858.] Annual Meeting of the Union. 219 


Whereupon it was, Voted, That the Missionary Union have received 
with satisfaction the letter from brethren Vinton, Brayton, Ranney 
and Rose, and hereby instruct the officers of the Union to respond 
appropriately and fraternally to it. 

Adjourned. Prayer by Rev. R. Turnbull, D. D., of Ct. 


Fripay AFrrernooy, 3 o'clock. 


The Union assembled, and Rev. J. E. Chesshire, of N. Y., offered 

rayer. 

Resolved, That the Union request the Board of Managers to in- 
struct the Executive Committee to forward, without delay, to our 
missionary brethren now separated from us, a cordial invitation to 
return to the service of the Union, in the confident hope that any 
differences which may exist can be settled on the missionary field. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Union be presented to the members 
of the First Baptist church and congregation, with the other citizens 
of Philadelphia, who have so hospitably entertained this body during 
its present session. 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Union be presented to the Mana- 
gers of those lines of travel who have generously reduced their fares 
for the convenience of its members. 

A motion was made to change the time of holding the Anniversary 
of the Missionary Union to the 4th Wednesday of May; it was 

Voted, That this subject be referred to the Committee appointed 
‘by the Board on the revision of the Constitution. 

Voted, That we adjourn. Prayer was offered by Rev. M. Bronson, 
of the Assam Mission, and, after a few closing remarks by the Presi- 
dent, the meeting was dissolved. 

Geo. N. Bricas, President, 

Wa. I. Saater, Recording Secretary. 
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FINAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


May 21, 1858. 

The Board convened in the First Baptist Church of Philadelphia 
on Friday afternoon at 5 o'clock. 

The Hon. Ira Harris, Chairman, being absent, on motion of Hon. 
J. M. Linnard, the Hon. J. H. Duncan was requested to occupy the 
chair pro tempore. 

Rev. Henry Day addressed the throne of grace. 

The following members answered to their names. 


CLASS I. 
Ministers. Laymen. Laymen. 
Henry Day, M. BALDWIN, Pr. W. Dean, 
G.S. Wess. CAULDWELL, J. Duncan, 
J.P. Crozer, J. W. 
CLASS II. 
Ministers. Laymen, 


Gero. W. Bosworrtn, 
Henry Davis, 

Wo. 

BARNAS SEARS, 

J. WHEATON SMITH. 


J.M. Bruce, Jr., 

A. M. GAMMELL, 
HENRY HARnison, 
J.M. Linnarp, 
EpWArp K. Seccomn. 


CLASS III. 
Ministers. Ministers. Laymen. 
A.M. W. F. TANSELL, Wo. BveKNELL, 
W. T. Brantvy, HEMAN LINCOLN, H. T. MILver, 
M. G. CLARKE, Howarp MALcom, J.M.8.W ILLIAMS, 
T. R. Cressey, AARON PERKINS, D. M. WIL80n. 
W. Dean, 


R. 


Tellers were appointed to collect and count the votes for Chairman 
and Secretary of the Board. The acting Secretary, Rev T. D. Ander- 
son declined a re-election. The tellers announced: 


Hon. Ira Harris, LL. D., of N. Y., Chairman. 
Rey. W. T. Brantty, D. D., of Pa., Secretary. 


On motion, a Committee was appointed to nominate Corresponding 
Secretaries, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Auditing Committee and 
Executive Committee. 

The Chairman named the following brethren for this Committee: 
Rev. Barnas Sears, D. D., J. P. Crozer, Esq., Rev. Wm. Reid, P. W. 
Dean, Esq., Rev. Henry Davis, D. D., J. M. 8. Williams, Esq., and 
Rev. G. W. Bosworth. 

Adjourned, after prayer, to meet at 74 o’clock, P. M. 


) 


220 

| 

| 


1858.] Final Meeting of the Board. 221 


Fripay Evenine, 7 1-2 o'clock. 


The Board met in the First Baptist Church, and prayer was offered 
by Rev. Geo. W. Bosworth. 

The Committee on nominations submitted the following report 
through their Chairman, Dr. Sears. 


Executive Committee. 


Rey. J. W. Parker, D. D., Hon. HEMAN LINCOLN, 
URDOCK SANDERSON, Esc 
'T. D. ANDERSON, ba GEORGE Brooks, Esq. 


Tuos. NICKERSON, Esq.. 


Foreign Secretary. Home Secretary. 
Rev. B. Stow, D. D. Rey. J. G. Warren, D. D. 
Treasurer. Assistant Treasurer. 
N. Boynton, Esq. F. A. Smiru, Esq. 


Auditing Committee. 
J.B. Witurrner, Esq., Jos. A. Ponp, Esq. 


The Board proceeded to ballot, when it appeared that the nominees 
of the Committee were duly elected to their respective offices. 

The Rev. T. D. Anderson positively refusing to serve on the 
Executive Committee, Rev. Barnas Sears, D. D., was chosen in his 
place. Dr. Sears declining the office, the Rev. J. W. Olmstead was 
chosen in his place. 

Voted, That the salaries of the officers remain the same as last 
year. 

The following resolution offered by the Rev. Dr. Malcom, of Pa., 
was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That we feel a peculiar interest in the children of our 
beloved missionaries who have fallen asleep in Jesus, and hereby ap- 
point a Committee of three to make inquiries whether arrangements 
ean be made with any Baptist seminaries, or colleges, or individuals, 
for the education of the children of deceased missionaries; the 
Committee to report at the next annual meeting the result of their 
inquiries. 

The Chair nominated Rev. H. Malcom, D. D., Rev. B. Sears, D. D., 
and J. P. Crozer, Esq., the Committee under this resolution, who 
were clected. 

On motion of Rev. W. F. Mansell, H. T. Miller, Esq., was added 
to the Committee. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Missionary Union, 
the following resolutions were unanimously adopted by the Board. 

1. That the Executive Committee be instructed to make its ap- 
propriations to the several missions in gross sums; leaving the dis- 
tribution of the money among the various departments of service to 
the missions themselves, and requiring of each mission annually a 
detailed account of the expenditures under such distribution. 
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2. That the Executive Committee be instructed to organize the 
Asiatic Missions, into four or five missions, or such number as may be 
found most expedient. 

Under the recommendation of the Union, the Board also Resolved, 
That the Executive Committce be instructed to forward, without 
delay, to our missionary brethren now separated from us, a cordial 
invitation to return to the service of the Union, in the confident hope 
that any differences which may exist can be settled on the mission 
field. 

On motion of Rev. W. T. Brantly, D. D., seconded by the Rev. Dr. 
Sears, the Board unanimously passed the following resolution. 

Resolved, That whilst superseding the Rev. Solomon Peck, D. D 
in the office of Foreign Secretary, the Board cherishes the highest 
regard for his Christian character, and for the ability and fidelity 
with which he has acquitted himself in the important and responsible 
trust which he has so long held. 

After prayer by the Rey. T. R. Cressey, the Board adjourned. 


J. H. Duncan, Chairman pro tem. 
W. T. Brantiy, Recording Secretary. 
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FORTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


Mr. CHairnmMan: 


Another eventful year has been added to the number of those 
which make up the period of your missionary operations. The 
mutiny in India, the financial revulsion which has shaken the entire 
commercial world, and the outpouring of the Spirit on the churches 
of America are events which give the past year a marked preémi- 
nence over all others of the last half century, and will minister nour- 
ishment to the church of God to the end of time. In the first two 
we see the sword of justice in the hand of the Almighty, dealing out 
indignation and wrath to the incorrigible transgressor, reproof and 
chastisement to his wayward and disobedient children. In the last we 
recognize the still, small voice succeeding the tornado and the earth- 
quake —the Father of mercies, ever mindful of the covenant of 
promise, coming to gather his elect to himself. Seldom before, we 
believe, has Isracl’s God demonstrated in a manner more convine- 
ing to friends and foes that he has to do with the affairs of this world, 
and is intent on bringing to a full consummation certain cherished 
purposes of his heart. Though the Executives of the Board have 
been called upon to contend against peculiar embarrassments, they 
do not render the following account of labors and results with one 
jot of abatement in heart or hope for the cause of God in the earth. 
This or that form of human agency may, for a given period, be more 
or less successful ; but “the battle is the Lord’s ” and, take all things 
together, is advancing steadily and surely to complete victory. 

No member of the Board has died during the year,* and but 
two of your missionaries have fallen, Rey. Daniel Whitaker, of the 
Toungoo Mission, and Mrs. E. A. Goddard, widow of the late Josiah 
Goddard, of the Ningpo Mission. The former was cut off in the 
midst of his days, while on a visit at Maulmain, whither he had 
gone for the health of Mrs. Whitaker. Among his companions in 
labor there is but one opinion touching his preéminent qualifica- 
tions, in every respect, for missionary service. How great a loss 
have the heathen suffered, and how desolate must be the stricken 
wife with her fatherless children! Mrs. Goddard fell asleep at 
Providence, Rhode Island, after having struggled long and painfully 
against the inroads of a disease contracted in China, where, with her 


* When this part of the Report was prepared, the Secretaries were not apprised of the death 
of Nathaniel Crosby, of Janesville, Wisconsin, an esteemed member of the Board of Managers. 
one of the early friends of the Burman Mission, and, to the last, unwavering in his attachment 
and ans in his support. For several years, our missions shared largely in the avails of 
certain real estate investments in Northern Illinois. 


224 Forty-fourth Annual Report. [J uly, 


husband, for many years she performed faithful service for the 


Master. 
PUBLICATIONS. 


The number of copies of the Magazine and Macedonian issued 
monthly during the year past is somewhat smaller than the previous 
year, that of the Magazine being an average of 5000, and that of the 
Macedonian 28,000. Of the Forty-third Annual Report 1500 copies 
were published. 

The expenses incurred in publishing the Magazine and Macedonian 
were as follows: 


Printing paper, $2,731 
Printing, - 1,824 
Clerk hire, - - - 538 
Original contributions and engravings, 55 
Express charges, - - - = 71 
Postage prepaid on Macedonian, —- 570 
Incidental expenses, including wrapping paper, &c., 99 


Total expenditure, = - - - $5,890 59 


Received on Subscription list - - $5,647 90 
Balance in favor of, at the close of 1857, - 36 75 
5,684 65 


Balance against the periodicals, $205 94 


This result, though not all that it ought to be, is still such as to 
afford encouragement in a time like the present for continued labor 
in this department of your undertaking; for it is only by unremit- 
ted exertion on the part of pastors, agents and other friends of the 
Union, that the periodicals can retain their places in your families 
and Sunday Schools, against the inroads of competitors. Books, 
pamphlets and papers of all sorts are now challenging the public 
attention, and seeking to monopolize the time and resources of the 
reading community; and the oldest and most cherished friends are 
in danger of being jostled out of their seats by the importunity of 
new-comers. It becomes every friend of foreign missions to hold 
fast the Magazine and Macedonian, and by words of commendation 
to seek to increase their circulation.* 

The contract for printing which was entered into between the 
Missionary Union and Messrs. Geo. C. Rand and Avery several years 
ago, was renewed last December for the term of one year, and at the 
former rates. 


* The gratuitous distribution of the Macedonian, as provided for by the donation of Doctor 
Jayne, has not, thus far, resulted so favorably as was hoped. The experiment needs to be 
repeated for a series of years and on the same ground, in order to test fully the principle 
involved. It is hoped that he will be induced to continue his offering for this purpose. 
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AGENCIES. 


The following named persons have been laboring all or part of 
the past year as agents of the Union in the districts designated. 


DISTRICTS. AGENTS, 
North Eastern New England. 
The State of Maine, - - + Rev. F. Merriam, China, Me. 


Northern New England. 
New Hampshire and Vermont, - — Rev. II. Tonkin, Concord, N. H. ~ 


Southern New England. 
Massachusetts Rhode Island and Connec- 
ticut, - = = = = Rev. J. Aldrich, Worcester, Mass. 
Eastern New York. 
Including the Chemung River, Broome 
and Tioga, Otsego, Mohawk, Lake 
George, and Essex and Champlain As- ° 
sociations, - = = = Rey. O. Dodge, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Western New York. 


All west of the Eastern District,  - Rev. H. A. Smith, Fayetteville, N. Y. 


South Eastern District. 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Dela- 
ware, - = = = = Rey. S. M. Osgood, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Central District. 

State of Ohio, - Rev. Henry Davis, D. D., Columbus, O. 


Lake District. 
Indiana and Michigan, Rev. A. S. Ames, Indianapolis, Ind. 


North Western District. 
Illinois, Wisconsin and Iowa, - Rev. J. D. Cole, Janesville, Wis. 


Mr. Merriam retired from your service in Maine, with the expira- 
tion of September, having spent the five previous months in urging the 
clayns of missions and collecting funds for the Union*among the 
churches of that district. Mr. Cole, of the North West District, who 
had labored earnestly for about seven years to train the churches of 
that portion of our country to habits of benevolence, entered the 
pastoral office at Delavan, Wisconsin, the first of Eebruary last. 
Both of these districts are now vacant. Mr. Davis, of Columbus, 
Ohio, was invited to undertake the agency work of the Union in that 
state in the early part of the year and though he retained a nominal 
connection with the church at C., as its pastor, he devoted a very 
large part of his time to the interests of the Union throughout 
the summer and autumn, with very happy results. At a recent date 
he resigned the pastoral charge, and now gives his undivided energies 
to your service. 

In the Northern New England District, Mr. Tonkin has continued 
to serve throughout the entire year, and with good results. In pro- 
secuting his work, he travelled six thousand miles, visited eighty-four 
churches, attended two State Conventions and five Associational meet- 
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ings, preached about eighty sermons, besides delivering addresses on 
various occasions and writing over two hundred letters. “As [have 
become acquainted with the state of things,” he observes in his annual 
report, “I have found great reason to urge upon the members of our 
churches the importance of being more generally and devotedly en- 
gaged in the cause of foreign missions. A large number of churches 
have been doing nothing through any channel for this cause; many 
others have done but little compared with what they might have 
done, and what has been done, was done by a very few individuals.” 

In presenting his annual report, Mr. Aldrich, of the Southern New 
England District, remarks: “There has been no essential variation 
in my labors the past year—except that I have preached about one 
third more than during the preceding year. For the last six months 
especially, I have endeavored to obey the Saviour's injunction, ‘As 
ye go, preach.’ In about twenty instances, I have aided brethren 
needing assistance, and probably have never rendered more useful 
service to Zion generally than during the year just closed. In all 
these extra labors I have not neglected any opportunity to advance 
the interests of the Union.” “ As to the results of my labors, I can 
only say, that so far as I can judge, they have never been more favor- 
able. I have attended eight associational gatherings, visited more 
than seventy churches, preached two hundred and nine times, besides 
delivering several addresses, and writing the usual number of letters 
— have reported to the treasury $6,807.39, as the collections for the 
year, being more than a thousand dollars in advance of last year.” 

Mr. Dodge sums up his labors in the Eastern New York District 
as follows: “Miles travelled, eleven thousand eight hundred and 
seventy one; churches visited, one hundred and fifty-two; sermons 
and addresses, one hundred and sixty-eight; associations attended, 
eleven; letters written, about seven hundred; received in cash, $14,- 
625.40, besides several hundred dollars in good pledges, not yet 
redeemed. As I review the labors of the year, and regret that I 
have done so little in so good a cause, I see, also, much occasion for 
gratitude to God for his kindness to me and my family. He has 
given us health that has enabled me to prosecute my labors without 
interruption. With very few exceptions, I have been kindly received 
by the pastors and churches, who have cheerfully given their annual 
offerings; and I think the churches visited, in city and country, have 
not fallen behind the amount given by them the last year. The defi- 
ciency in my district will arise from churches not visited, many of 
which have not raised a dollar. The times being very hard, I fear 
many pastors were too tender-hearted to urge the claims of missions 
upon their brethren. It has been a hard year to raise money, and 
the murmuring spirit in many of the brethren operates very much 
against the cause. My district is too large; I am confident I can 
raise as much money in a smaller field.” 

Mr. Smith, your agent in Western New York, though not favored 
with health as in former years, still speaks of “abundant reason for 
thankfulness and praise to him who is the giver of all good gifts.” 
He has travelled six thousand five hundred miles, preached one hun- 
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dred and nineteen sermons, delivered anniversary and Sabbath, School 
addresses on various occasions, attended twenty annual and semi- 
annual meetings of associations, and written four hundred and seven- 
ty-five letters. The whole amount from my district during the year 
is $8,030.34. Of this sum, $2,345.11 was forwarded from individuals 
and churches direct to the Rooms. The amount received is less by 
$975,30, than for the year previous. It is but just to say, however, 
that but for the failure of a few of the wealthy churches (on which 
we had confidently relied to gather up as usual, and forward the 
funds), and if subscriptions and pledges actually taken had been paid 
before the close of the year, the amount would have exceeded by sev- 
eral hundred dollars, the amount for the year closing with March, 


1857. Lamof opinion that if my labors had been confined to one half. 


of the territory, my collections would have been but little less than 
now. Though the donations from this distriét do not equal those of 
some former years, yet I have seen nothing to justify the opinion that 
there is less interest felt in the foreign mission cause, or less confi- 
denee in the Missionary Union and its Executives, and can but 
believe that in the large accessions to many of the churches, and com- 
parative freedom from financial embarrassment, there is promise of a 
wore bountiful harvest to this blessed eause.’ 

The following statement of labors and results, in the language of 
the agent, Mr. Osgood, is presented from the South-eastern District: 
“Thave travelled nine thousand six hundred and sixty-seven miles, 
attended twenty-five associational and other public meetings, visited 
ninety-four churches, delivered one hundred and sixty-one addresses, 
and written eighteen hundred and twelve letters. As the result of 
these labors, [ have received or renewed subscriptions for two hun- 
dred and fifty-seven copies of the Magazine, and five thousand and 
nine copies of the Macedonian; and have received and remitted to 
the treasury, in addition to donations forwarded from this district by 
others, the sum of $9,024.77. The whole amount contributed in this 
district is $10,385.68, of which $5,746,79 is from Pennsylvania, $4,- 
395.97 from New Jersey, $90 from Delaware, and $152.92 from the 
District of Columbia. Of the 488 churches in the district, 231 have 
participated in these contributions, which is the same number as last 
year. About 300 copies of the Missionary Magazine, and 5400 of the 
Macedonian, have been circulated in the district, in the beneficial 
influence of which about 150 churches have participated. The re- 
ceipts in this district are less by about $3,384.09 than in the year 
preceding. There is also a slight diminution in the circulation of 
the periodicals. Three prominent causes have induced this result — 
commercial depression, disaffection, and a decrease of $1,500 or 
more in the special contributions for the debt, legacies, &c.” 


In the Lake District, comprising the States of Indiana and Michi- - 


gan, Mr. Ames has filled up the year with his accustomed fidelity, 
having, in the prosecution of his work, travelled 6,751 miles, visited 98 
churches, delivered 145 sermons and addresses, attended eighteen 
Associations and two State Conventions, besides carrying on an exten- 


sive correspondence, and urging the claims of the heathen by the relig- 
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ious periodical press, and personal conversation from house to house. 
After saying that the sum realized from his field of labor was not 
what he at one time hoped for, he goes on to remark: “ Taking into 
account the unparallelled embarrassments in finances, I feel there is 
encouragement; a little progress has been made. It will take years 


_ to bring up this field to any thing like a full gospel benevolence. 


Much bad work must be pulled down, slight work must be done over, 
and right work done abundantly. Our work at home is much like 
the mission work abroad. Much of it is preparatory. I still hope 
to c@ntribute a little to the great and glorious work of giving the 
gospel to the world.” 

The whole sum expended on agency service, including salaries of 
agents, and travelling expenses of agents and the Home Secretary, 
together with incidentals, is $9,734.24. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


The gross income of the Union for the year ending with March 
31st, 1858, was $97,808.77; of which $76,566.48, was derived from 
donations; $9,283.66 from legacies; $3,562.50 from the United 
States Government; $2,000 from the American and Foreign Bible 
Society; $1,200 from the American Tract Society, and from all 
other sources, $5,196.13. For the items in detail, sce Treasurer's 
account. See also the accompanying table of comparative annual 
contributions since 1848-49, 

By a reference to the foregoing table, it will be seen that so small 
a sum in donations and legacies has not been furnished since 1849- 
50. The deficiency, as compared with 1856-7, is about $14,000; 
as compared with the schedule of appropriations for the year just 
closed, not far from $16,000. Almost all parts of the field have 
fallen short of their usual contributions, though to this remark there 
are some noteworthy exceptions. Vermont, Ohio, and Indiana con- 
tributed more than last year. 

The first five months of the fiscal year promised well, and on the 
first day of September every thing went to encourage the hope that a 
sum would be realized fully adequate to mect the appropriations 
made in July, so enabling the Executive Committee to reinforee some 
of the missions, increase the compensation of the missionaries in Bur- 


‘mah, and remove a part of the indebtedness which has so long embar- 


rassed your operations. That hope, however, was destined to be 
blasted. Signs of financial distress soon appeared, the resources of 
all classes of citizens were swept away, and the last day of December 


‘showed a falling off, in comparison with the previous year, of more 


than ten thousand dollars; and though the months of January, Febru- 
ary, and March brought better returns, they did not equal the ratio of 
the corresponding months of 1857. But for this providential reverse, 
the Executive Committee are of the opinion that the Treasurer would 
have reported your condition better now than at any time since 1854. 
The expenditures of the year amounted to $97,797.04; and the ap- 
propriations remaining unpaid April 1st, 58, to $16,382.52, making 
the entire liabilities of the Union at that date, $53,376.17. 
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SCALE OF APPROPRIATIONS FoR 1858-9. 


The plans proposed at the last annual meeting for carrying for- 
ward the work committed to their hands, the Executive Committee 
have not been able to execute. All the reasons which were then 
urged for increased contributions, and an enlarged scale of expendi- 
ture, hold good now, only with increased force. In the judgment of 
the Committee the time is fully come when the Board and the Union 
must arise and build. Too far already has the process of decay been 


permitted to go; and the losses which you have suffered for the want 


of a more prompt and vigorous prosecution of the work, are beyond 
computation. Missions have been broken up, promising fields aban- 
doned, sadness sent to many hearts, all of which have conspired to 
hasten the symptoms of old age and premature decline among the 
laborers. If the present state of things does not speedily give place 
to another and better you will soon have no missions to care for, and 
no missionaries to importune for help. This very year, those mis- 
sionaries in this country who are able to return to their fields of 
labor, should by all means be furnished with the means of so doing, 
while three new families, at least, ought to accompany them. The 
compensation of the missionaries in some fields ought at once to be 
increased, and a larger outlay granted for travelling on missionary 
tours, for the payment of native helpers, and the erection and repair 
of houses. For these and like purposes the Committee could expend 
economically $120,000, and they do not see how they can proceed 
effectively with a less sum than $110,000. 

So much for the expenditures of the year on which you are now 
entering. It is hardly necessary to remind the Board that by the 
Treasurer's statement already made, a balance of nearly $37,000 
remains against the Missionary Union, and that some $16,000 of the 
appropriations made the last year remain to be paid; making the 
virtual indebtedness of the Union on the first of April last, $53,000. 
The Committee bespeak the most earnest attention of the Board to 
this subject, in the hope that they will be able at the present time to 
inaugurate such measures as will result in a well-supplied treasury. 


LIFE MEMBERSHIP OF THE UNION. 


Six thousand six hundred and fifty-four persons have been consti- 
tuted life members of the American Baptist Missionary Union, by the 
payment each of one hundred dollars, the majority of whom are lay- 
men, and of whom full three fourths were made members by votes of 
eburches and other religious bodies. The number constituted mem- 
bers from the first of April, 1857, to the first of April, 1858, is four 
hundred and thirty. 


RELATIONS WITH MISSIONARIES. 


The Exccutive Committee have had under frequent and anxious 
consideration the Resolution of the Union, passed at the close of the 
ession, on the subject of differences between certain missionaries 
and its Executives; and, in the absence of instruction from the Board 
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of Managers, have sought to ascertain what they might do to facili- 
tate the result which they suppose said resolution contemplated. 
They regret the necessity to state that, after protracted and careful 
deliberation, they have not been able to discover any step which 
they could take, that promised to secure, in a Christian way, the end 
which they, in common with others, have desired. On the contrary, 
they have found their path, in that direction, beset with multiplying 
and augmenting difficulties ; and have, therefore, seen no alternative 
but to await still further the developments of God’s providence. In 
the mean time, the Committee could not be unmindful of the magni- 
tude and the pressing claims of their trust; and they have felt 
impelled to make renewed efforts for the prosecution of their enter- 
prise on the basis of the Constitution of the Union, and in harmony 
with all such as might be disposed to codperate on that foundation. 

An immediate result of these deliberations was embodied in action 
by the Executive Committee at their regular meeting, Feb. 9. After 
carefully reviewing their own position, and various communications 
which had been recently received from Burmah, the Committee were 
unanimously of opinion that some definitive expression of their senti- 
ments and purposes was due to the missionaries who were involved 
with them in the common perplexities. They therefore requested 
the Forcign Secretary to prepare a communication, to be forwarded 
to all the missionaries of the Union in Burmah, informing them: 

“1. That the Executive Committee (had) from the beginning 
sympathized with what they understood to be the conciliatory spirit 
of the Resolution of the Union, and, in the absence of all interpreta- 
tion or instruction from the Board of Managers, (had) held them- 
selves ready to initiate any movement, or to favor any niovement 
initiated in Burmah, that might promise, on gospel: principles, the 
attainment of the end which they believed the said Resolution con- 
templated. 

“2. That they (had) been restrained from action only by inability 
to ascertain what they could do that would look towards such a 
result, and at the same time be accordant with the principles and 
spirit of the Constitution under which they act, and just to the mis- 
sionaries who have continued faithful to their trust. 

“3. That the Executive Committee deeply sympathize with the 
missionaries in their labors and trials, and regard with pleasure the 
disposition which they exhibit to prosecute their work in connection 
with the Union, notwithstanding its many and afflicting embarrass- 
ments. 

“And 4. That the Executive Committee are desirous that the 
missionaries, while carefully, in the spirit of Christ, avoiding all con- 
tention with such brethren as have withdrawn from the service of 
the Union, should endeavor faithfully to maintain their positions in 
their respective fields, and their care of the native churches, and, as 
vigorously as their resources will permit, apply themselves to their 
one work of evangelizing Burmah, confiding in the assurance that 
the Committee will spare no effort to reinforce their missions with 
such men and means as their exigencies may require.” 
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A circular to the missionaries was prepared accordingly, and, hay- 
ing been approved by the Executive Committee, was duly forwarded. 

A copy of the circular was simultaneously transmitted to Mr. 
Kincaid, who had left this country for Burmah, Sept. 5. The Com- 
mittee, intent on carrying out, as far as practicable, the spirit of the 
Resolution passed by the Union, had sought af interview with Mr. 
Kincaid, shortly after the adjournment of the annual meeting. They 
had been impressed with the desirableness of having such an inter- 
view, before his final departure ; as indicated by a letter to him, June 
17; “the object being,’ as was also stated, “to have a free, Chris- 
tian interchange of sentiments, that (should) tend to heal past 
wounds, and prepare the way for mutual good will and united effort 
in the time to come;” and the more effectually to subserve this end, 
a committee had been appointed, consisting of one of the members 
of the Executive Committee and the Corresponding Secretaries, to 
meet Mr. Kincaid in Philadelphia, at such time as he might desig- 
nate, and, with his concurrence, “in the presence of pastors and 
other prominent brethren of Philadelphia and vicinity, who might 
aid in counsel, and give the weight of their influence to promote 
fraternal coiperation among the friends of Missions and of the 
Union.” To this proposition, the Committee regret to state, Mr. 
Kincaid did not accede. 


a RESIGNATION OF MR. HARRIS. 


The Rev. Norman Harris, late of the Shwaygycen Mission, ad- 
dressed a communication to the Committee in February, inquiring if 
they would wish him to return to Burmah, “as early as June or 
July ;” expressing also his desire, if the Committee “had not funds 
to send” him, of which he requested to be informed by the 20th of 
March, “to make his arrangements so as not to look to the Union 
for support of (him) self or children after the Ist of April,” then 
next ensuing. The Committee, cordially acquiescing in Mr. Harris's 
suggestion, “that his salary and allowance to his children be con- 
tinued till April,” were not able “to encourage him to anticipate 
their aid in resuming his place and labor in the mission field within 
the time specified,” “in view of the state of the treasury and the 
relative exigencies and promise of our different missions ;” where- 
upon Mr. Harris, on being apprised of the same, was led “ to sunder 
the relation which (he) had sustained to the Union,” his resignation 
taking effect, in accordance with his suggestion, at the end of March. 


THE KEMENDINE PROPERTY. 


The opinion of the “Committee of Five Laymen,” that “the 
Union has always had a just and valid claim” to the Kemendine 
property, as between the Union and the Rev. Mr. Vinton, and also, 
that “there was nothing in the state of the accounts between the 
Executive Committee or the Union and Mr. Vinton which can afford 
him any justification for conveying away, as he did, this land,” has 
been communicated to Mr. Vinton by the Treasurer of the Union, 
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on request of the Executive Committee. Mr. Vinton has been ap- 
prised, further, that the Committee await communication from him 
with regard to the disposal of said property, they deeming it fit to 
refer to him for such proposals touching the final adjustment of the 
matter as he may think proper to make. The Committee are in 
waiting for Mr. Vinton’s reply. 


EXPEDIENCY OF CONTINUING THE FRENCH MISSION. 


The question of the expediency of continuing the French Mission 
was pressed on the attention of the Committee in November last, 
in view of the financial embarrassments of the country, and of the 
Union especially ; the ordinary reecipts of the treasury having fallen 
off the previous two months nearly one half. Circulars were ad- 
dressed at that period to all the missionaries, inculeating the neces- 
sity of the most rigid economy at every point, the Committee even 
then apprehending, as the event has verified, that they would be un- 
able to furnish to the missions within the year the full amount of 
their appropriations. To the French Mission was given the further 
intimation that it might be found needful to discontinue its support 
after the Ist of July next ensuing. The announcement caused, as 
was anticipated, great grief to our French brethren, and they have 
addressed in return several communications to the Committee, depre- 
cating most earnestly yet confidingly the execution of the fatal pro- 


cedure. Portions of these communications will be given in a 
subsequent part of this report. The subject is respectfully com- 
mended to the special consideration of the Board. 


INADEQUATE SUPPORT. 


In proceeding to review the foreign operations of the Union, it is 
but just to the laborers more immediately engaged in them to advert, 
theugh in briefest terms, to the embarrassments under which they 
have been compelled to struggle, from enfeebled and reduced mem- 
bers and a deficiency of pecuniary supplies. Apart from mission- 
aries organically disconnected with ws, but who still abide in the 
foreign field, the process of reductions in the missions by death and 
disease has been going forward during the last as in previous 
years. The death of the late Mr. Whitaker was noted in the open- 
ing of this report. Three other missionaries and four female assist- 
ants have also been called away from their labors, by sickness of 
themselves and their companions; and a still larger number, both of 
missionaries and assistants, are so enfeebled in health as shortly will 
compel to the same resort. Of like tenor was the experience of the 
preceding year. The number of returned laborers reported at our 
last anniversary, from sickness or other sufficient cause, or who had 
ceased from their earthly labors within the year, was six mission- 
aries and seven female assistants; and none had been sent to occupy 
their vacated places. In the year 1855-6, the number disabled was 
two missionaries and three female assistants; and in the four years 
next preceding, twelve missionaries and thirteen female assistants ; 
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making within the last seven years, in the Asiatic missions alone, 
twenty-four missionaries and twenty-seven female assistants, an 
aggregate of fifty-one laborers; while the aggregate reinforcements 
during the same period to the same missions have been but thirteen 
missionaries and fifteen female assistants, an aggregate of twenty- 
eight laborers; making the numerical working force in the Asiatic 
missions last year, as compared with what it was seven years since, 
JSrom providential causes alone, less by twenty-three. 

To this reduction of numbers have been superadded the embar- 
rassment of inadequate pecuniary supplies. The appropriations to 
the missions have been graduated substantially on the reduced scale 
indicated in our last annual report; in which they had been brought 
to the lowest point compatible, even for the time being, with the 
continued maintenance of the missions. Thus, with regard to the 
missions in Asia, the aggregate appropriations last year for educa- 
tion and native agency, exclusive of specific donations, were less than 
$3000, including $1465 for the Karen theological school. The spe- 
cific donations (those designated by their contributors), amounted to 
$2,287.64. Total appropriations for education and native agency, in 
the missions in Asia, $5,284.17. In the publication department, the 
appropriations, exclusive of grants from the American Tract Society 
and of income from job work, have been but $650. Other branches 
of foreign expenditure have been restricted in like manner to the 
narrowest limits. With respect even to personal allowances of mis- 
sionaries, confessedly inadequate, the Committee have found them- 
selves unable to make any increase except temporarily, in a very 
moderate degree, and in cases supposed to be of extreme urgency. 

Thus diminished in numbers, and many of those who remain at 
their posts enfecbled by the wasting influences of protracted toil and 
a foreign clime, interrupted from time to time by civil commotions, 
and forced in repeated instances to abandon for a while their homes 
and their labors, to escape unutterable atrocities, the missionaries 
have been indebted to the abounding grace of God for heart and 
strength to persevere in their work, and for the ability to report, 
now at the close of this eventful year, not only that the missions 
still live, but, notwithstanding their multiplied and grievous embar- 
rassments, that a divine blessing has crowned their efforts, “ multi- 
plying their seed sown, and increasing the fruits” of their toilsome 
but willing deeds. 
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Maulmain Burman Mission. 


MISSIONS. 


MAULMAIN BURMAN MISSION. 


Maucmary. — Rev. J. M. Haswett, Rev. C. Bennert, printer, and their wives. One na- 
tive pastor and two native preachers. In this country, Rev. L. STitson. 

Mr. Haswell has continued his out-door preaching, except as inter- 
fered with by the rains, which were unusually heavy the last season. 
He has also had part with Mr. Hibbard, of the Karen Mission, in 
preaching at the English chapel Sabbath evenings, and has been per- 
mitted to baptize one convert. Two have been added to the Bur- 
man church by baptism, and there are a few hopeful cases of relig- 
ious inquiry. The native pastor continues to do well, and the assist- 
ants have been faithful. But the mass of the people seem as un- 
moved as ever; while the increase of drunkenness and the use of 
opium makes their case more and more discouraging. 


PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT. 


In conducting the operations of the press, the superintendent has 
shared in the general embarrassment from inadequacy of supplies; 
and while endeav oring to meet demands in the order of their urgeney, 
has also been compelled to defer to the necessity of pecuniary avails. 
The same necessity has affected to some extent the methods of dis- 
tribution. An edition of 2000 copies of the Sgau New Testament 
was printed specially, from this consideration, for the Toungoo 
Karens, to be disposed of by sale. An unusual proportion of job 
work was also executed, to add to the available funds.* 


OF 


nguage. | 
Number of 
Total num- 
ber Pages. | 


La 


Catechism of Scripture History, .... \. Sgau Karen 
The Catechism, 7 * 6 
The Catechism in Bghai Karen, ..... 1 Bghai 
Abbott's Catechism, Sxau Karen 
New Testament, (completed,) ........ 5 

Mental Arithmetic, 

Catechism of Scripture History, 

Star and Instructor, (monthly,).. 


Jos Work. 


Child's Hymn Book, 
Vocabulary and Phrase book. -| 12mo. Bur. and 
Eastern Primer, No. 1,......... ‘ Engli sh. 

No. 2, 3d 
Sermon on the Mount,* 
Bassein Minutes, 1856, 
Toungoo Minutes, 
Henthada Minutes, 
Bghai Minutes, 
Bassein Minutes, 1857, .. 


2,813,600 


* Printed for the Caleutta Bible Society. 


* The avails of job work, &c., appear to have covered the cost of the office, including salary 
of the superintendent. 
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3.000 | 120 | 390,000 
3,000 | 108 324,000 
700 96 67,200 
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| 216 108.000 
1,000 80 80,000 
| 500 80 40,000 
2,000 48 95.000 
500 24 12,000 
‘ 
500 16 8,000 
300 24 7,200 
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The total number of books and tracts printed, was 35,500; and of 
pages, 2,813,600. 

There are also in the press and being printed, a book on Repent- 
ance, in Burmese, 3d edition, for the American Tract Society; for 
the Mission, Abbott's Notes on Hebrews, in Karen, 2d edition; Sgau 
Thembongyee, 4th edition, and the Burmese Hymn Book, 7th edition, 
for native congregations; a geography in English and Burmese, first 
edition, for Government schools; and for the Bghai Karens near 
Toungoo, in their dialect, the Gospel of Matthew and Hymns, first 
edition. 

The issues the last year ending Sept. 30, 1857, were, of books and 
tracts, 62,594, or pp. 5,334,600; viz., to Manlmain, 4,748; Shway- 


gyeen, 1,123; Toungoo, 21,159; Bassein, 9,712; Henthada, 7,348 


Prome, 9,645; Rangoon, 7,049; Tavoy, 295; an aggregate of issues 
nearly twice the amount printed. 

The demands on the press the current and coming years will con- 
tinue to be in advance of the means of supply, unless appropriations 
to the department be largely increased. The superintendent ex- 
presses a belief that “the time has arrived” when all school books, 
or at least those called scientific, should be paid for by those who 
wish them,” and to a considerable extent, our bibles, testaments and 
hymn-books should be sold, “ at not much below cost.” There will, 
nevertheless, continue to be, as in civilized lands, need also of their 
gratuitous distribution; or, in case of sale, a graduation of prices to 
the ability of the purchaser rather than to the cost of publication. 
“ We might commence selling all new editions of our Karen books, 
except in extraordinary cases and the occupying of new stations,” 
writes Dr. Mason ;— but he adds the proviso, that “we begin with 
low prices. We make a great mistake if we set prices on the books 
which stop in a great measure their circulation. We ought to have 
bibles in boards at one rupee and a half each, and testaments and 
hymn-books at half a rupee. I could sell a hundred bibles at one and 
a half rupee each; but can sell none at double that price.” 


MAULMAIN KAREN MISSION. 


Mactmary, (Newton). — Rev. J. Wane, D. D., Rev. C. Hisnarp, and their wives; Mrs. M. 
E. Wurraker. — Rev. Pahpoo, native pastor. ' 
Ovrsrations. — Kadoko, Tah Krai, Th’ Mee, Dong Yan, K’ Mah mo, each with an ordained 
Wah see, Krung ping, K’yang, Mau ko, Too noo, Amherst, Sangien, K'taik k'la, T’ Maukee, 
ing, each having a native preacher. . 
ne station, fifteen out-stations; two missionaries, three female assistants, six ordained and 
nihe other native preachers. 


The Rev. Daniel Whitaker, who was provisionally connected with 
the Toungoo Mission, died at Maulmain, after a brief illness, August 


18, greatly lamented. Mrs. Whitaker, agreeably to her request, re- 
sumes her relations to the Maulmain Mission. 


SCHOOLS. 


The Theological School, which at the close of the term ending with 
November, 1856, numbered forty-eight pupils, has been reduced the 
last year to thirty-six for want of funds. The number would have 
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fallen lower but for the liberal aid granted by the Maulmain Mission- 
ary Society, who pledged the support of the Senior Class, consisting 
of sixteen members. Provision was made also for five others by 
individual donors. The term opened May 1, with twenty-five pupils, 
to whom were added cight from Bassein early in June. The canrse 
of study has been as heretofore. Each of the three classes had three 
recitations daily, two daily recitations, and sometimes three, being 
conducted by Mr. Hibbard, and one by Mrs. Wade in the Gospels 
and Acts. “The pupils have all been industrious in their studies 
and exemplary in their deportment.” “In the Middle, as well as in 
the Senior Class, there is a good number of interesting preachers; 
and all give much encouragement of their becoming such.” 

The expediency of removing the school to a more central location 
has received special consideration of the Executive Committee the 
past year, having been brought to their notice by the Maulmain Mis- 
sion. The reasons mainly urged in favor of a removal were facility 
of access to the institution, and diminution of the cost of support; 
the latter more especially, in view of the inadequacy of the school 
appropriations. “ With the appropriations you haye named for this 
year,” Dr. Wade wrote at the close of 1856, “we cannot continue the 
school at the rate of expense unavoidable in Maulmain; where the 
pupils have mostly to come from a distance, where the prices of provi- 
sions of all kinds are extraordinarily high, and where the native 
churches cannot, or will not, aid with a single basket of paddy or 
stick of fuel without receiving city prices.” At some other place it 
was thought, the expensiveness would be greatly reduced, and the 
Karen churches and pastors would take a liberal share. The Bassein 
churehes and pastors had pledged their aid. Further correspondence 
led to the selection of Henthada, as being more central and healthy 
than Bassein; and Dr. Wade was invited on certain contin- 
gencics to remove the institution to that city at his earliest conve- 
nience. Communications of more recent date challenge the ex- 
pedieney of the proposed measure, and the subject is still under 
advisement, 

Of the importance of the school “to the evangelization of the 
Karen tribes and the well-being of the Karen churches,’ Dr. Wade 
has expressed his convictions in the following emphatic terms. 
“ No one having a knowledge of the nature of the work to be done 
among the Karens, can doubt for a moment that by far the greater 
part of it must be done by the native missionaries and pastors. 
The means of our Foreign Mission Societies are not, and will never 
be, adequate to provide and sustain foreign pastors and evangelists 
in numbers even approaching a suflicient supply for the present and 
constantly increasing demands of the Karen Mission for pastoral and 
itinerant labor. The means by which these demands are to be sup- 
plied, and the work go on still widening in its sphere and improving 
in its quality, are clearly indicated by divine Providence ; — which 
points definitely and unmistakably to a scripturally enlightened na- 
tive ministry. 

“The fact that a great number of young men in the Karen 
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churches, at all the mission stations, have their minds directed to 
the work of the ministry, and are anxious to study the scriptures 
preparatory to that work, is remarkable; and to my mind is a strong 
indication, not only that God intends to evangelize the Karen 
tribes chiefly through the agency of the native ministry; but that He 
is calling forth these. young men to prepare for the work. And our 
wisdom is to work with Providence, not against it.” 

The Normal School has had daily scriptural instruction from Mrs. 
Hibbard, but contained only six pupils; who were supported by 
local contributions, no provision having been available from mis- 
sion funds. 

PREACHING. — THE CHURCHES, 


By moneys received from the Maulmain (Eng.) church, Mr. Hib- 
bard was enabled to be abroad in the jungle about half the travelling 
season of 1856-7, and to visit most of the Karen churches, besides 
preaching to unevangelized villages. The churches are reported as 
“hardly in so prosperous a condition” as the year preceding. The 
pastors look after their flocks so far as their time permits, but, in 
consequence of the failure of their accustomed appropriations, most 
of them are compelled to labor in part for their daily food. “ With 
one half or one third of what was paid these assistants three or four 
years ago,” Mr. Hibbard writes, “ we could get on very well; even 
better, perhaps, than if the whole were paid them. But the change 
has been too rapid, from a bountiful salary to nothing ; there has not 
been sufficient time to educate the people to giving. The conse- 
quence is, that but few of the pastors receive support, and the others 
are obliged to leave the word of God to serve their own tables. 
Hence the result. Fewer conversions and more discipline.” The 
number of additions to the sixteen churches reported, is, by baptism, 
sixteen, by letter thirty-one. Sixty-four have been dismissed, two 
excluded, thirty-two suspended, and four restored. Present number, 
774. 

Eight village schools are reported, with sixty-four pupils. 

Contributions, rs. 470,14 2, or about twenty-seven cents to each 
church member; besides 142 baskets of paddy, valued at about 
rs. 60. 


TAVOY MISSION. 


Tavoy.— Rev. E. B. Cross, Rev. T. ALLEN, and their wives. 

Ko Myat Lay, Burman pastor. 

Ourstations.— Mata, Patsauoo, and twenty others. Twenty-two Karen pastors and preach- 
ers, five of whom are ordained. 

In this country, Mrs, S. R. BENJAMIN. 

Burman DepartMent.— The health of Mr. Allen has been so far 
regained as to enable him to prosecute his labors as heretofore, both 
in the dry season and during the rains. In the former period he 
- made several tours, one along the seaboard and thence on the banks and 
at the mouth of Tavoy river. On the eastern bank he met with little 
encouragement, except that half the villages were found to be with- 
out priests, and few of the rest have more than two or three. For- 
merly each village had six, ten, and even twenty. In other directions 
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his coming was welcomed by villagers, and there were many “ ready 
listeners.” 

In the rainy season Mr, Allen distributed his labors among the 
different quarters of the city, visiting the monasteries frequently and 
supplying the young men in them with books. A Bible class and 
Sabbath school, which numbered from fifty to eighty pupils, was taught 
during the rains with an apparently growing interest. The church 
appears to have been in a healthy condition, though receiving but 
one accession by baptism. The present number of members is sev- 
enteen. The convert referred to, was an aged man of eighty years, 
formerly a priest at Toungbyouk, having first heard the gospel there 
from Sau Quala about five years ago. He had been an applicant for 
baptism three years. 

Karen DeparrMent.— Mr. Cross made his annual visitation to 
the churches in January and February. The first was to the churches 
east of the mountains, Mata, &e., noted in our last report. On re- 
turning from this he proceeded to the extreme south, attending mean- 
while the meeting of the Tavoy Association at Patsauoo ; and still later 
visited some churches castward of Tavoy, and others up Tavoy river. 
His reports of the state of the churches are generally more favorable 
than last year, with the exception of Pyeekhya and Kawote churches. 
In these, however, he had the satisfaction of promoting a friendly 
adjustment, the parties in the former case confessing their faults and 
professing mutual forgiveness. Some visits were made by Mr. Cross 
to heathen villages, which afforded him unusual encouragement, from 
“the new spirit which seems to be awakened among them.” There 
were many cases of interest. Two chapels were to be built in hea- 
then villages by themselves, and school teachers to be supported in 
several at their own charge. 

The Tavoy Association, composed of pastors and delegates from the 
churches, met at Patsauoo, Jan. 16. All the churches, twenty-one or 
twenty-two, sent letters or papers. The meeting was conducted in 
the usual associational method, and appears to have been a season 
both of profit and interest. The reports were on the whole of an 
encouraging character. “ Not much progress had been made during 
the previous year,” but there were some favorable indications in the 
churches, and among the heathen around them. “ A number of con- 
versions had taken place.” The number of baptisms has not been 
reported. The aggregate of baptisms the preceding year was fifty.* 
In the course of the meeting, the Association adopted unanimously a 
series of resolutions, indicative of a growing interest on the subject 
of evangelization, education, temperance, mutual watchfulness, broth- 
erly sympathy, &c., mostly at their own instance, without prompting 
or suggestion from the missionary. One of these pledged the mem- 
bers to abide by resolutions adopted at a former meeting, or to sub- 
mit themselves “to the discipline and admonition of the churches ;” 
another to aid the missionary as far as possible in defraying his mis- 
sionary travelling expenses; a third to furnish paddy for the children 


* Instead of four as noted in our last annual report. 
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in the school at Tavoy, as far as possible ; a fourth to aid the mission- 
ary in his endeavors to prevent the sale of strong drinks in their vil- 
lages by Burmese, &c., &c., &e. 
At the close of the meeting, followed a service of examination and 
' ° ordination of Sau Kautoo, as pastor of the Patsauoo church. 
Self-support.— The resolution adopted at the meeting of the Asso- 
ciation the year before with so gratifying unanimity, on the support 
of the gospel by the native churches, appears to have been carried out 
in good faith. “All these churches,” remarks Mr. Cross in Jan. 1857, 
“will be self-supporting: this year, with the aid of the Tavoy Mission- 
ary Society. The settled pastors and teachers will be supported, and 
a considerable surplus will be applied for travelling preachers among 
the heathen.” The principle of self-support is also carried into 
effect substantially in regard to schools. “The price of medicines 
alone (sold by the teachers,) will be credited to the Missionary Union 
as aid to these churches the present year, and we trust this will be 
the case in future.” 


SHWAYGYEEN MISSION. 


SuwayGYeEn.—Rev. G. P. Warrovus, Mrs. Watrovus. 
Ovrsrations.— Warthola, &c. 
Sau Doomoo, and tw elve (?) other Karen preachers. 
Rev. N. Harris, late of this mission, resigned his connection with 
the Union, April 1, (see p. 232) and Mr. Watrous has been placed in 
charge of the Karen department in his stead. 
Mr. Watrous, though previously assigned to the Burmese, has be- 
stowed most of his labors the past year on the Karen department of 
the mission ; esteeming it his duty, as he informed us, “to give the 
bread and the water of life to those who are calling for them, rather 
than spread the provisions of the gospel before those who will tram- 
ple them under their feet.” “These Burmans,” he remarks, “ are ex- 
ceedingly hard. Our words to most of them are ‘idle tales.’ Some 
few listen with interest; but when they count the cost, knowing the 
storm of ridicule and opposition which they must encounter, they turn 
away their ears fromthe truth. Secretly they may believe our words, 
but they dare not renounce openly the religion of their fathers.” 
Occasional instances of a hopeful character have presented among 
the Burmese, but have as repeatedly disappointed the expectations 
awakened. One Burman was received to baptism; but subsequent 
misconduct compelled his excision. 

With regard to Karens, the principal change has been the normal 
school for assistants, which was taught at Shway gyeen four and a half: 
months, or during the rainy season. ‘The number of pupils was fifty, 
mostly converts, with an average attendance of forty. The instruc- 
tion was given chiefly by a native teacher; Mr. Watrous restricting 

‘ his labors to a class of twelve preachers. Total cost of support of 
the school, rs. 300; most of which, rs. 246, were avails of labor of 
the pupils ‘the previous year; the remainder was contributed by one 
or two generous friends in the neighborhood. 
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Reports from the Karen churches have failed of reaching us. We 
learn incidentally of eighty-one baptisms administered from May to 
December, and of the erection of several chapels and zayats for wor- 
ship. The churches contain about one thousand members. Mr. Wat- 
rous has visited numerous Karen villages, Christian and heathen; in 
some of which new preachers and teachers have been located. In 
some portions of the field the work has fallen back, or is becoming 
less hopeful, in consequence of civil disturbances or the want of la- 
borers. Cases have occurred of oppression from Burmese officials, 
and of alarm and blood-shed from an insurgent chieftain; which have 
been speedily redressed on appeals to the government. A more per- 
manent evil is apprehended from Burman Buddhists. Near Sitang 
Karens were found by Mr. Watrous who had embraced Buddhism, 
and in one of their villages were seen Karen priests of Gaudama, 
teaching the betagat. 


TOUNGOO MISSION. 


Touncoo.—Rev. F. Masox, D.D., Mrs. Mason, Mrs. S. H. Kyarr. Native preachers, Sau 
Quala, Shapau, Pwaipau, Ke. 
Ourstations.—Klerla, &c. 

Dr. Mason arrived at the station ‘in January of last year. Mrs. 
Knapp, whose transfer to this mission was noted in our last report, 
is still detained at Rangoon. Mr. Whitaker remained near Toungoo 
till about the first of August, when the sickness of his family com- 
pelled him to accompany them to Maulmain. After completing his 
tours in the dry season, his labors had been chiefly directed to the 
instruction of a normal school at Klerla. 

Our reports from Dr. Mason extend through the year. The first 
four months were spent in visiting the churches. In February he 
attended the first annual meeting of the Bghai Association, held at 
Khenwai. Forty-five stations were represented, each of which had 
its teacher. At» twenty-four of these stations foundations for 
churches had been laid : 316 baptisms were reported, and there 
were many candidates for the ordinance. Present number of church 
members in the Bghai Association, 1216. The schools numbered 
688 pupils. The Toungoo Association, now embracing only the 
Paku and Mauniepgha churches, is reported to have fifty stations, 
making with the Bghai an aggregate in Eastern Toungoo of ninety- 
- five. Each of these stations has its school-teacher and preacher, “to 
the extent of his knowledge ;” all of whom, with the exception of 
ten, are natives of the province and were “converted within the last 
three years.” 

The native preachers and teachers are supported for the most part 
by the people for whom they labor. Se//-support is a distinguishing 
feature of the Toungoo Mission. It has been so from its beginning ; 
and blended with this is the prominent position given to native labor. 
Founded by Dr. Mason in 1853, the mission was soon after com- 
mitted, on his departure for the United States, specially to the 
charge of Sau Quala. In doing this he remarked at the time, (Jan- 
uary, 1854,) “I have, I think, only followed out the wishes of ‘ the 
16 4 
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deputation,’ to bring forward the native assistants more prominently, 
and put them in places of greater responsibility; and though no 
native has heretofore been entrusted with the charge of a mission 
and the duties of a missionary, yet I would respectfully recommend 
the Executive Committee to give the experiment a fair trial.” “If 
Quala proves himself capable of the work,” he proceeded to say, 
“there will be a saving to the mission of a missionary and all his 
attendant expenses; and a valuable example will be afforded the 
churches of what they can do themselves, without leaning on the 
missionaries; and which will do more to enable them to go alone 
than a hundred exhortations. It is Sau Quala’s expressed wish to 
live without drawing on the funds of the Board at all, if possible ; 
and the other assistants have agreed to labor for the sum paid them 
formerly by the Tavoy Mission.” “If the experiment of raising up 
self-supporting churches,” he adds, “is ever to be tried, I cannot 
think of any circumstances to make the experiment, more favorable 
than the present.” 

This system of self-support presents, as will be noted, two distinct 
aspects; one the raising up of native laborers, and the other their 
necessary maintenance. In both particulars the experiment thus far 
has been successful; “successful, through the blessing of God,” Dr. 
Mason writes in 1857, “beyond (his) most sanguine expectations.” 
Referring to the character as well as number of native laborers 
already raised up, and particularly to the preachers and teachers 
assembled in the Bghai Association, “These young preachers,” he 
remarks, “exhibited in the discussion of questions brought before 
the Association, forensic talents which I have never seen equalled in 
the best educated of our native assistants, and which it would be 
difficult to surpass in our schools at home. When I told Quala, on 
parting, to thrust into the work every promising young man in- 
structed by himself or his three associates, without waiting for them 
to take a regular course of education, I little thought to witness 
such glorious results.” 

With equal satisfaction he reports the liberality of the churches 
in providing means of support. One gave its teacher last year rs. 30 
in money, and others gave each rs. 20. The Home Mission Society 
raised rs. 281, and the Paku and Mauniepgha churches rs. 283 more. 
“The raising up such a body of assistants is unequalled ‘in the 
history of missions; and scarcely less remarkable is the fact that all 
the congregations come forward and engage to support their teach- 
ers. It is the opinion of Dr. Mason, (Dr. Mason's letter, September, 
1857,) that only one Karen missionary beside the native laborers is 
needful in the Toungoo mission; his sole office “to advise with the 
pastors, to prepare a few Bghai books, and to superintend the in- 
struction of a few of the bona fide teachers.” “For a missionary to 
administer the ordinances, and take the pastoral care of the native 
churches, is simply to roll back the tide of improvement to the very 
earliest days of the mission.” : 

“Tt is the same in regard to educating the people. The Karens 
are as well able to conduct the great mass of the educational as they 
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are the pastoral labors; and when we put the work upon them, we 
are raising them in the seale of intelligence; and are also saving 
the churches at hone the expense it costs there to support a pastor.” 
He extends the principle to the location and grading of the native 
schools. “ Were the pupils taught elementary branches (arithmetic, 
&c.,) in the village schools, there would be not only the saving of 
time of the missionary, but also the money it costs to support the 
pupils in the city; and the value of the village schools would be 
enhanced in. the eyes of the natives by having something. more than 
mere reading and writing taught in them. We have a seminary for 
theological education, which I trust the Executive Committee will be 
as able hereafter to support as they have ever been willing; and so 
long as we can send our students there, it should ever be the object 
of the missionary to raise the standard of the native (village) schools, 
and to lessen the importance of the normal school taught by himself 
or his wife in the city.” 

Arrangements have been commenced at Toungoo for a normal 
school for young men, with a native teacher, the school “to be man- 
aged and supported with perhaps a little external aid by the Karens 
themselves. Mrs. Mason, who had been in correspondence with the 
village teachers, had brought before them the importance of the 
object, and had met with a most favorable response. A school for 
females had already been established under Mrs. Mason’s superin- 
tendence, with essentially the same views. 

In presenting this system of self-support, it is not designed to 
~ intimate that the Toungoo churches and preachers can be left exclu- 
sively to their own unaided efforts. ‘To some, at least, more or less 
aid must be given, the amount to be graduated by their need. 
“ Assistants employed in the city for writers or teachers, must, of 
course, have considerable sums of money spent on them.” “ Preach- 
ers travelling, without congregations, cannot obtain more than their 
daily food for themselves; other things must be provided for them. 
And if they have families, their families must be supported.” “To 
any preacher or teacher settled in the villages,” Dr. Mason proposes 
“to pay no wages ;” but to afford occasional assistance as their cir- 
cumstances may require and the means at his disposal may permit. 
Their schools, he thinks, they will soon be able to support indepen- 
dently of all foreign aid. 


PREPARATION OF BOOKS. 


On the return of Dr. Mason to Burmah, it was expected that his 
Pwo translation of the Old and New Testaments would be put to 
press, but the printing has been delayed for want of funds. A 
beginning has been made in the preparation of books in Bghai. The 
first attempt was in translating a catechism from the Sgau by Shapau. 
A second work was prepared by Mr. Whitaker, with the aid of a 
Sgau copyist; but the Sgau characters not accurately conveying the 
Behai sounds, the result was unsatisfactory. The first work in 
Bghai by Dr. Mason, was “ The Sermon on the Mount;” which has 
been printed with the aid of the Calcutta Bible Society; who have 
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also engaged to provide for the publication of Genesis. Dr. Mason 
has also translated the gospel by Matthew, with an appendix of 
about fifty hymns; also an elementary Arithmetic, Minutes of the 
Bghai Association, &e., the last being printed by the Bghai Home 
Mission Society. Rs. 100 have been granted by the Calcutta Tract 
Society to print the “Teacher” in Bghai. Mrs. Wade’s “ Scrip- 
tural Catechism” has been put into Bghai, and it was designed to 
proceed with elementary school books ou Trigonometry and Mensu- 
ration, Arithmetic, &c., for the printing of which a grant bad been 
made by the government, of rs. 2000. The Bghai dialect Dr. Mason 
regards as “on the whole the casiest among the Karen ; and 
persons versed in Pwo and Sgau can find liitle difficulty in ae- 
quiring the speaking part in a very short time.” There are sev- 
eral very diverse sub-dialects, but it remains to be ascertained 
whether one set of books may serve for all, or a few must be pre- 
pared for the “ Pant-wearing” tribe, conformed to their dialectic 
peculiarities. It is doubted by Dr. Mason if there will be a 
necessity of printing the whole of the Scriptures in Bghai. 


BURMANS AND SHANS. 


Dr. Mason urges the early appointment of a missionary for the 
Burmans and Shans. “After studying the Burmese language, he 
should take up the Shan dialect, many Shans residing at Toungoo, 
many caravans of that people passing through the city annually 
from the northern borders of the empire, and Toungoo being 
altogether the most eligible station, occupied by the Board, for the — 
commencement of a mission to the Shans, a people more numerous 
than the Burmese and less grounded in Buddhism.” 


RANGOON MISSION. 
Rancoon. (Burman Department.) — Rev. E. A. Stevens, J. Dawson, M. D., with their 
ves 


Ko En, native pastor, and other assistants. 
In this country, Rev. M. H. Bixpy, Mrs. INGALLs., 
Ourstations. — Kemendine, Kambet, &c. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stevens arrived at Rangoon near the end of March, 
and in the following month Mrs. Ingalls left the station for this coun- 
try, which she reached in November. Dr. Dawson and wife have re- 
mained in connection with the mission throughout the year. Mrs. 
Knapp has also resided at the station, and borne part in its respon- 
sibilities and labors. 

Services. — Preaching has been statedly maintained at 
four different places, two in Rangoon and the others at Kemendine. 
Some attention has been bestowed on Pazoondoung and Botatoung 
districts on the east, Kambet on the north, and villages on the river, 
(both by the missionaries and assistants,) with encouraging signs of 
good. The number of converts baptized within the year is sixteen, 
mostly heads of families. Five of these belonged to Rangoon, eight 
to Kemendine, and three to villages up the river. 

The membership of the church has been reduced to about one hun- 
dred; some former members have apostatized ; others have been scat- 
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tered, and their places of residence are not known. Of those whose 
location and standing have been ascertained, about sixty belong to 
Rangoon, fourteen to Kambet, fifteen to Kemendine, and ten to vil- 
lages around. The church has undertaken to support its pastor. 

Native Laborers.— The pastor has discharged his duties in a very 
satisfactory manner. Until the arrival of Mr. Stevens, he maintained 
the Sabbath services in the chapel alone; and since then, has alter- 
nated with him on Sabbath mornings. During the week, besides vis- 
iting his flock, he has daily occupied a zayat in an eligible location, 
preaching the gospel to such as called and distributing scriptures and 
tracts. The other assistants are tried men, who give themselves 
wholly to their work, warranting the hope that, with the blessing of 
God, we shall see good fruits of their labors. A third assistant has 
been in service a short time. 

Schools.— The two schools for girls, reported last year as sup- 
ported by a local Ladies’ Society, have been continned, under the 
superintendence of Mrs. Ingalls, and since her departure, of Mrs. 
Knapp. The number of pupils is small, the native population having 
little concern for the education of daughters, and being opposed to 
their receiving Christian instruction. A Sabbath school has been 
taught, and a Bible class of native preachers, by Mr. Stevens, twice 
weekly during the rains. 

A disastrous fire occurred in April, consuming a mission house oc- 
cupied by Dr. Dawson, a zayat and a chapel. The zayat has been 
rebuilt; while the Sabbath services before conducted in the chapel 
have been held in the house of Mr. Stevens. 

The mission gratefully acknowledge the generous contribution of 
rs. 2259.5.6, by friends at Calcutta, to repair losses sustained from 
the fire by the mission and by native Christians; besides more than 
rs. 600 from Calcutta and Rangoon, for ordinary missionary pur- 
poses. 

KareEN Departwent.—No direet communication has been had with 
the churches and native laborers of the Karen department. We 
learn incidentally that there has been an accession to the churches 
by baptism of 120 members, and that three new churehes have been 
constituted. Whole number of churches in the Maubee and Pegu 
Associations, forty-three, embracing 2,370 members. Whole num- 
ber of native preachers forty-nine, of whom five have been ordained. 


BASSEIN MISSION. 


Bassetn. — Rev. H. L. Va~ Merer, Rev. J. L. DovGuiass, and their wives.* One Burman 
* Ocrstartoxs. — Po Dau, Tee Iki, &c. — Sixty ?— Karen preachers, eight of whom are or- 
ained. 

Our report of the Karen department relates to only the first half 
of the year, embracing two quarterly meetings of the Bassein Asso- 
ciation, which were held in March and July. At the former of these - 
meetings, convened at Po Dau some fifty miles above Bassein, the 
attendance was good, but not so large as when the place of meeting 
was more central. At the second meeting twenty-five preachers were 


* Mrs. Douglas has returned to America on account of ill health. 
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present, and the occasion appears to have been one of unusual inter- 
est. “I witnessed at this time,” writes Mr. Van Meter, “ what I 
have so often longed to see among the Karens,—a melting of hearts 
before God and one another, manifested by the simple but earnest 
expressions of deep and ardent feeling, confession of sin, and praise 
to God’s rich grace.” 

Churches.—The accounts from the churches communicated at these 
two meetings, were generally of an encouraging character, but pre- 
sented nothing of marked interest. The number of baptisms reported 
was 120 for the first quarter, and 92 for the second ; aggregate, 212. 
Forty of this number were baptized at Po Dau during the progress 
of the meeting, and twenty at Tee Hai. 

Contributions for the first quarter, rs. 115.15; for the second, rs. 
254.13.8 ; — total, rs. 370.12.8. This amount was little more than 
for the last quarter of the previous year,—rs. 358.15.3. The fall- 
ing off is not ascribable, however, to diminution of interest, but 
to the circumstance that the churches had their seasons for annual 
or semi-annual collections, while “ not a few had been in the habit of 
waiting until the close of the year, so as to hand in their contributions 
together with the church letter at the annual meeting.” 

Home Missionary Society.—During the first quarter the number of 
missionaries sent forth by the Society was ten or twelve; and their 
reports of labor constituted “ the most cheering feature ” of the quar- 
terly meeting. With but one exception, all reported cases of hope- 
ful conversion. During the second quarter only six or seven were 
employed, the amount of contributions in the first quarter not having 
equalled the current demand. 

Schools.— The schools had made a good beginning. Twenty-eight 
were known to be in operation. The number of pupils has not been 
given ; the three academics at Ko Soo, Naw-pay-ch and Pe-nang-theng, 
contained 265. 

Temporal Condition. — Mr. Van Meter alludes to an improvement 
in the temporal condition of the Christian Karens. “ There is a 
marked and continued improvement in the mode of building their 
houses and chapels. They are not only larger, but in many in- 
stances have an air of comfort and even refinement, which a few 
years since was almost entirely wanting ;” owing in part to the sub- 
stitution of sawn timber in building, instead of bamboo and jungle 
wood. The Karens are also selecting more eligible locations, — on 
the banks of large streams and main thoroughfares,— a change how- 
ever involving more exposure to annoyance from Burmans than 
“when hid away in some secluded jungle, or on some small and un- 
frequented stream.” 

The Sgau Karen department of this mission having become vacant 
by the removal of the Rev. Mr. Beecher from our connection in 
Nov. 1856, the Committee requested the Basscin, Rangoon and Hen- 
thada missions to confer together with respect to its rejecupancy, 
and with the mutual consent of parties, to supply the vacancy, if they 
judged it expedient and practicable, by appointing to it one of their 
own members. Letters were addressed also to Mr. Van Meter, of 
the Pwo Karen department, and to Mr. Thomas, of Henthada, the 
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latter of whom was nominated for the proposed service. The meas- 
ure has since gone into effect, in a somewhat modified form, Mr. 
Thomas taking charge of the Sgau churches of Bassein district, in 
addition to his former field, retaining still his position at Henthada. 
The Committee have grounds to believe that this arrangement will 
prove to be of signal benefit to the Bassein churches, and eminently 
satisfactory. A native assistant, deputed by Mr. Thomas to visit 
parts of Bassein district, to learn the minds of the churches, brought 
back a most favorable answer. “ All the Karens seem not only will- 
ing,” Mr. Thomas writes in Oct. 1857, “but very desirous that I go 
and labor in Bassein as your missionary, and as theirs too. They 
have written me a most welcome letter.” * 


NENTHADA MISSION. 


Hentinava. — Rev. B. C. Tomas, Rev. A. R. R. CRAWLEY, and their wives. Thirty (?) out- 
stations. 


Twenty (?) Karen assistants, and one Burman. 

Karey DEpartMENT. — Our last report brought the accounts of 
this mission down to February, 1857. Shortly afterwards, Mr. 
Thomas, accompanied by Mr. Crawley, made one of the most impor- 
tant tours of the season, going up the Irrawadi about fifty miles, and 
thence easterly as many more, through the Tharrawadi district, to the 
mountain tops which separate the district from Toungoo. Two 
churches lie in this direction, Kanyogwen, twenty miles east of the 
Irrawadi, of about forty members, and Shaulau, almost as numerous, 
near the mountain summit, cach with a native preacher. 

Before leaving the mountains, the missionaries sent two men to 
explore the hills south of Shaulau. They found some communities 
in that direction ready to listen to the gospel. The great deficiency 
is of men who can live in the mountain climate. But God has raised 
up on the field one laborer, and three others from the same neighbor- 
hood are in course of training at Henthada. 

Schools. — The normal school closed a session of five months Oct. 
1. More than fifty pupils were in attendance, mostly from Hen- 
thada and Tharrawadi districts. The female department contained 
ten, who were in charge of Mrs. Thomas, aided by a female assistant. 

The instruction in secular branches was given mostly by two native 
teachers. Mrs. Thomas taught the more advanced class in arithme- 
tic, and held a daily exercise with the whole school in geography. 
Mr. Thomas restricted himself to preaching and Bible instruction, 
devoting an hour daily to the whole school on the gospel by Mat- 
thew. He also taught a select theological class of twelve or fourteen 
young men, using for text-book the Epistle to the Romans. One 
evening every week he lectured to the entire school on the Messi- 
anic prophecies of the Old Testament. The expense of the institu- 


* Since the preparation of this report, a letter has been received from Mr. Thomas dated Feb. 
12, in which he says, “I have just returned from a tour of two and a half months to Bassein 
and the southern portions of Henthada, and have visited nearly all the Sgau Karen churches in 
Bassein, and was everywhere received most cordially, ‘even as an angel of light.’ ”’ In the progress 
of his tour he baptized 118 converts and administered the Lord’s Supper thirty-four times, 
preaching every day. Other converts were baptized by the native pastors. 
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tion, including the cost of a new chapel, books, and dormitory, 
amounted to about 1500 rupees, and was defrayed, with the exception 
of rs. 165 from this country, by the liberality of local contributors. 
The pupils made good progress, and their deportment was “almost . 
unexceptionable.” 

A class of native assistants spent a month at the station in study 
with Mr. Thomas, after the school was dismissed, before resuming 
his labors of the dry season. 

The jungle schools have been “ carried on with more vigor this 
year than ever before.” 

Full reports of the churches have not come to hand. At the date 
of our last advices, Mr. Thomas was expecting to visit the northwest- 
ern parts of the district. He writes Oct. 24, “ We have reason to 
hope for quite a large ingathering of souls. There are a few candi- 
dates in almost every old station, and quite a number at some of 
the new stations. Souls are being converted here almost constantly. 
Not in large numbers; but we confidently believe that the angels are 
rejoicing over redeemed sinners here. Let the people of God re- 
member these stations, where the word of God is daily preached. 
There are already about thirty such stations; for nearly twenty pu- 
pils from the normal school are now holding forth the word of life.” 
Thirteen converts are reported as having been recently baptized at 
the station. 

BurmaN Department. — The rains of the last year were unusually 
heavy, and Mr. Crawley was compelled to restrict his labors to 
Henthada throughout the season, with the exception of a tour to 
some villages accessible then by boat. He was cheered on this tour 
by meeting at several points with earnest inquirers. “Every where 
crowds gathered around him and his assistants, who listened till late 
in the night to the glorious gospel.” 

This excursion had a bearing on the question of the feasibility of 
travelling in the rainy season. The country is intersected in every 
direction by a net-work of creeks, on the banks of which are hun- 
dreds of villages. The experiment showed that with suitable boat 
accommodations “ these villages can be visited in ordinary seasons, 
with comfort and without danger to health.” “Two or three months 
in the year,” Mr. Crawley thinks, “might be spent in this manner to 
great advantage.” 

Mr. C’s. course of labor in the city was daily preaching by himself 
and his assistant, together with tract distribution, at two opposite 
pe arts of the city on two of the most frequented thoroughfares. 

or this purpose two temporary zayats were constructed. On the 
approach of the hot season, when he could no longer go to the 
zayats, he devoted himself to the daily instruction of his assistants 
and of inquirers who called at his house, preaching and teaching a 
bible class on the Sabbaths. “No new baptisms are reported, yet 
good is being done. There is no sound of the hammer, yet the rear- 
ing of the glorious edifice does not stand still.” 

Connected with the mission are three Burman churches,* contain- 
ing twenty members. 


ST wo et thee: were numbered among the Karen churches, in our last report. 
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PROME MISSION. 


Prome. — Rev. Messrs. E. Krncarp and T. Simons, and their wives. 
Five Oursrations. — Ten native assistants, six of whom are ordained. 

Mr. Kincaid left the United States for Burmah in September, ar- 
riving at Rangoon Dec. 27, 1857. Mrs. Kincaid remains for a time in 
this country. 

Of the operations of the mission, which were left in charge of 
Mr. Simons, the customary reports, from some unexplained cause, 
have failed of reaching us. The number of outstations and native 
laborers is given as reported last year. 


MISSION TO AVA. 


Ava. — One native preacher. 


We learn by our latest advices, under date of Prome, Feb. 11, 
“that Messrs. Kincaid and Dawson were about to go up to the capital 
of the kingdom, now Mandelay; Dr. Dawson having left Rangoon 
for the purpose, January 27th. The latter was expecting, however, 
to return to Rangoon without delay. Respecting the proposed re- 
moval to Ava, Dr. Dawson writes in a letter ‘of previous date, that 
the way is entirely open. So long as the present king sits on the 
throne of his fathers, Burmah proper will be entirely accessible and 
safe. The chief danger to the mission would be from a change 
of government, which is sometimes the work of only a few days.” 


ASSAM MISSION. 


Sinsacor. — Rev. S. M. Wurtine, Mrs. 

NowcGona, — One native assistant. 

Gowauatt — Rev. A. H. Mrs. DANFortH. Two native assistants. 

In this country, Rey. Messrs. N. Brows, M. Bronsoy, I. J. Stropparp, and W. Warp, 
and their wives. 

Mr. Ward and family, whose expected return on account of the 
sickness of his family was noted in our last report, arrived Nov. 17, 
Mr. Bronson and wife left Assam in October and arrived March 14, 
with health greatly improved by the voyage. The health of Mrs. 
Danforth having become so reduced as to demand an immediate 
resort to a cooler climate, she was expected to leave Gowahati early 
the present year, and if necessary, would be accompanied by Mr. D. 

With this sad diminution of laborers, the operations of the mission 
have been of necessity correspondently reduced. Sibsagor and 
Gowahati have each but a solitary missionary, and Nowgong is in 
charge of a single native assistant. The labors of our brethren who 
have been permitted to abide in the field have, moreover, suffered 
embarrassment and almost a total suspension, first from cholera, 
which was prevalent in the earlier months of the year, and subse- 
quently by the apprehended rise of the native troops, who were 
known to be in correspondence and sympathy with the mutineers of 
Bengal. The influence of the mutiny developed itself in the pro- 
vince early in June, and was more or less dominant till October. 
For more than six weeks of this period the missionary at Gowahati 
was compelled to render daily military service. In Upper Assam, 
where the danger seemed more imminent, Mr. and Mrs. Whiting for 


250 Forty-fourth Annual Report. [July, 


nearly an equal period were constrained, with the advice of the local 
commandant, to retire from the station and betake themselves to the 
north bank of the Brahmaputra. By the good providence of God 
the disaffection was not permitted to break out into open violence. 
The missionaries were at length enabled in safety to resume their 
work, and with the assured expectation of abiding ‘tranquillity. 

“Gowanatt. — In consequence of the departure of Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Danforth, who was temporarily in charge of the press at Sibsagor, 
returned to his original post at Gowahati early in March. The sue- 
ceeding four months and during the prevalence of cholera, which in 
Gowahati alone swept away 800 of its population, both European 
and native, his attention was principally devoted to Cacharis congre- 
gated from their villages for private purposes, to whom, in compa- 
nies of from forty to 100, he and his assistants preached every 
evening in the week and threo eve ry Sabbath. At a later period he 
visited some of the Cachari villages, and was welcomed by them with 
the warmest hospitality. Both in the city and at their villages, the 
Cacharis whom he addressed gave interested attention; some pro- 
fessed to be on the Lord’s side ; two appeared to have abandoned their 
superstitions and become worshippers only of Christ; and could the 
seed which has been sown be duly cultured, the missionary expresses 
the belief that at no distant day it would yield a plentiful harvest. 
The Cachari villagers offer at present the most promising field to 
the spiritual husbandman in this part of Assam. Most of them are 
independent farmers, and would be able to do much in support of 
their own evangelical institutions. At one place they were about to 
build a chapel, chiefly at their own charges, aided by a small contri- 
bution from the mission. The principal assistant, Apinta, belongs to 
this tribe, and is not only an acceptable preacher, but also, by ex- 
press desire of the Cacharis, and under appointment of the govern- 
ment, their civil overseer or headman. They generally understand 
the Assamese language, i in which they have hitherto been addressed 
by the missionaries. A catechism has also been prepared in their 
own dialect by Mr. Danforth, and a second is in course of transla- 
tion by the native assistant, the first books ever written in their 
tongue. 

But little labor has been bestowed on the Assamese of Gowahati 
the past season, for the reasons already alluded to. Those who did 
not sympathize in the mutiny, were under too great apprehension or 
excitement to listen to preaching. Most of the people were per- 
suaded that the rule of the Company was near its end. The mis- 
sionary seldom or never attempted to preach in the bazaar, and such 
of the native Christians as ventured abroad were subjected for the 
time to insults and threats of Mussulmans. 

The native church is in a depressed state, and three of its late 
members have been excluded. 

Nowconc. — This station, on the withdrawal of Mr. Bronson, 
was left under the general superintendence of Mr. Danforth, but in 
the immediate charge of a native assistant (Charles). Thomas, the 
native preacher, preceded Mr. Bronson to Gowahati in the last stage 
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of fatal disease, and has since died. While yet at Nowgong, Mr. 
Bronson gave such attention as the state of his health permitted, 
to the station church, some of the members of which had fallen from 
their steadfastness. This compelled the withdrawal of fellowship ; 
while on the other hand two interesting youths from the Girls’ school 
were received to the church by baptism. 

SipsaGor. — Our last report brought the record of this station to 
the end of the travelling or cold season. The principal labors of 
the six following months, except as interrupted by the civil disturb- 
ances, were connected with the church and the press, both of which 
were in the charge of Mr. Whiting. Religious services have been 
maintained as usual, consisting of preaching, bible-class instruction, 
and prayer-meetings. A native preacher and other assistants have 
had part in conducting the meetings, and in the scripture and tract dis- 
tribution. The monthly concert has been regularly observed. Con- 
tributions about two rupees monthly, which have been applied to the 
support of the native preacher. Number of church members 24, of 
whom 20 are natives. One has been excluded, one suspended, and 
one has died. Average attendance on Sabbath worship, forty. 

The Sibsagor Girls’ school in charge of Mrs. Whiting, has nine pupils, 
of whom four are church members. Their studies are elementary, in- 
cluding reading, writing, arithmetic and geography, all in the vernac- 
ular. The scholars do their own cooking and washing, filling up in 
these labors, with a little sewing and weaving, the time not devoted 
to the school, Average monthly expense of the school, rs. 30. 

The Press. — The publications of the year ending Sept. 30, besides 
the monthly issue of the Orunodoi, 16 pp., 700 copies, and Assamese 
Words, four months, 4 pp. 100 copies were, 

Pages. Copies. Total. 
Hindu Objections Refuted, . 90 800 72,000 
Letter of Pondits, - 18 500 9,000 
Way of Salvation, 24 2,000 48,000 
The Fall of Man, 26 200 5,200 
History of Creation, 26 2,000 52,000 
2nd Catechism, - 66 1,000 66,000 


252,200 

Three works are in press; Giyunodi, 42 pages, 2,500 copies, Ca- 
chari Catechism, 300 copies, and Reasons for not being a Mussulman, 
500 copies. 

The issues from the depository were of the New Testament 13 
copies; portions of Scripture gospels, harmony and tracts, 778 ; other 
religious books and tracts, 3,164; school books, 533:— Total, in- 
cluding 400 copies of the Orunodoi, 4,888. 


TELOOGOO MISSION. 


Necvore. — Rev. Messrs. L. Jewerr and F. A. DouGiass and their wives. 
In this country, Rev. S. S. and Mrs. Day. 
Two native assistants. 


The year last past has been one of trial, as regards both personal 
and mission concerns. As early as January, 1857, Mr. Douglass 
was constrained by the protracted and alarming illness of his wife, 
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to leave the station with his family and remove to Madras. The 
judiciousness of the measure’ was at once felt; but before the health 
of Mrs. D. had been sufficiently reéstablished to justify their return 
to Nellore, intelligence was received of the breaking forth of the 
Bengal mutiny; and shortly afterwards they were joined by their 
associates, Mr. and Mrs. Jewett, who left the station in August. In 
announcing the grounds of his removal, Mr. Jewett wrote, Aug. 8, 
“T still cherish the hope expressed in previous letters, that the 
sepoys in the Madras and Bombay presidencies will prove staunch, 
and that, consequently, the Mohammedans will fear to rise and all of 
us shall escape unharmed. Still, the great Mohammedan festival of 
ten days, commencing Aug. 21, is dreaded by every one in these 
parts. Should a combined attack be made, all the inland, unpro- 
tected places would be likely to be destroyed; while Madras, fully 
awake to the pressing danger, would be likely to overcome. For 
a long time we resolved to stand our ground, but at last yielded the’ 
point. Capt. Beaver, who commands the three hundred invalid 
sepoys stationed here, says that, in case of a rise of the Mohammed. 
ans, he can afford no protection to us who are on this side of the 
town.”’* 

Mr. Jewett was absent at Madras about four months, returning in 
November (?); Mr. and Mrs. Douglass, by the advice of her physi- 
cians, remained till January. During their absence the premises 
were held in charge by the native assistants, by whom also, with the 
aid of a female helper, the schools were kept in operation. 

The boarding and day school has numbered about forty-five 
pupils, the boarders, male and female, averaging fifteen. About 
three fifths of the pupils were girls. The studies have been ele- 
mentary, including, in the first class, geography and composition. A 
large number of hymns were committed to memory, portions of the 
New Testament, twenty psalms, catechisms, &c. The principal 
assistant teacher, or matron, is the first native convert among the 
pupils, her husband, formerly also a pupil, being now a preacher. 
An interesting feature of the school has been a “Juvenile Benevo- 
lent Society,” the object of which was to raise funds for the “ Chris- 
tian education of children and youth,” an afternoon, weekly, being 
devoted to society meetings. The good effects were not restricted 
to pecuniary avails, which, with aid from European residents, 
amounted at the close of the first nine months to rs. 300. A greater 
good realized, was the cultivating of habits of industry and of self- 
denying efforts for the benefit of others. “The children cheerfully 
began,” writes Mrs. Jewett, “to make their own clothing in play 
hours and holidays, and also to redeem much time to work in vari- 
ous ways for the benefit of the heathen, separated from them by 


* Mr. Jewett adds to the above, (we quote it as illustrative of the general alarm which pre- 
vailed at the time, not without cause.) “ Were I alone, 1 would not think of leaving, my hope 
of my safety being pretty strong;— but when one has a wife and helpless children, he may 
well fear when there is no cause of fear; how much more when bazaar reports make every ear 
to tingle. My wife has thought it best to go to Madras ever since we received an unpleasant 
visit of two native gentlemen, strangers from the north —as inquisitive as spies —attended by 


twenty men armed with spears and swords.” The withdrawal of his family was also urged b 
judicious friends in Madras. : 
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only a mud wall. Poor Christians, who had never thought they could 
do any thing, and even unbelieving servants, were seen bringing their 
annas at each monthly meeting, held for that purpose and for the 
instruction of all who chose to come.’ 

The mission church has thirteen I one having been added 
by baptism. 

We close this brief notice with a paragraph from a letter of Mr. 
Douglass, written a year ago, (May 10,) but equally apposite in 
most respects to the present posture of things. “ We are looking 
to the meeting of the Union this month with great solicitude. You 
who are in the midst of the contending elements, know best their 
foree. * * * In these contending waters we fear millions of 
heathen will be left to perish — perish eternally. We pray that the 
awful doom may be averted. We can but hope that, notwithstand- 
ing our fear, there will be a rallying around the ‘Union’ of its 
friends, and foes only for a time, such as not only to secure perma- 
nency but progress in its great and good work. We begin to feel 
as a mission a painful need of an increase to our number. We 
ought to be multiplied ten times; and so far as the field is con- 
cerned, it demands this number. We can see no reason why the 
Board, and the churches through it, should not arise to the saving of 
14,000,000 of Teloogoos — the most numerous and the most inter- 
esting people, confessedly, of South India. There is not a village 
closed to the gospel, and every where the servant of Christ is 
treated with respect, and his message very seldom despised. But 
the want of funds (not of men, for some of our known and tried 
friends have asked to go,) casts a damp on all our hopes. ‘O Lord, 
how long?’ Will not the Master in Zion soon arise in his glorious 
might, and turn the hearts of multitudes as rivers in the south ?” 


SIAM MISSION. 


BanGkor, (Siamese Department.) — Rev. S. J. and Mrs. Smrrit. 

( Chinese Department. )— Kev. Messrs. W. ‘Astimone and R. TeLrorD, and their wives. Three 
native assistants. 

Outstations. — Lengkiachu, Bangchang, Bangplasoi and Petchaburi. 


The year has passed on quictly, with no special interruption to 
the ordinary routine of missionary service, save what has been ocea- 
sioned by the want of means and the fewness of laborers. The 
country continues open to evangelical labor. Government has 
treated the missionaries with kindness and respect, but, as usual, has 
made heavy drafts on the Siamese branch of the mission. 

SiaMESE Department. — Meligious Services. — There are three 
services on the Sabbath. At 9 A.M. is a bible-class. Very many 
strangers attend this exercise, as well as the pupils of a mission 
school and domestics. At 10$ A. M.a sermon is preached. The 
attendance on this has been large during the year, filling the worship 
room. A third meeting is held at 1 P. M., for prayer. 

The monthly concert is regularly maintained, communion Sab- 
baths excepted, and a monthly contribution for missions. Morning 
and evening prayers are also held daily on the mission compound, 
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attended by the boarding scholars, and generally by the Siamese 
domestics of the mission families. 

Tract distribution. — Persons call daily for books at the mission 
compound, and many interesting conversations are held with them 
on the great themes of the gospel. Some of the native Christians 
take books to their homes, and as opportunities occur, put them 
into circulation, Three tours have been made, two to Ayuthia, 
&e., and one, which oceupied a month, to Bangplasoi, Petchaburi, 
&e. Book distribution has, nevertheless, been very much limited, 
for want of distributors. “Had we been in possession of books 
adequate to the wants of the people,” writes Mr. Smith, “we had 
not the men to go abroad and follow the cireulation of books with 
preaching. Our great mortification this year has been an unre- 
strained freedom to labor, but neither men nor means to turn that 
freedom to the best advantage.” 

Schools. —No school has been supported by the funds of the 
Union, but a boarding and day school of forty-two pupils has been 
taught during the year by Mrs. Smith, at private charges. —Instrue- 
tion is given through the Siamese language. “ English is taught as 
a key to the sciences.” 

Printing Operations. —Sowe delay having occurred in completing 
the type “matric es, and other preliminaries, ho printing was exe- 
euted during the year under review. Later advices bring the wel- 
come intelligence that the press is at work, and that several forms 
of Matthew's gospel have been struck off. It is the purpose of the 
mission to put the whole Siamese New Testament through the press 
as early as practicable; also reprints of some of the Siamese. reli- 
gious tracts. A new edition of “Grammatical Notices of the Siam- 
ese Language,” by the late Dr. Jones, and other publications, are 
contemplated. 

Cuainesk DerartMent.— The general employments of the mission- 
aries have been tract distribution and preaching, and teaching the 
native assistants. 

Preaching. — During the cold season some four months were 
spent by Mr. Ashmore, on the eastern and western shores of the 
gulf, on account of Mrs. A.’s hes alth; but being all the time in the 
midst of population, his opportunities for preaching were not cir- 
cumscribed. Mr. Telford has visited from house to house in Bang, 
kok, accompanied by an assistant. Ile has also visited two of the 
outstations, and made two tours, of twenty-four and fifteen days 
respectively, among the Chinese settlements on the Meinam and 
Maklong, meeting with many who had never before seen a mis- 
sionary. The usual Sabbath services, daily morning and evening 
prayer, the monthly concert and the ‘weekly bible class, the last 
conducted by Mrs. Ashmore and Mrs. Telford, have been steadily 
sustained, as in former years. 

Native Assistants. — The three native assistants have been em- 
ployed throughout the year, beside a young Siamo-Chinese man not in 
formal connection with the mission. Their support has been derived 
from contributions of the church, aided by other local contributors. 
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Special effort has been made during the rains, to improve the quali- 
fications of the assistants, by daily study both of the Old and New 
Testaments. “The great end and aim of every lesson was to show 
the need of a Saviour, and the greatness of the salvation through 
him.” “We examine every passage,” wrote Mr. Ashmore, “ with a 
specific purpose ;— not simply to ascertain its meaning in and by 
itself, but to learn its place in the plan of Redemption. We en- 
deavor to make every truth that passes under review, whether doe- 
trinal or historical, shed some light upon the great central fact of 
the Bible, the expiation on Calvary and the righteousness of Christ.” 
In this manner of study three months were bestowed on Galatians, 
Ephesians and Colossians; after which the class took up Romans, 
in connection with passages from the Old Testament bearing on the 
discussion of the two plans of justification, 

Mr. Ashmore has given the following outline of the “plan of 
study’: “We take a portion of a book or epistle, oceupied with 
some particular subject. The class read, one after another, whatever 
number of verses are necessary to evolve a distinct point; this point 
is then discussed freely, and its meaning and bearing on the main 
subject are indicated as clearly as possible. When a subject has 
been passed over in this way, the whole is immediately reviewed 
with an especial reference to the analysis. And finally, the most 
important and prominent thought, the leading doctrines, or some 
particular phrases or formulas, are selected and assigned severally to 
the members of the class for minute and special consideration. 

“Sufficient time is of course allowed to review and weigh the whole 
subject. Passages of Scripture bearing on the topic, are pointed 
out,— usually at the time the subject is committed. On presenting 
their theses, ove introduces the discussion by stating all that he has 
been able to glean himself, or that has been suggested in recitation, 
or learned from others. The rest are then invited to express their 
opinions, whether in confirmation or dissent. This usually results in 
a tolerably thorough investigation of the subject. In the course of 
the discussion, the teacher propounds such inquiries as seem ealled 
for; and finally closes the exereise by summing up what has been 
said, endeavoring, so far as lies in his power, to throw out all errors, 
to incorporate all the truth expressed, and to combine the whole in 
some few simple forms easily remembered,” 

The Church. — The accessions to the church have been five by 
baptism, and four by letter, making the present number thirty-nine. 
Seven of these are Americans; the rest are Chinese and Siamese, 
except one Burman. Two of the baptized were reported last year 
as inquirers, of which class there are now five. The contributions 
of the church, bi-monthly and otherwise, have amounted to 101% 
ticals, devoted to support of native assistants and relief of its poor. 

Schools. — In regard to schools connected with the Ci inese depart- 
ment, Mr. Ashmore remarks as follows: “In Siam there are very 
few native Chinese children. A school of pure Chinese could be 
formed with the utmost difficulty. The children of Chinese fathers, 
having Siamese mothers, invariably speak Siamese better than they 
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do Chinese. To learn to read Chinese is a work of great difficulty ; 
whereas Siamese is comparatively easy. Notwithstanding this, a 
Chinese class can be obtained at almost any time. At the same 
time, we do not consider this the most profitable form of effort. We 
do not engage in schools, because we prefer a more scriptural kind 
of labor.” Mrs. Ashmore, however, has had the children of the 
church members who reside near, daily instructed in Chinese, and 
Mrs. Telford has given instruction to two girls of Portuguese ex- 
traction. 

Mr. Ashmore communicates the subjoined reflections on teaching 
English. “There is now a great request for English tuition. Parents 
are anxious to have their sons learn English, because it furnishes so 
advantageous a way of carning a living. We might have a school 
any day, if we would only give a little instruction each forenoon in 
English. We are not blind to their motives. Nor are we blind to 
the temptation which it brings upon the native youth. Few, very 
few, of them ever stay in school long enough to obtain more than a 
mere smattering of English. ‘A little knowledge is a dangerous 
thing,’ never seemed more impressively true than in reference to 
native children in Siam learning English. It is a ‘key’ indeed; but 
a pupil who progresses scareely beyond the easy sentences of Web- 
ster’s Spelling-book, can hardly be expected to unlock any sciénce 
with it but the science of money-getting. And this, I know, is done 
sometimes at the sacrifice of all the good they acquired in other 
matters by being associated with missionaries. It will be under- 
stood, then, why we have attempted so little in this department. We 
would not disparage schools; we would simply magnify the work of 
preaching, and teaching ‘doctrine ’— the truth as it is in Jesus.” 

The health of Mrs. Ashmore, though somewhat improved from the 
previous year, has not become sufficiently firm to encourage the hope 
of her laboring permanently in Siam; and Mr. Ashmore has been 
authorized to repair to Hongkong with a view to his ultimate transfer 
to that mission, if the location be found to be more favorable. The 
arrangement was entered into with the greater readiness in view of 
the urgent demand of Hongkong, if it be sustained, for immediate 
‘succor. Mr. and Mrs. Ashmore sailed for Hongkong in January. 


HONGKONG MISSION. 


Honckonc.—Rerv. J. W. Jounson. Three native assistants. 
Outstations, Tung-chiu, Chek-chu, Tukia-wan, Chiem-ta-chiu. 
The operations of the mission the past year have been still more 
interrupted by the outbreak of hostilities between the British author- 
ities and the Cantonese. The difficulties of intercourse with the 
people were gradually being removed, but the renewed collisions 
have in a great measure suspended missionary labor in their vicinity, 
except on the island of Hongkong. 

At Hongkong, regular worship has been maintained on the Sab- 
bath; the word of life has also been proclaimed, as heretofore, on 
board of junks and trading vessels that have visited the harbor, and 
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at places of resort of Tie-chiu men; and Scriptures and tracts have 

been liberally distributed among those able to read and willing to 
accept them. These in a few instances have been rejected. 

The attendance on chapel services has varied with time and cir- 
cumstances. After the commencement of hostilities, when trade 
was for a season suspended, the hostility to foreigners that prevails 
among the Cantonese not much affecting the Tie-chiu people, many 
of the Tie-chiu traders and shopkeepers availed themselves of the 
opportunity thus afforded, and for three or four months filled the 
chapel on Lord’s day with attentive hearers, while the services held 
for the Canton people were very nearly abandoned. In the later 
mouths of the year, the attendance was far less numerous. Many 
had left the island, and others were again absorbed in trade. «“ Yet 
we trust,” writes Mr. Johnson, “ much good seed has found lodgment 
in the hearts of many, which in the day of the Lord will be found 
not to have been thrown away.” 

Two of the out-stations, Tung-chiu and Chek-chu, have been fre- 
quently visited by A Tui and A Sun without molestation, “and the 
fire has been kept alive upon the altars ereeted there.” 

No one has been baptized during the year. There have been 
three applicants for the ordinance, but the cases were not satisfac- 
tory. There has been one death. Present number of the church, 
thirty-four. Many of these, however, are scattered abroad, and of 
some no information has been received for a long time. 

Of the native assistants, two have been supported by special con- 
tributions to the Union; the other, A Sun, by the Baptist church in 
Edinburgh under the pastoral care of Rey. R. Anderson. A Ee has 
also been employed five months as a colporteur. 

Our last report announced the release of A Sun and A Ee, after a 
four months’ imprisonment at Chau-chau-fu. They reached Hong- 
kong in January (1857), just as the church was assembling for prayer 
preparatory to the observance of the Lord’s Supper. “ They re- 
turned to us,” Mr. J. writes, “as from the grave. There was present 
not one unmoved heart ; and many grateful tears were shed as we 
returned thanks to Alinighty God for their deliverance, and together 
commemorated the sufferings and death of our blessed Lord and 
Master.” Their labors at Fu, we are gratified to note, have not 
been suffered to fall to the ground. Two native brethren, formerly 
employed as school-teachers at Tung-chiu and Chek-chu, have twice 
visited the city, and have distributed there a large number of Scrip- 
tures and tracts. A missionary (Rev. Mr. Burns), under whose 
direction they were laboring, and who resides at Swatow, writes 
that’ they met with no molestation nor‘opposition,” and “ though as 
yet he knew of no marked evidence of the Holy Spirit's work on 
individual hearts, apparent good effects had been produced.” 

The hope has been expressed by the mission [see our last annual 
report}, that on the restoration of peace a permanent footing may be 
gained at Swatow, or elsewhere, in the Tie-chiu district. Among 
the reasons for “ removing the mleslon ultimately to Swatow, i. e. 
to Tie-chiu proper,” on the supposition that two distinct missions 
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are not attempted, Mr. Johnson suggests: Ist, “The labors of this 
mission have reference exclusively to the 'Tie-chiu people, and it is 
important that we bring our influence to bear as dircetly as possible 
upon the great mass of the population; and 2d. We are generally 
known in the Tie-chiu district, and have converts, both from this 
place and from Siam, scattered through it. We could, consequently, 
enter into labor there under more favorable circumstances than 
others.” For these and other reasons, he thinks, “ if a mission can 
be supported but in one place,” the preponderance is in favor of 
Tie-chiu. But he adds in a more recent communication, “ While I 
think it very desirable that we have a mission in Tie-chiu just as 
soon as we can establish ourselves there, I think it would be very 
bad policy to give up this position, at least till we are established 
there; nor would I then advise the abandoning of Hongkong, if it 
were possible to occupy both places. It is the opinion of all whom 
I have consulted, that all,—however extensive or well established 
might be their labors in the country,—that all should have their 
head-quarters, as it were, here, for a resort in times of trouble, — 
likely for a long period to be of constant occurrence, — and in times 
of sickness, too, for proper medical advice and treatment. The Ger- 
mans, whose policy it has been to have inland stations only, have 
found it necessary to buy property here, which for the future they 
will make their head-quarters. The Roman Catholics have extensive 
establishments for the-same objects. From this point they go out; 
and hither, again, do they resort, to recruit and prepare for new 
efforts.” 

With regard to the importance of retaining Hongkong “as a per- 
manent station,” the following views have been submitted by a late 
member of the mission (Rev. Dr. Dean). “Should the time come 
when we may plant ourselves on the main land, in the neighboring 
province, or Tie-chiu district, it would afford no good reason for the 
abandonment of Hongkong, but an additional reason to reinforce it 
as the central station. There are plants flourishing there which can- 
not with safety be transplanted; and it would be unwise to leave 
them unwatered and unecared for, when they have cost so much, and 
promise so well.” Again, “Hongkong is oceupied not merely nor 
mainly for the people of the island,—though if limited to that it 
would be no mean mission ;— but its advantages are to be counted 
from the various stand-points and out-stations already under its influ- 
ence, with many others which it is adapted to control and to unite in 
this central point. It is questioned whether there is a position in 
China which would command a greater power than Hongkong, as a 
central station for bringing the gospel to bear upon the people.” 

“ Hongkong is, geographically, as near the villages and towns of 
the main land as Swatow. We reach the main land by fifteen min- 
utes’ sail, at an expense of half a dime. Politically, it offers no 
obstacle to an unrestrained communication between the missionary 
and the people. Socially, the homes and families of the Chinese on 
the main land are as easily reached, and are as accessible for Chris- 
tian purposes, as from any other station in China. The only difier- 
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ence is, as compared with any other station, life and property are 
more secure at Hongkong. Hongkong has proved itself as heafthy 
as any other station in China, which has been occupied by Europeans, 
The same mortality has followed at other stations the same exposures. 
If more deaths have occurred at Hongkong, more Europeans have 
resided there. Hongkong, moreover, avas first occupied, and the ez- 
periment was there made as to the style of dwellings and exposure 
adapted to Europeans.” “ Hongkong, then, is justly regarded not as 
a provisional, but a permanent station. I have visited, with one or 
two exceptions, the stations in China occupted by missionaries, as 
well as some unvisited by Europeans; and if I were to locate the 
mission again, L see no good reason for changing the station from 
Hongkong.” 


NINGPO MISSION. 
Nincro. — Rey. Messrs. E. C. Lorp and M.J. Knowtton, D. J. Maccowan, M. D., and 


their wives, 
Three nutive assistants. 

Mrs. E. A. Goddard, who returned from the mission in 1855, labor- 
ing under fatal disease, was permitted to enter into her rest on the 
2kth of November last, after a faithful service of nearly fifteen 
years. The mission families at Ningpo have suffered from  sick- 
ness, and one, the son and only child of Mr. Knowlton, has died. 

The operations of the mission have been continued on the very 
reduced scale of the past year, noted in our last annual report. The 
principal place occupied with stated public worship on the Sabbath 
and during the week, has been the West Gate Chapel, so called, at 
which both Mr. Lord and Mr. Knowlton have officiated. A Bible class 
has also been’conducted at the same place by Dr. Macgowan. 

Native Assistants— The three native assistants are reported as 
giving a “good degree of satisfaction.” The fourth, employed the 
previous year, has been dismissed for misconduct, and excluded from 
the fellowship of the church. In this respect the Ningpo church 
seems to share the common experience of other mission churches in 
China. “ Covetousness,” says Mr. Knowlton, “is the great, the 
easily besetting sin of the Chinese. There is no hypocrisy they will 
not practise in order to get money; and henee the most stringent 
precautions are necdful to avoid being duped. Very often, those 
have turned out the worst, who had raised the highest hopes.” To 
guard against such imposition, one of the missions at Shanghai, (the 
Southern Baptist) had adopted the principle of giving no Chinese 
any employment, not even as an assistant, merely on the ground of 
his being a Christian. -“'They employ no native assistance but what 
is voluntary.” Dr. Maegowan proceeds to say, “To an inexperi- 
enced person sucha course seems impolitic. What more natural 
or proper than that a Christian Chinaman who is capable of impart- 
ing instruction, should be induced to give his whole time to that 
work, some parts of which he can perform much better than the mis- 
sioyary? The advantage of such a course has seemed so obvious, 
that in every case the first convert of a mission, who could be turned 
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to any account in the work, has been taken as an employed agent. 
And why not? Is he not worthy his hire? Before conversion he 
lived from hand to mouth, dependent on hourly exertion for daily 


‘rice ; how could he spare time for gratuitous missionary work ? 


“Yet long observation and an intimate acquaintance with the sub- 
ject have brought me to this point. Were I commencing a mission 
again, I would forego the advantage to be derived from native agency 
until the multiplication of converts enabled me to make a selection 
of those most fit, from a group of competent persons. In such a 
case those only should be selected whose greater zeal and ability 
had clearly pointed them out to the native brethren as possessing 
unequivocal qualifications and claims to become salaried assistants. 
Hard would be the labor in such a case, and very slowly would the 
quarrying go on; but the materials would be such as to guarantee a 
well-finished and permanent structure. 

“The use of native assistants cannot now be relinquished ; — our 
error «consisted in prematurely employing them. It now remains 
only to be assiduous in the use of correctives of the attendant evils, 
— so to educate native Christians that they shall not consider the 
work of evangelizing to be the province of the paid brother only, 
and to let them early learn that the foreign supplies come not from 
an abundant and inexhaustible source.” 

The Church.— The church has nineteen members, showing an in- 
crease by one since our last report. Five have been baptized and 
one excluded; three have died. The present state of the church is 
represented by the mission “to be far from satisfactory,” owing to 
“circumstances connected with the misdemeanors of the excluded 
member.” 

Schools.— Of schools and scholars the report is as last year; “ dis- 
continued for want of funds.” The mission call the attention of 
the Committee to the desirableness of sustaining at least a day- 
school for the children of their church members, of both sexes. 
“While other missions,” they remark, “sustain large boarding and — 
day schools for both sexes, it seems incumbent on us to provide at 
least for our own to the extent of a day-schoo]. The incongruity of 
placing the children of our church members at the schools of other 
denominations is obvious. And facilities should he afforded for the 
instruction not only of the sons, but of the daughters.” 

Medical Department. — The expenses, special, of the medical de- 
oer of the mission have in former years been defrayed by the 
edical Missionary Society. The disturbances at Canton having of 
late interfered with the Socicty’s operations,.and the dispensary hav- 
ing been closed, Dr. Macgowan has prescribed for patients at his 
own residence only, and of medicines already on hand. The small 
additional outlay has been solely for members of the mission and 
native Christian brethren, 

Bible and Tract Distribution.— This has been limited to 21,130 
pages of Scriptures and 17,300 pages of tracts. 

Outstations. — The one at Chusan continues to be regarded by the 
mission as a post that ought to be occupied, both for its promise of 
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usefulness, and for healthful occasional resort as a sanitarium. The 
missionaries renew their recommendation that a mission house be 
built on the island, to be used also as a chapel. Were a shelter 
provided, numbers of the missionaries would be glad from time to 
time to resort hither, and “to spend much time in more than usually 
useful labor, while at the same time renewing their health.” The out- 
station is at present ocoupied by one of the assistants. 

The missionaries advert, also, in various connections, to the expe- 
diency of establishing, at the earliest practicable moment, interior 
stations, such as Kinghwa, some 250 miles distant from Ningpo. 
The prefecture of the same name, of which Kinghwa is the chief city, 
is the central portion of the valley of Tsientang, and is about 130 
miles long and a hundred broad, with an estimated population of one 
and a fourth millions. Mr. Knowlton expresses the hope that “ ere 
long not only that, but countless other like fields, will be open to the 
heralds of the cross. Hitherto missionaries,” he proceeds to re- 
mark, “Hitherto, missionaries huddled together at the five ports, 
with opium sellers and sailors to counteract their influence, have la- 
bored under a great disadvantage. Were the laborers now in China 
to scatter abroad and station themselves at favorable points in the 
interior, their power for effective missionary work would undoubtedly 
be almost indefinitely increased.” And again, —“ Should the barri- 
ers whiclt government has raised against foreigners and foreign re- 
ligions, and foreign opinions of every kind, be thrown down, count- 
less cities and villages and densely populated districts, would at once 
be open to evangelical efforts. Missionaries would, for the most 
part undoubtedly, be received kindly by the common people, and 
would be permitted in peace to prosecute their labors of love.” 


MISSION TO FRANCE. 


Panis. —Rev. A. Dez. M. Vorniére, colporteur. 


Vexnente.—Rev. J. B. Cretix.—La Frere, V. J. 
NLEAU, 


Five stations; five native preachers, and one colporteur. 


The state of the mission and the spirit which animated the native 
laborers are indicated generally in the words of one of their num- 
ber, writing in. October last; “We advance, though slowly; and 
God manifests his power in the midst of us. Now, as in the time 
of the great apostle of the Gentiles, ‘the foolishness of God is 
wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.’ 
Now, as in the glorious days of the primitive church, ‘Christ is the 
wisdom of God and the power of God for all that are called, both 
Jews and Greeks.’” And again, “The continued interest of the 
Committee in the French Mission, evinced by its continued support » 
notwithstanding the pressure of the time, rejoices our hearts. ‘This 
unequivocal testimony of attachment strengthens our zeal, and 
engages us to labor faithfully in the great work committed to us. 
We are fortified besides by the thought that we labor in a cause 
which is pleasing to God, and for the truth; — which is the clearer 
to us from the fact that most of us were formerly plunged in the 
darkness of popery.” 
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The reports received from our brethren thraughout the year at 
moderate intervals, corroborate the above representation. There 
has been betrayed at no period any flagging of zeal, or abatement 
of strenuous endeavor. Subjected in parts of their field, as at 
Chauny and La Fére, to governmental surveillance, shut out from 
their houses of worship and exposed to arrest and imprisonment, 
the forest and the mountain-top have been set apart for the gather- 
ing of the people, and seasons for the burial of the dead availed of 
to proclaim unmolested the news of salvation to the companies 
who thronged to the cemetery. Cases are reported from time to 
time of marked devotedness and constancy. At O., where the 
stated ministrations of the gospel have been suspended, the church 
survives, and two persons have requested baptism. At another, 
where evening meetings are held for worship, a service is also main- 
tained on Lord’s day by a blind brother, “who uses every effort to 
bring sinners to the knowledge of Christ.” “It is truly affecting,” 
writes one of the pastors, “to see this blind man explaining to 
others the word of God, much of which he has learned by heart. 
Once a month he comes to enjoy the Lord’s Supper, which requires 
him to travel six leagues, with no guide but his dog.” On communi- 
cating these and similar facts, the writer adds, “It is evident that 
God sensibly blesses our work. We are not alone in the struggle ; 
the Almighty Shepherd is with us; it is His work to convert sin- 
ners.” 

The following is an outline sketch of the history of the several 
churches for the year past, furnished by Mr. Dez, pastor of the 
church at Paris. 

The church at La Fére constantly meets with more or less oppo- 
sition from the local authorities ; nevertheless, it is ever faithful, and 
distinguished for its zeal and piety. It numbers seventy-cight mem- 
bers. Six were baptized during the year; and there are fourteen 
candidates for baptism. Contributions, for the poor, for missions, 
and for the rent of a chapel, 514 frs. 

At Chauny none have been baptized, but fourteen are ready for 
the ordinance, who have been prevented from enjoying the privilege 
by circumstances which they could not control. There are also 
signs of an awakening among the young in the Sabbath school; and 
the harvest around on every side is growing white. A Christian 
Association, of young people, have distributed thousands of religious 
tracts during the year, and have aided, as they were able, in main- 
taining worship at out-stations on the Sabbath. The church has 
eighty-eight members, intluding residents at the out-stations. One 
had been added by letter, and one restored ; two have been excluded, 
three have withdrawn, six have removed to distant places, including 
four to the United States, and one has died. Forty-five persons are 
reported as “ well disposed visitors.” Contributions of the church, 
111 frs. 21 ¢. for missions, and 86 frs. not designated, besides aid 
to the poor of the church. There is no change in regard to religious 
liberty, the chapel remains closed; but meetings at Chauny and in 
the neighborhood are undisturbed, 
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The Denain church, including the branch at Orchies, has thirty- 
three members. Four have been received by baptism, two dismissed, 
and two excluded; one has died. Several are candidates for bap- 
tism. The .pastor speaks of “encouragement and hope.” The 
church “ walks uprightly.” Contributions, including 56 frs. 40 
centimes for missions, 211 frs. 

To the church at Verberie, which now consists of twenty-seven 
members, one has been added by baptism within the year; two have 
been dismissed to zo to the United States, and one has died. Con- 
tributions for the mission, 179 frs. 

The number of members in the church at Athies, is twenty. two. 
One has been added by baptism. The church is visited as often as 
possible by the pastor of La Fére church, and there appears to have 
been a reviving. Several are “ well disposed. 4 

The church at Paris has thirty-eight members, including six who 
live at a distance from the city. Added by baptism, five; by letter, 
one; dismissed, one; excluded, one. One has left for this country. 
There are four candidates for baptism, and several persdéns are 
serious and “ well disposed.” This station has the labors, in addition 
to the pastor's, of a zealous colporteur, who has sold many bibles 
and testaments, and thousands of tracts. Contributions, 201 frs. 32 
centimes; of which 27 frs. and 32 cent. were for the mission. 

The aggregate of members in the above six churches, is 286. 
Added by baptism, 17; dismissed, excluded, dropped, or died, 21. 
Contributions reported, 1307 frs. 3 centimes. 

To the above outline, the brother who forwarded it has appended 
the following comments. 

“In order to judge of the results obtained, to the existing num- 
ber of members should be added those that have been removed by 
death or emigration from the beginning of the mission, and this 
number is not small. Our candidates for baptism should also be 
added, and the children of various ages in our Sabbath schools should 
be noted, and persons ina state of greater or less spiritual pro- 
gress attached to us, who are not members of our churches. More- 
over, in forming such an estimate, regard should be had to the 
position in which our churches stand in the eommunity, their chances 
of prosperity or failure, and the means which have been put in train 
to found the mission and ensure its establishment. 

“It should be considered that a considerable portion of the money 
which has been expended since the establishment of the mission has 
been designated to other departments of labor, and not to assist- 
ants actually devoted to mission work ;— that the principal churches 
have been subjected to almost incessant persecutions, and that they 
have made their way in the midst of a population almost entirely 
Roman Catholic, in spite of malice and calumny, and the influence of 
a dominant priesthood;—that the Baptists were a new sect in 
France, unknown to most Protestants, and to all Catholics; that, 
consequently, little known at first, they have been obliged to struggle 
against that opposition which always exists to a doctrine regarded as 
new;— that we have been often assailed by the French religious 
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journals, without having any facility for defending ourselves, because 
we had no way of publishing except in those same journals ;— that 
within the last three years, several assistants have been dismissed, 
and that the fear has been propagated very widely that, one day or 
other, the mission was to be abandoned; and finally, that, notwith- 
standing these difficulties, the mission has made greater progress, 
proportionably, than the Union of Independent churches in France, 
which numbers about 1800 embers, while the greater part of these 
churches are without discipline, and composed of members many of 
whom are strangers to spiritual life, and who ought to be cut off; 
and that almost all these churches enjoy liberty of worship, and have 
the watch-care of more than thirty pastors, aided by evangelists equally 
numerous, and by colporteurs ; — that they have also schools, through 
which their principles may be propagated, and means of publishing, 
which we have not. 

“In view of these things, is it rash to think that if we had more 
means of action and of publicity, and if our work could assume a 
stability such as it now has not, we should make more progress, with 
divine aid, than we have done in the past? Is it rash to hope for’ 
the future, — our circumstances being more favorable, — when even 
now we see the principles of baptism and pedobaptism in an,open 
and acknowledged struggle; when questions intimately connected 
with the subject of baptism are occupying all minds; when we are 
more known and generally esteemed; and, finally, when most of the 
Independent French churches are filled with members holding the 
principles of the Baptists? And under such circumstances, would 
not the abandonment of our mission be a real calamity ?”’ 

Since the above was written, the following communication, bearing 
on the same subject, has also been received from Mr. Dez, under date 
of April 22. 

“We have cause to be grateful for the toleration enjoyed by our 
brethren. For, while in some departments mectings for worship are 
prohibited absolutely, and the preachers are thrown into prison and 
condemned to heavy fines, Messrs. L. and F. are so highly esteemed 
in the places where they reside, that their flocks can mect under the 
very cyes of the municipal authorities without molestation. Mr. L., 
still more free than Mr. F., recently officiated at a funeral at C , 
where nearly 300 persons were assembled. Not long since he sol- 
emnized a marriage near .C , Where the. military guard of the 
commune constituted the police. 

“The struggle between baptism and pedobaptism in France con- 
tinues. It is delightful to observe what progress Baptist doctrines 
are making among Christians of all denominations. The Archives 
du Christianisme has become decidedly a Baptist journal in this re- 
spect, viz: that its principal editors firmly defend our doctrine on 
baptism. An English Baptist minister told me recently of a minister 
of the Evangelical Society of France who no longer baptizes infants, 
and who is beginning to baptize by immersion. I have also heard of 
another minister of the same Society, who has lately declared pub- 
licly that he would not baptize infants. I could name several minis- 
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ters in P , who are thoroughly Baptist in principle, although, for 
reasons which they think sufficient, they have not yet been baptized, 
and do not administer the rite by immersion. 

“In view of these things, it will be a sad calamity if our dear 
mission should, under such circumstances, be given up. I hope such 
a thing will not take place, but that our churches will be preserved. 
It is impossible for me to contemplate the blessings which have 
attended the mission, and then to think of abandoning it. Ihave 
never given up all hope; and as often as I think of each of our 
flocks, advancing in spite of all difficulties and obstacles, I say to 
myself, —‘ We cannot be abandoned. If an English Baptist mission, 
commenced in Bretagne twenty years since, is maintained, although 
it numbers only twenty-two church members, our churches, which are 
in a state far more prosperous, cannot be given up to destruction.’ 
I entertain the cheering hope that the delightful revival which is now 
blessing the United States may contribute under God to the main- 
tenance and perhaps to the increase of all the missions.’ 

We have also received, under date of April 1, a letter from Mr. 
Lepoids, of Chauny, in which he writes as follows: 

“In looking back over the quarter of a century since this mission 
was commenced, we see that at the beginning there ‘vere very few 
Baptist Christians in France. The Baptists here, at first, were but 
sparingly enlightened; deficient in strength as to the real principles 
of the Baptists, and especially as to the scriptural discipline of the 
church. Then it was almost impossible to find a missionary station 
or a@ missionary laborer. Our holy faith was misunderstood, — de- 
spised by every one, and even by Christians. 

“Then everything was to be done;—to train young men to the 
work, — to form new fields of evangelical labor —a thing so difficult 
in France, — to dissipate the prejudices, not only of the world, but 
also of Christians of other denominations. 

“We can say in truth that all this has been done, under God, 
through, the means of the well beloved brother sent to us by the 
American churches. And hence, whatever happens, we, our families 
and our flocks, shall be forever grateful to you. The French Bap- 
tist churches are now known, esteemed, and respected by people 
around them, so that our adversaries no longer dare to persecute us, 
openly and violently, as is done elsewhere in ‘the case of our brethren 
in our unhappy country. 

“Then, the Christians of other communions know us and our doc- 
trines better; numbers of them are on the way towards us. Many 
of these brethren, gifted and pious, actually defend believers’ bap- 
tism with eloquence and energy in their pastoral associations, in 
hooks, or in their newspapers. They are sapping the foundations of 
infant baptism. No doubt there is a secret labor in the church, of 
which, in the early future, there will be good fruit. 

“Many hundreds of souls have passed from darkness into the 
glorious light of the gospel of Christ by means of, your laborers in 
France. But eternity alone will reveal all the good that has been 
done among the thousands of persons with whom we have been 
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brought into contact. Besides the fields so interesting and so pros- 
perous in P ,N and O , if the American brethren could 
but witness the progress of the work in A ; if they could have 
been present at our late Easter festival at C , and seen the crowd 
of attentive and deeply moved hearers during our solemn meetings ; 
if you had been present at the examination for baptism of four of 
our young people, — the blessed fruit of my Sabhath school, — surely 
you would say as we do, ‘No, it is not the will of God that sucha 
work should be forsaken, where the prospect is that still more will 
offer themselves for baptism at the approaching feast of Pentecost.’ 

“The church of L is no less blessed. After all the favor of 
God bestowed upon it in past years, the harvest seems now whiter 
and richer than ever. 

“It is in such circumstances that our beloved fathers and brethren 
of the United States think to abandon us! Alas, if they would re- 
flect upon it a little, they would say with us, ‘What a great calamity, 
should it be done!’ 

“May the Lord God Almighty raise up for us among you, in behalf 
of the mission, —as formerly for Israel in Egypt,—many a new 
Moses, that we may go through this sea without being swallowed up: 
and if we are to be left for years in the desert, like Joshua, before 


causing us to see the new Canaan, may He only grant us, together 


with fidelity to his service, our daily manna, and a little water, from 
the Rock to quench our thirst. 

“May the Lord be with our beloved brethren at the meeting of the * 
Union; may He bless your intercourse and your solemn delibera- 
tions, and Himself determine your important resolutions. 

“While you deliberate, we shall be with you in spirit, and shall 
continue to pray that all you do may be for the glory of our God 
and Saviour, for the good of the cause, and for the salvation of per- 
ishing souls.” 


MISSION TO GERMANY. 


HamBvure.—Rev. J. G. Oncken, Rev. C. Scuaurr_er, J, Braun. 
Benun.—Kev. G. W. LeEuMANN. 


BarMeN and J. More than five hundred stations and outsta 
tions; five missionaries and seventy (?) other native preachers and assistants. 


The mission in Germany has acquired stability and influence, 
Even if left without foreign aid, and in the face of much opposition, 
the work will go on. The gospel preached by our brethren has be- 
come incorporated with the life of the people, and at hundreds of 
points the leaven is operating. The blessing of God and the faith- 
ful activity of the members are making the whole land a field of 
cheering promise. 

At Hamburg the gospel has been made known to thousands, 
though the increase of the church has not been large. Much atten. 
tion has been paid to emigrants. Forty outstations are connected 
with this church, and God has raised up in the church itself useful 
talents, and hearts willing to labor. During the past year the whole 
church has been engaged in diffusing the truths of the gospel. 
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Mr. Oncken spent several months in the early part of the year in 
visiting England and Scotland, for the purpose of making collections 
to aid in the work of the mission, and especially in the erection of 
places of worship. He was cordially received, and obtained the 
means of assisting several churches. * 

The churches in Oldenburg show many evidences of spiritual health 
and vigor. At Jever a chapel is begun. <A young girl, living out at 
service, with extraordinary liberality, gave two hundred gulden to the 
work, which she had reserved seven years for that purpose. A few have 
been added to the church. A new door has been opened into East 
Friesland, and notwithstanding the prevalence of a spirit of perse- 
cution, the assemblies are crowded and attentive. Through this 
whole region there is an increasing interest in spiritual things. Sev- 
eral have read the entire bible with astonishing diligence, in order 
to obtain a knowledge of the truth. Many follow the preachers 
from one village to another, so anxious are they to hear the word. 

At Bremen the meetings are well attended and there have been 
some additions by baptism. Several who once manifested hostility 
now confess that the Baptists teach nothing adverse to human hap- 
piness. The Sabbath School prospers, and some of the scholars are 
thoughtful. There is a liberal spirit among the members, and the 
ladies’ sewing society has raised seventeen rix dollars. At the out- 
stations the prospects for the future are troubled. The stations on 
the Weser are very numerous, and the brethren as to spiritual things 
“are in a favorable state. 

At Goyden bei Saalfeld the church has been much quickened. 
There is a great hunger for the word of life. The missionary reports 
that though he travels long distances both cast and west, he has not 
been able to meet all the pressing calls made upon him. 

The Spirit from on high has breathed upon the church at Barmen. 
There have been repeated baptisms, which have been blessed to the 
opening of many hearts. During this precious season of awakening 
and conversion, the young particularly have been brought to bow to 
the sceptre of Immanuel. At Vollmarstein the mectings are at- 
tended by growing numbers. 

The prospects at Berlin are pleasing. Thirty-six have been added 
to the church, and several promising candidates are seeking admis- 
sion. Great pains have been taken with the choir, and there is an 
obvious improvement in this part of the worship. The children are 
regularly instructed in the Sabbath school and on week days. The 
associations of the young men, and of the young women are contin- 
ued successfully. There is much life in every department of the 
church. Two or three new outstations have been commenced, and 
an effort has also been made to sustain a regular service in another 
portion of the city. 

An interesting revival has been enjoyed at Seehausen. New doors 
for the preaching of the gospel are opened on every side. The con- 
tributions of the church have much increased. 

An awakening has occurred on the Polish frontiers. A German 
brother having business in that region distributed tracts, one of 
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which, falling into the hands of an aged lady, led to the holding of 
an evening meetiitg, at which sixty souls were present. The tidings 
quickly spread to the neighboring village, and much inquiry for the 
truth and an earnest desire to have regular meetings is the result. 

Templin has been visited with a gracious effusion of the Holy 
Spirit, which has continued for many months. About one year since 
the spiritual necessities of the surrounding country seeming to de- 
mand more’ evangelical labor, the church appointed as a missionary a 
brother having suitable gifts, who had already been the means of 
conversion to several persons. In two months fifty-four new mem- 
bers were received to the church, and from January to June, 1857, 
one hundred and fourteen. The sensation created throughout the 
country by these numerous cases of conversion was very great. 
Everywhere they became the theme of conversation, and the general 
exclamation was —“ This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes.” The blessing continued for some months. Scareely a 
meeting was held, at which inquirers did not remain to converse on 
the interests of their souls. The largest room will not hold all who 
come. There is great need of a more commodious chapel. The 
sphere of usefulness extends continually. In the circuit of Templin 
there is scarcely a place where there are not some members. The 
Lord has caused the church to break forth on the right hand and on 
the left. All the places of worship need to be enlarged. Several 
delightful baptismal occasions have occurred. Every member im- 
proves his talent. The number baptized during the year was one 
hundred and forty-three. The monthly church meetings have been 
days of gladness. On those occasions the brethren often began to 
come together from all parts in carriages and on foot by eight 
o'clock in the morning, and often it was eight at night when they 
separated. The outstations have been greatly strengthened. The 
members reside in forty-two different places. To meet their wants 
the church has undertaken the support of a missionary, who has 
been a great blessing. Three laborers are now entirely devoted to 
the interests of the mission. Besides this every member is active. 
Not one is willing to be unfruitful. A chapel has been commenced 
at Templin. 

The year 1857 was closed at Memel by the baptism of twenty- 
seven persons. The Sabbath school has again been interdicted. 
The spirit of Christian benevolence prevails. One thousand dollars 
have been laid aside, the interest of which is pledged to support the 
cause at Kénigsberg. The church also sustain their pastor and two 
missionaries. 

Mr. Albrecht continues his Lithuanian service at Memel on the 
Sabbath. The residue of the time he spends in missionary journeys. 
In many Lithuanian villages around Memel there is a disposition 
friendly to the gospel, while in others an opposite spirit prevails. 
Several new tracts have been translated into the Lithuanian dialect, 
through the encouragement of the Baptist Tract Committee at Ham- 
burg; many have been awakened by reading them. 

To the church in Stolzenberg 34 have been added by baptism. 
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The present number is 232. The organizing of the church at 
Kénigsberg has been the means of increasing the interest of the 
members at Stolzenberg in the advancement of the kingdom of God. 
The members have been actively engaged in the circulation of bibles 
and tracts. 

The church at Pinneberg dedicated a place of worship in Decem- 
ber last. This church was commenced with fear and trembling in 
1844, by eight brethren from Hamburg. Notwithstanding opposi- 
tion, the number increased. More than 100 souls have been con- 
verted here. 

At Friedeberg the meetings are well attended, though they meet 
with opposition. In all the region of Frankfort on the Oder there 
is a call for more laborers. 

New churches have been organized at Offenbach, and Budingen. 
The members of the former reside chiefly at Frankfort on tie Maine. 
Fourteen have been baptized. Six Sabbath schools are sustained, 
but not without opposition. A new missionary interest has recently 
sprung into being. There is a daily concert of prayer, in which 
the brethren engage to pray for one another, for ministers, and fer — 
those who are under any trial, or who have asked an interest in their 
prayers. 

The church at Rositten where, at the commencement, persecution 
was fearfully prevalent, now forms a strong body. The members 
enjoy full liberty. So much interest is manifested at Bladiau, an 
outstation of Stolzenberg, that of the crowds assembling to hear the 
word of God, almost all were obliged to stand, but showed no signs 
of weariness. Dirschau, an outstation of Elbing, has been formed 
into a separate station. The ranks of the church at Hammerstein 
have been much thinned by emigration to the United States, but the 
mectings arg well attended. 

“The Lord’s wonderful dealing,” says Mr. Lehmann, “ is exhibited 
in East Prussia, where the germ, planted in humility and hope, has 
yielded glorious fruit. There is no field of labor where the truth 
as it is in Jesus has spread so widely, and become rooted so deeply. 
In the neighborhood of Kénigsberg, embracing the churches of 
Memel, Rositten, Stolzenberg, Elbing and Goyden, —are 101 preach- 
ing stations and 1,141 church members. These all strongly desire 
» to have a centre in Kinigsberg, where at present only thirteen scat- 
tered members reside.” 

In Prussia there are 22 churches; outstations, 257; members, 
2,744. 

The work is progressing on the island of Lolland, and meetings 
are eagerly attended. In twenty-one days, twenty-eight services 
were held, and often the voice of the preacher was drowned by the 
audible emotion of the hearers. A baptism which occurred last 
July, roused the authorities and especially the clergy. For a little 
time the national churches were filled; but the fervor was only tem- 
porary. The brethren meet often to pray and read the Seriptures to- 
gether, and to encourage one another. Several, once slaves to the in- 
toxicating cup, have abandoned their wicked ways. The number bap- 
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tized is nine. They are anxious to be formed into a church. The 
Lord’s Supper was celebrated there for the first time Aug. 23, 

There is great encouragement in Denmark and Southern Sweden, 
and the assemblies are crowded and attentive. Persecution also 
prevails. . 

The members at Miihlhausen are scattered over a district of forty- 
four hours. The brethren dwell in love, and serve one another with 
their gifts. At six outstations there are regular meetings well 
attended. 

There is a spirit of inquiry also in Switzerland. The people at 
Ziirich earnestly invite ministerial aid. At one place, people were 
present at mecting from ten different places, and some travelled 
seven hours in order to be there. 

It is painful to be obliged to add to these interesting narratives 
that the hand of persecution is stretched out still. At Halle preach- 
ing is prohibited. At Templin and the vicinity, efforts are made to 
hinder the holding of meetings. At one place the police officer came 
in and dissolved the assembly, declaring that as the duration of the 
meeting was not limited in the “permission” from the author- 
ities, the service should continue but half an hour. Impedi- 
ments are also put in the way of baptism. For quictly administer- 
ing the ordinance to three persons, Mr. Kemnitz, of Templin, was 
fined fifteen dollars. At Kénigsberg Mr. Lehmann was prevented 
from preaching in a private house by a deeree of the president of 
police, threatening that Baptist preachers should be expelled. 
Meetings are forbidden at Frohnhausen, and it has been impossible 
to gain permission to distribute tracts. In Hesse Darmstadt, a bible 
colporteur has been arrested, and all his books and tracts taken 
from him. He with his attendant, a Christian friend, were con- 
demned to pay a fine and costs. At Gundelfingen, where there is 
the largest number of members in the territory of Baden, Mr. Lor- 
ders, at his last visit, was obliged to enter the place by night, lest he 
should fall into the hands of the gens d’ arms, and to be away again 
before the breaking of the day. At Schleswig, in Denmark, Mr. 
Schlesier was fined twenty dollars for preaching ‘the gospel to his 
countrymen, and though he petitioned the king for redress, his peti- 
tion was in vain. Still greater annoyance has been expe rienced at 
Eckernfiirde and Molerledz, where the brethren have been struck'to 
the ground and beaten. 

The churches have manifested a spirit of liberality, in several 
instances highly commendable. The statistics that have come to 
hand in this department are too imperfect to serve as the basis of 
a report. 

OJIBWA MISSION. 
J. D, CAMERON. 

The missionary has continued t6 labor at the siation last reported, 

though of late amidst discouragements, specially from sickness in his 


family and throughout'the settlement, and the consequent fewness of 
attendants on public worship. Previously to the breaking out of the 
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epidemic, religious matters had assumed a “very encouraging 
aspect.” 

A school was opened in the mission house in November, with a 
daily attendance of thirteen or more pupils; but in consequence of 
the prevalent sickness, it has been temporarily suspended. 


DELAWARE MISSION. 


Decaware.—Rev. J. Prarr and wife. Miss E. S. Morse, and Miss Morse. 
Orrawa.—Rey. E. WitLArD and wife. 
SHAWANOK, 

The history of the Delaware station the past year, varies little 
from that of the preceding. The boarding school is in a prosperous 
condition, with a constant attendance the last half year, of from fifty 
to fifty-five pupils. The children generally are quite young, and 
their studies elementary, the older classes having returned to their 
homes. 

The chief aim of the missionaries continues to be the spiritual ben- 
efit of the Indians. “If we were simply teaching school or conducet- 
ing a business,” writes Mr. Pratt, “I would seck another place and 
another people.” Religious services are conducted regularly on the 
Sabbath, &c., besides in the school daily reading and recitations 
from the bible. “The improvement is as perceptible, and as rapid, 
as could be expected of those who, in commencing an education, must 
first acquire the use of the English language.” 

The church has had an accession of six members by baptism, Three 
of these were graduates from the school. Two have died. 

Mr. Willard arrived at Ottawa station the 20th of May. He 
was welcomed with great cordiality, and has entered on such labors 
as the embarrassments of the times and of a new position, aggravated 
by repeated and protracted illnesses, have allowed. The prospect, 
however, of accomplishing much permanent good, is overcast. 

Writing in March,—in regard to the state of things, both tempo- 
ral and spiritual, among the Ottawas;— Mr. Willard remarks, “The 
Ottawas sent their first deputation to Washington two years ago 
next month; since then, they have been idle, running into debt in the 
hope of paying off when they become citizens. The outsiders no 
longer like to trust them, and at this moment they are straitened for 
food. If the treaty is not finally ratified, and soon too, it is difficult 
to imagine what they will do. Since Dee. 13, I have not missed a 
service at the chapel on account of health — the weather has several 
times kept my audience away — yet the attendance has most of the 
time been encouraging for these times, when everybody is either ex- 
cited or afraid; and in addition, the Ottawas are in great anxiety 
about their treaty. You will take into the account that br. Jones 
has been absent about five months of the ten, or nearly so,— since 
he arrived, and there is no other interpreter —and during four 
months I was almost constantly sick. Many of the Indians know 
too little English to profit much by my meeting. Circumstances have 
not been favorable to spiritual progress. In addition, there are too 
many whiskey-sellers on the outside; so that, all things considered, 
the wonder is that they hold on at all.”’ 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Messrs. E. Jones, W. P. Urnam, and J. Burrrick Jones, and their wives. 
The other stations are DELAWARE, Dstyvonge, TAQUOHEE, and Native 
preachers, L. DowninG and TANENOLE. 


Preaching. — In reporting the work of the mission, Rev. E. Jones 
thus speaks of the preaching department ;— “I cannot but believe 
that the Lord continues to bless our efforts, feeble as they are; and 
that he is, in truth, carrying on his work in many parts of the nation, 
notwithstanding the smallness of our force. My son and the native 
brethren in the employ of the mission, and our brother Gassannee, 
who is not in its employ, have travelled and preached almost. inces- 
santly all summer and autumn, and I have myself gone as far as I 
could, except as arrested by sickness.” The principal tour made 
by the younger Mr. Jones, and the most interesting, was to the Can- 
adian district, south of Arkansas river and extending to near the line 
of the Creek nation. In all the places then visited, there was a 
marked interest in religion. Many were anxious for their salvation, 
and seeking light. Several visits were made also, both by the mis- 
sionaries and native preachers, to a place called Viann, including two 
meetings of three and four days’ continuance. The congregations 
were large and gave good attention. Eleven candidates were ad- 
mitted to baptism, and*there were large numbers of anxious inquir- 
. ers. The number baptized during the year, at more than twenty 
places, is one hundred, eighty-nine of whom were Cherokees. 

Extent of the Field. —The field of labor is about one hundred 
miles square, and continually extending. The demands for labor are 
incessant. In regard to the converts alone, the laboring force is in- 
adequate. Were such an amount of instruction and training be- 
stowed on them as would be desirable and profitable, “they would 
become, under the Divine blessing, more tntelligent and eflicient co- 
workers in the Redeemer’s cause.” 

School. — This continues to prosper under the care of Mr. Upham, 
and to command general favor. Number of pupils about sixty-five, 
including sixteen boarding scholars. In addition to primary studies, 
instruction is given in rhetoric, analysis, Latin, and book-keeping. 

Besides teaching, Mr. Upham has preached at four different places 
during the year, to “ large, attentive, and serious congregations.” 

Unbroken harmony has prevailed in the mission. 

Death of the First Native Preacher. — John Wickliffe, the first na- 
tive preacher in the mission, and formerly pastor of Delaware Town 
church, died Nov. 22, after a faithful service in the ministry of twenty- 
six years. 

RECAPITULATION. 

The number of missions is 19. The Asiatic missions have 16 sta- 
tions and more than 200 outstations, the latter chiefly in Burmah; 
the French and German more than 500 stations and outstations; and 
the Indian 16. The number of laborers, including those now in this 
country and exclusive of Europe, is 81 American, and 246 ( ?) native ; 
of native laborers in Europe, about 80. There are more than 300 
churches. Baptisms (reports incomplete,) about 2,500. Whole 
number of members more than 24,000. 
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MISSIONS. 


Missionaries. 
Female 
Assistants. 
Total 
Missionaries and 
Assistants. 


Native Preachers 
and Assistants. 


Stations. 


Contributions. 


In Asta: 
Maulmain Burman, 
Maulmain Karen 


Hongkong, 
Ningpo, 
Whole number in 14 


In EvROPE: 
Germany, more than 


Whole number in Europe, ........- 
InpIaAnN Missions: 
Ojibwa, 
Delaware, 
Cherokee,.:. 


Whole number in America, ....+60....0+++++ 


bo bobo Cobo Co 
DO 


500 
5 


8000? 
286 


611 


8286? 


24? 
100? 
1500? 


1624? 


+ As reported last year. 


+, Besides theol. school of thirty-six members. 


* Also one in the English church. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER. 


EXPENDITURES OF THE UNION DURING THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1858. 


Maulmain Missions. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments,- - - $12,192 77 
‘Expenses of Mr. Stilson and family, - - - - - - - 550 00 
ad Dr. Judson’s children, - - - - - - - 245 43 
——_—_ $12,988 


Tavoy Mission. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, -  - 2,647 
Expenses of Mrs. Benjamin and child, - - - - 231 


Shwaygyeen Mission. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, - - 2,188 
. Expenses of Mr. Harris and family, - - - - - - 727 3 


Toungoo Mission. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, - 


Rangoon Mission. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, - - 
Paid Mr. Stevens, - - - © 
Outfit of Mr. Bixby, in part, - - - - - -.- - 
Expenses of Mr. Bixby,- - - - - - - - - 
Passage and other expenses of Mrs. Ingalls and daughter in 
returning to the United States via England, - - 
Expenses in this country, - - - - - - - - = - 


Bassein Mission. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, - 


Hénthada Mission. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, -  - 


Prome Mission. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, —- 


Arracan Mission. 
Remittances and © = = = © 802 49 
Expenses of Mr. Moore and family, - - - - - - - - - 300 00 
Passage and other ee of the late Mrs. Satterlee and child" 
in returning to the United States, - - - - - - - - = 267 36 
Expenses of Mrs. Campbell and children, - - - - - - - 250 00 
“ Mrs. Satterlee’s child, - - - -- 81 80 
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——— 2,879 16 
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150 00 
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Assam Mission. 


Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments,- - - - - - 5,094 75 
Passage and other expenses of nal Ward ant family in return- 

ing to the United States, 1,534 42 

Expenses of return of native wenen, -- + - -- 100 00 

“ Mr. Stoddard and family, two you, 822 72 

“ Mr. Ward and famil - 274 54 


“ Mrs. Barker and im, - - 22 375 00 


8,201 43 


Teloogoo Mission. 


Remittances, drafts, purchases, and pay ments, - 
Expenses of Mr. Day and family, - - - - 
Mrs. Van Husen and children, - - 


Siam Mission. 


Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, —- 
Expenses of Dr. Jones's daughter, - - - - - 
3,853 32 


Hongkong Mission. 
Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, - - - 2,162 68 


Ningpo Mission. 


Remittances, drafts, purchases, and payments, - - 
Expenses of the late Mrs. Goddard and children, = - 


Bassa Mission. 
Expenses of Mrs. Clarke’s son, - - - - - = = 


Mission to Germany. 
Remittances and payments, 


Mission to Greece. 


Expenses of Mr. Buel and family, - - - - -- - 
Paid Mr. Arnold, - - - - - - - - = - = 
Payments for freight, &., - - 


Remittances and payments, 
Drafts, - - - - - - - - 


Drafts and payments, - - 


Ottawa Mission. 
Drafts and payments, - - ae 


Cherokee Mission. 
Drafts, purchases, and payments, - - 


275 
—— 
- = = = 2,399 35 
| 
| 
- - - 534258 
5,738 00 
a 6,361 61 | 
- 223 90 

- + - 55 46. 
| 
Mission to France. 
Ojibwa Mission. | 

Delaware Mission. | 
3,307 94 
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Agencies. 


Salary of Rev. S. M. Osgood, one year, - - - - - - = 1,100 00 
House rent, travelling expenses, &., - - - - - - - = 51019 
: Salary of Rev. O. Dodge, one year, - - - - - - - - = 1,100 00 
i House rent, travelling expenses, &., - - - - - - - = 545 95 
} Salary of Rev. H. A. Smith, one year,- - - - - - = = 1,000 00 
q Travelling expenses, &., - - - - - - - = = = = = 264 81 
Salary of Rev. J. D. Cole, in part, - - - - - - - - = 400 00 
Salary of Rev. J. Aldrich, one year, - - - - - - - - 800 00 
Travelling expenses, &.. - - - - - - - = = = = = 196 92 
Salary of Rev. A. S. Ames, one year, - - - - = - - - 750 00 
, Travelling expenses, including expense of removal from South 
\ Bend to Indianapolis, - - - - - - - - - = = = 219 72 
Salary of Rev. H. Tonkin, one year, - - - - - - - - 650 00 
Travelling expenses, - - - - - - - - = = = = = 175 39 
Salary of Rev. H. Davis, - - - - - - - - - = = = 525 00 
Travelling expenses, - - - - - - - = = = = = = 137 74 
Salary of Rev. F. Merriam, five months, - - - - - - - 270 84 
q Travelling expenses, - - - - - - - - = = = = = 4016 
a Services and travelling expenses of Rev. M. H. Bixby, - - 58 25 
§.S.Day, - - - 469 59 
si % a “ “ W. Dean, - - - - 231 92 
“ “ “ “ “« Royce, s « 55 60 
“ Mr. McFarland, - - 18 71 
q J. A. Bullard, - - 112 75 
Travelling expenses of the Foreign Secretary, - - - - - 35 74 
Less received for supplies, - - - - - - - - = 7200 64 96 


9,784 24 


Publications. 
f 1500 copies of the Forty-Third Annual Report, - - 272 56 
800 Abstracts of “ 6“ “ -- 12 30 


Extra expense of the July number of the Magazine, 
275 copies of the Magazine, for file and distribution, 
2700 “ Macedonian“ - 


Circulars, notices, &., - - - - - - - 


a 

~ 


Secretaries’ Department. 


of the Foreign Secretary, $1,600, less $420.87 received 
from the fund for officers, - - - - - - - - = = = 1,179 18 
Salary of the Home Secretary, $1,600, less $420.87 received 
from the fund for officers, - - - 1,179 13 
i Clerk hire, - - - - - - = = = = = = = = = = 655 00 
3,013 26 


of the Assistant Treasurer, $1,200, less $420.88 received 
from the fund for officers, - - - -- - - = + = = 77912 
Clerk hire,- - - - - - - - - = = = = = = = = 200 00 


: 

q 948 48 

Treasurer’s Department. 

979 12 
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Rent of rooms, - - - - 
Insurance, - - - - - 
Blank books and stationery, 
Water, fuel, and lights, - 
Furniture and repairs, - - - - 
Books for library, periodicals and papers, 
Certificates of life-membership, 
Postage of letters, papers, and pamphlets, 
Freight and cartage, - - - - = - 
Boxes for packing goods, wharkige, &e., 
Interest (balance), - - - - - 
Discount on drafts and bank notes, counterielt bills, &e., 

— documents and services, and expenses incurred in set- 

tling wills, - - - - - - = = = = = = = = = = 221 
Porter and care of Reems, - tae 
Expense of the London Agency,- - - - - = - = = = 96 

E. Edwards in visiting Boston to meet the Committee, 
Balance of old map account, - - - - - = = = = = = 108 

4908 95 


132 
46 
42 

2,642 

288 


oe 


Total expenditures of the Union, - -- 97,797 64 
Balance for which the Union was in debt April 1, 1857, -- 37,004 78 


$134,802 42 


RECEIPTS OF THE UNION DURING THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31, 1858. 


Donations, as acknowledged i in the Missionary Magazine, 
Legacies, 
F rom the United States, - - -- 2 - - 
Am. and For. Bible Society, --- - 
“ Am. Tract Society, - - - 
“ Maulmain Burman Mission, Gen ele and ren 
property, avails of mission press, ae &e. 
Maulmain Karen Mission, for sale of property 
missionary service, - = = = 
Rangoon Mission, for sale of property, 
Arracan 
Assam 
Siam “ 
Grand Rapids do. “ 
one year’s interest on bequest of the late Miss Martha 
Whiting,- - - - - - es © « 66 00 
“ one year’s interest on the fund for the support « of Native 
Preachers, - - - - - - 80 00 
“ one year’s interest on the J. D. “Price “Scholarship, - - 30 00 
——— 97,808 77 
Balance for which the Union is in debt, April 1, 1858, - - - 36,993 65 


134,802 42 


76,566 48 
9,283 66 
8,562 50 
2,000 00 
1,200 00 


of 


t 


3,847 96 


140 32 
90 91 
501 36 
390 58 
66 00 
33 00 


8 6 Bos 


Permanent Fund. 
This fund amounts, as last year,to - - - - - - = 21,000 00 


Fund for Officers. 


Balance on hand April 1, 1887, e-- 
Interest received,- - - - os 
1,262 62 


Paid balance of salaries of Secretaries and Assistant Treasurer, 1,262 62 


| 
Miscellaneous Expenses. 

| 

| 

| 

| 
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Fund for the Support of Native Preachers. 
This fund amounts, as last year,to - - - - - - = = = 


The Jonathan D. Price Scholarship. 
This amounts, as last year,to - - - - - - = = = = 


Magazine and Macedonian. 


Balance January 1, 1857, - - - ral - 36 75 
Received for subscriptions during the year, “22+ - - 5,866 52 


5,903 27 
Cost of publication, - - - - - - - - - - 6109 21 


Balance to new account, Jan. 1, 1858, - - - - - - - - 205 94 


N. Boynton, Treasurer A. B. M. Union. 
Missionary Rooms, Boston, April 1, 1858. 


The Auditing Committee, having examined the account of the Treasurer of the 
American Baptist Missionary Union, for the year ending March 31, 1858, with the 
vouchers, hereby certify that they find the same correct, and that a balance of thirty- 
six thousand nine hundred ninety-three dollars and sixty-five cents ($36,993.65) was 
due from the Union on the first day of April, 1858. 

They have also examined the evidences of property aeeene to the Union, and find 
that they agree with the statements on the treasury books. 


J. B. 
Joseru A. Ponp, 


Missionary Rooms, Boston, May 3, 1858. 


{ Auditing Committee. 


Appropriations for the year 1857-8, - - - - - = = = 114,180 16 
Remittances and payments, as is account, towards meeting 
thesame, - - - - - - © © = © 97,797 64 


Balance due, and yet to be remitted, - - + - - - - 16,382 52 
Add balance per account as above, - - - - - - - - 386,993 65 


Total indebtedness of the Union, April 1, 1858, 53,376 17 


(July, 
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PREACHERS AT TRIENNIAL AND ANNUAL MEETINGS. 


NaMEsS, TEXTS. _ MEETINGS. | Praces. _|_ Tres. 
Richard Furman, B.S. Matt. 28: 20......) Convention, Philadelphia, May, 314 
Thomas Baldwin, D. D., 
William Staughton, D. D., D.C..| Acts 28: 15 ..+.+- Washington, D.C. 
Jesse Mercer, Ga. Matt. 28: New York, ...... 
William Yates, India, Board, ....% Bostdn, 
William T. Brantly, Be cocccecee| ccccce New York, 
Charles Sommers, N. An ress....++| Board,..... Hartford, Ct. .... 
R. Babcock, Jr.,* Mass. P8. 67: 1,2 Providence, R. I. 
F. Wayland, D.D.,* Rom. 7: 13 ......| Convention, New York, ...... 
Baron Stow, Mass. L John 2: 6 ......| Board,..... Salem, Mass. .... 
William R. Williams, N.Y.......| 2 Cor. 10: 15, 16.. New York, ...... 
S. H. Cone, N. Acts 9: 6 Convention, Richmond, Va. .. 
Elon Galusha, N.Y. Luke 10: Board, Hartford, Ct..... 
Charles G. Sommers, NY. Ps. 72: 19 Philadelphia, .... 
Baron Stow, Mass. ......++++++++| Acts 12: 24 ...---| Convention, New York, ...... 
.T. Welch, D.D., N.Y. JoWn 3: 8 New York, ...... 
Richard Fuller, D. D., S.C.....++| John 12: 82......| Convention, Baltimore, evccee 
R. E. Pattison, D. D., P8. 87: 7 Board, New York, 
Pharcellus Church, N.Y. Col. 1: 21 Albany, N.Y. 
8. W. Lynd, D. D., Ohio, 1 Cor. 21 ......| Convention, Phila elphia, 
G. B. Ide, [8. 40: Board,..... Providence, R. I. 
G. W. Eaton, D. D., N.Y. 1 Tim.1: 11.....- Convention, Brooklyn, N.Y... 
Baron Stow, D. D.,* Mass. ....... Matt. 27: 45, 51-53, «+++ Cincinnati, Ohio, 
| Phil. 2: 6 00.0000 +++» Philadelphia, .... 
Matt. 20: 26-28 Buffalo, N. 
3: +++» Pittsburg, Pa..... 
Robert Turnbull, D.D., Conn. ..| Isa. 32: 20. coos! Albany, N. ¥...0. 
Ezekiel G. Robinson, D. D.,* N.Y, John 14: 12...... wees, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Edward Lathrop, D.D., Chicago, II. ..... 


Robert W. Cushman, D.D., Mass., Heb. 12: 28, New York, 
Nathaniel Colver, 1: cece BORON, 
William H, Shailer, D.D., Me..... Rom. 5: 3,4...... ...+ Philadelphia, Pa 


* The appojnted preacher having failed. 
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Officers of the Union. 


OFFICERS OF THE MISSIONARY UNION. 


Hoy. GEORGE N. BRIGGS, LL. D., Mass., President. 


BARTHOLOMEW T. WELCH, D. D., New York, 
MARTIN B. ANDERSON, LL. D., N. Y. 


| Vice Presidents. 


WILLIAM H. SHAILER, D.D., Maine, Recording Secretary. 


Ministers. 


Francis Wayland, D. D , Provide RL 
William R. Williams. D: D., Ne w York. 


n, 
A.N Moines, lowa. 
W. Harris, Detroit, Mich. 
M. T 


8. R. Maso in, Cambri 
William Reid, New Londo 
Sea 


E. L. Magoon, Albany 

Henry Davis, D. D., Columbus, 
O. O, Stearns, Racine, Wis. 

H. Wilkinson. Cc 


Ministers. 


George Knox, Lewiston, Me. 

William H. Eaton, Nashua, N. 

Heman Lincoln Jamaica jain, Mass. 

Robert Tnrnbull, D. D., Hartford, 

H. New York city. 
illiam Dean, D. ny Wyoming, N. Y. 

A. Perkins, D. Salem, N.J. 

W. T. Brantly, D. 

Howard Malcom 


G. 
8. G. Miner, Canton, 
T. R. Cressey, Cannon city, Min. 


Ministers. 


J. W. Parker, D. D., 
Rosert W. Cusuman, D. D., 
J. N. Murpock, D. D., 
Rev. J. W. OLMSTEAD. 


Board of Managers. 
Hon. IRA HARRIS, LL. D., Chairman. Rev. W. T. BRANTLY, D.D., Recording Secretary. 


CLASS I. 
Laymen. 


William Wilson, Hallowell, Me. 
rthony Colby, New London, N. HL 
errill, Cambridge, Mang. 
3 Duncan, Haverhill, 
P. W. Dean. VE 
H. E. Day, Hartford, Con. 
Ira Harris, Albany, ‘ 
R. 8. Burrows, Albion, N. Y. 
Ebenezer Conidwell, New York city. 
J. P. Crozer, Chest 
H. M. Baldwin, New’ York 

Ben Rouse, 

Boone, Chicago, LiL 


CLASS I. 
Laymen. 


rd R. Seccomb, Brookline, Mass. 
a 8. Washburn, Worcester, Mass, 
Richard 8, Fellows, New Haven, Con. 
George Read, Deep River, Con. 
A.M. Gammell, arren, R. 1. 
J. M. Bruce, Jr., New York ci 
Loomis Ballard, Brook! n, N. 
¢, Rochester, N. Y. 
J. M. Linnard, Philadelphia, 
T. W. Ewart, Marietta, Ohio. 
8. N. Kendrick, Detroit, Mich. 


CLASS III. 
Laymen. 


Joseph A. Gilmore, Concord, N. H. 
Ryland Fletcher, Cavindish, ‘ve. 
Isaac Davir, Worcester, Mass. 
J. M. 8. Williams. Boston, Masa. 
J. B. Hartwell, Providence, R. 1. 

|. B. Durbrow, New York 

+ Hubbell, Utica, N. Y. 

.M. Wil son, Newark, N 

‘iitiam Bucknell, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Miller, Cincinnat} oO. 


Racine, Wis. 


Heman Lincoin, 
James W. ConvERSE, 
GEORGE Brooks, 
D. SANDERSON, 
THOMAS NICKERSON. 


Baron Stow, D.D., Foreign Secretary. 
Jonan G. WARREN, D. D., Home Secretary. 
NEHEMIAH Boynton, Esq., Treasurer. 
F. A. Smiru, Esq., Assistant Treasurer. 


J. B. WITHERBEE, Esq., 


Auditing Committee. 


A. Ponp, Esq. 


280 (July, 
U. B. Miller, Niles, Mich. . 
G.8. Webb, D. D., New Brunswick, N. J. 
Ree. W. Bosworth, Portland, Me. 
ver Ayer, Claremont, N. it. 
d, Vt. 
rt, Mass. 
n, Con, 
lence, R. I. 
y. ¥. 
Pa. 
Ohio. 
Executive Committee. 
Laymen. 


